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roves defen ds Birch Society ^ 

'Sound Movement 



NpL^^FO^fAP) —Re- 
tired Army Lt. Gen. Leslie R. 
Groves, formerly connected with 
the Manhattan Project, last 
night defended the militantly , 
conservative John Birch Society j 
as TT "lumiBHnentally sound and' 



tt. 



beneficial movement." 

The society has come tinder 
criticism in Congress and else- 
where for statements by its 
founder and president, Robert 
Welch of Belmont, Mass 

"Anyone who stands for fun- 



damental America \1fS1h t^rlny, 
who believes in what our fore- 
fathers stood for, is subject to 
attack and suspicion," Groves 
said at a science fair awards 
"Anyone not in favor of con- 
stant giveaway byjhj?_gwgfn- 



ment increasing the national Naming the Birch Society, 
debt, is attacked ... and any- Groves saJd: f 

me in this position has to be * "Because of one statement 
iuper careful or if he slips he Kvhich was-or was not mafle 
s ruined On the other hand,}— a fundamentally sound a|»d 
{ Liberal can make all kinds of* beneficial movement has been 
„ mistakes," he said. hurt. 
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UNITED STATES GON^NMENT 

Memorandum 
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TO 



FROM 



SAC (100-32899*) 



D \te: 



k/iM 



Liaison 



subject: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 




-arland J. 

bWnoniealth VW77~BZ^> ** ep * OT i° a '" 
office on U/5/6I *° Inquire about the . 
She was informed by^he «iteras to Bu: 
Inquiries of this typft^ 

She advised that she haaNwceived lite: 
organization, through a fSwd who*, ah- 

^hp thought it was a une uj.& 

read sorcf of their literature and read 

local newspapers. 

She advised that she has a copy of "We: 
also some other material of this or g n. 
uould send it into this office for our 



Bior College, i+09 
ly contacted this 
OHN BIRCH SOCIETY. 
^eau policy regarding 



b r 



■attire from this 

declined to identify, 
until she started to 
of its work in the 



ch's Blue Book 1 ' and 
.zation and that she 
informati on . 
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^ Ifcs. ALICE WIDRNER, 829 Park Avenue, Hew York, New 
YerM^lscuseed the Information contained herein with SA ALESIO 
iAVIOU on 4/7/61: 

■ ■ Mrs. WIDENER, who i» well known to the Bureau, ia 
publisher of the bi-monthly magazine, "uVS.*,/* which contains 
a great deal of political comment of a very controversial 
nature. 

"The Nov Bedford standard Times" (Mew Bedford, Mass.), 
4/4%, p. 10, under the by-line H *fandard*Haes Staff Writer," 
repeWed that Members of the Jolt* Birch Society (JBS) and others 
were told last night that the v\ews of seme of our scientists, 
if adopted, would mean surrender^ to international Soviet 
Communism." The article then sei out comments, of a speaker. 
That was the first paragraph of the article. In the fifth 
paragraph, the article explained that "Mr*. w&ENER spoke before 
tome 100 persons at the Amarte aa Ins titute {kt), 64 SlAorurney 
St., Jamaica Plain." The article aSded that the "discussion was 
IpuUHCea by iUe Ai and had been reoonwended by the JBS to its 

5 - Bureau (RM) 
^j (1*100-341171) (AU|t£ W 

/££/- Boston (RM) ^j 
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membership. The next paragraph added that WE1£H, the head 
of the JBS, was net present for the talk and that the JBS 
was net discussed by Mrs. WIDENER. 

,. Mr*. WIDENER was very much upset by the article because 
she laid it was a deliberate lie and a plot on the part of someone 
t* destroy her and the magazine, "US. A.," and to discredit the 
"fight against communism. ^|^ also felt that the article was 
an attempt to make it appear that she supported the JBS and/ or 
to force her to take a position on that subject. 



^^^^li^^^j 



Mrs. WIDENER exp lained that she had Veen invited to 
fftyfl * h a AT by the| 



| at the suggestion, or HtRBIBIX^jy^RJCK, AI 

Presiaenf^„ §Ee stated that her topic was to be^5S^No. One 



issue - Survival." Wh ile work ing out the arrangement^ for the 
talk, Mrs* WIDEIBOt and | "| agreed that the JBS would not be 

discussed. 



lb 6 
b7C 



Mrs. WIDENER arrived at the hall where she was to 
spet|$ somewhat ta rdv because of traffi c congestion. As she 
entered the hall, I I the affair, was explaining 

to the audience that Mrs. WIDENER would not discuss the JBS. 



Mrs. WIDENER, in her talk, did not mention the JBS. 
During the question and answer period which followed her talk, 
she was asked if the JBS would become the subject of a Senate 
investigation. The chairman immediately ruled the question out 
of order. However, Mrs. WIDENER remarked that since she was 
neither a Senator nor a member of the JBS, she was in no position 
to anjpir the question. 

As the affair en ded, one of the a udience introduced 
himself to tors. WIDENER as 



Standard- times • " 



be 



of the "New Bedford 



\ 
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Mr«. WIDENER wanted the Bureau to be informed that: 

She had been invited to'Mjteak at this affair by the AI at 
suggestion of its presideft, HERBERT PHUARICK. 

2) She did not mention the JBS during her talk. 

3) She made it clear that she was not a member of the 
JBS. 

4) Some time ago, she declined an invitation to write for 
"American Opinion/' which is published by the JBS, 

Mrs* WIDgHER solicited suggestion* as to whether she 
should do anything to correct the implication iiade by the 
article that s£e was a member of the JBS» •&* was politely 
informed that the Bureau could not advise her in this matter. 

After t-*lVing far gnme Mme._Mr«- WIDEHBR Said she Would Call 

of the "Standard-Times", and discuss 



this with mm. 



be 

b'7C 
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Mrs* WIBmgR railed later to report that she had 
disenssed the matter With | ^e ^Jormed her that he was 
the Massachusetts organizer of the JBS and that he had sent 
out letters to members of the JB S recottnending that they might 

' promised to publish a blurb to 



be 



want to hear her speak. 

explain that she was not a memoer of the JBS and that she had 

spoken at a meeting sponsored by the AZ at the invitation of the 

AI. 

This is being furnished to the Bureau as it is possible 
that Mrs. WIJDEWttL may at some future date contact the Bureau and 
reper to the information set out herein. 

A copy is being forwarded to Bosten, inasmuch as it 
contains information regarding personalities and activities 
in that area. 
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TO : SAC BOSTON 100- 

Attt SUPV 

from : ^ PAUL A# KEANE 



date: 



hie. 



u/s/a 



subject: JOHN BIHCH^efClETT 

Portsmouth NH Chapter 




be 

hie. 



On the above date 

was interviewed at the P ortsmouth RA at her request* She stated that she 

I I Portsmouth NH Chap ter ">f fchfl John IHrah Snnlftt.v- 

and she wished to advised this office that I I 

I 

one stated-oil is cnapter nas xu memosrst an or tnem women, ana resi dents" " 
of Portsmouth. She said the chapter was organised in Sept 19 ?9 and | 1 
I I She said sie is a loyal American , 



completely dedicated to anit-communism, and sh* fe els this organization 
is a bulwark to Communism. She also stated she is al 



1 



Jstated ohat she received pamp Inlets 



and publications by mail from the Society headquarters in Belmont, Mass. 
and on some occasions a coordinator from the hqs comaa ta P^-^+<="-^"+n and 
gives discussions on the Society and it's act./ities. J said 



she does no£ know of any other chapters of th: 3 organization in the 
Southeast NH area. She stated that she does neb wish to furnish the names 
of the other members of the chapter at this tine. It was her desire that 
she furnish the above information in the event that any investigation of 
t.ho aflcki£.is made at some future date# 

I was advised that the FBI Has not investigated the ff. Birch 
Society at any time and is only interested ir organisations of a subversive 
and anti-American nature. Shehwas told that tie information concerning this 
organization in Portsmouth which she has available should be furnished to 
the proper authorities in the event that an irvestigation is instituted* 
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(Gmclinal Cushing . 
Endorses Welch I 

An unqualified endorsement of Robert Welch of 
Belmont, founder of the controversial John Birch Society 
which is dedicated to the extermination of Communism, 
was voiced last night by Richard 



Cardinal Cushing. 

Speaking at a dinner attended 

by 300 business and professional 

mdb at Stonehil] College, North 

\ton, the prelate said Welch, 

10m I have known for many 

irs, should be supported as 

dedicated foe of Communism. 

"Anyone who is fighting Com- 



munism today on a top level 
and who knows the methods 
and teaching of Communism is 
going to suffer," the Cardinal 
said. It was an obvious refer- 
ence to the recent demands for 
investigations into the workings 
bf the John Birch Society. I 

Opponents of the Society have j 
maintained Welch has charged ( 
former President Eisenhower t 
with being "a card-carrying 
i Communist," a claim which the 
' Belmont resident and one-time 
i candy company executive has 
' denied. 

i Cardinal Cushing said Com- 
* munist nations recently issued 
a manifesto directing their ad- 
herents all over the world to 
attempt all means of discredit- 
ing anti-Red organizations, 

"Ever since then every anti- 
Communist group has been at- 1 
tacked," he said. ( 

A pamphlet put out by the ' 
John Birch Society from its i 
Belmont headquarters nearly a 
year ago contains a reproduc- , 
lion of a letter from the Cardi- . 
nal to C. M, Crawford of Los 
Angeles. In it, the prelate 
1 wrote, "I do not know of any 
more dedicated anti-Commun- 
ist n the country than Robe t 
Wd ch. I unhesitatingly recor 1- 
mel d him to you and endon e I 
his. (John Birch Society." , j 
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}@^Sf BIRCH SOCIETY IN QUESTO^ 

'After two years of incubation in 
which it formed more than 100 chapters 
in 34 states, the John Birch Society has 
now come into a flood-light of publicity. 
Magazines and newspapers have 
written at length on the society, its 
founder, Robert H. W. Welch Jr., of 
Belmont, and its purposes. The society 
is an ultra right wing organization de- 
voted to fighting communism and 
Working for minimal government, 
which means the repeal of most, if not 
all, the social legislation of the past 30 
years. 

The society has an authoritarian and " 
semi-secret aspect, although Mr. Welch 
denies it is a secret society. He has 
acknowledged that it seeks on occasion 
to fight communism with weapons 
devised or perfected by the Communist 
Party, the formation of "fronts" and 
committees, the organized barrage of 
telephone calls and letters, and, if 
necessary, the "smear." 

Such revelations in the press pro- 
voked vociferous and frightened de- 
mands for a Congressional investiga- 
tion. 

* * * 

The demands for a Congressional 
inquiry have now abated, although a 
Senate has yet to dismiss the question 
before it. Mr. Welch has said the society 
would welcome an investigation. The 
American Civil Liberties Union and 
Americans for Democratic Action 
opposed any inquiry on the grounds 
that the society has a perfect right to 
organize and to propagandize. 

Atty, Gen.' Robert F. Kennedy 
termed the organization "ridiculous" 
and said it "made no contribution to 
the fight against communism here in 
the United States." He even thought it 
("may be a hindrance." He said he hdd 
irolplatis to investigate it I 

fegr^gment became general that ( tfce 
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■ Trjkn •Riy fh Society is lega l and en - 
titled to express the views oiics mem- 
bers, however extreme or ridiculous 
others might deem them. What caused 
widespread alarm were not the politi- 
cal views of the society but fantastic 
charges said to have been made by its 
president, Welch, against successive 
Presidents of the United States. 

# # * 

In a long document called "The 
Politician," written before the society 
was formed, Mr. Welch made strong 
charges against President Eisenhower, 
for example, branding him a "conscious 
agent" of the Communist conspiracy, 
and his brother, Milton, a Communist 
Party member for 30 years. Such 
charges shocked the National Associa- 
tion of Manufacturers into disassociat- 
ing itself from anyone who made such 
charges. 

Cardinal Cushing, while praising 
Welch as an "able and courageou's" 
man, said that anyone who said that 
Mr. Eisenhower had been promoting 
communism was "speaking absurdities." 
Mr. Welch does not retract the charges 
but says they were made in private and 
that he does not hold them with 
enough firmness to put them in writing. 

* # * 

Few Americans will approve this 
kind of indictment by indirection which 
builds to terrorism by innuendo. It is a 
method which dishonors the cause in. 
which it is used. Communism cannot 
be checked by a surrender to its 
methods. There is a constant danger to 
the political health of the nation in such 
tactics. 

Calling "Communist" or "Commun- 
ist tool" everyone who does not agree 
with the next man's philosophy is a 
pa me thafr ends In national neurosis. 
UNCLE BS5EEV 
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*Bfreh Society Branded ~^-~ 
As 'Unbalanced, Excited 7 

The John Birch Society yesterday was charac- 
terized as "unbalanced, excited and definitely out of 
focus" in an editorial of the Pilot, official weekly 
newspaper of the Catholic archdiocese. 



The editorial gave the arch- 
conservative anti -communist or- 
ganization credit for "all kinds of 
good intentions," but warned that 
"when we feed the cause of gen- 
uine anti-Communism with over- 
statement, we err just as badly 
as those who nourish Communism 
itself by understatement." 

The lead editorial followed a 
tribute by Cardinal Cushing to 
Robert Welch of Belmont, founder 
of the society, as a "sincere and 
dedicated man." 

But at the same time the prelate 
cautioned against the "exaggera- 
tion and excesses which discredit 
even a good thing." 

| 

j The Pilot called the society a 
i "good thing gone wrong" and said 
that "in protecting ourselves 
against Communism we should be 
careful not to fall into evils al- 
mist as bad." 

ii a real world faced with re 
prlblems, the editorial continue 
"tnere is no place for hysterij 
exaggeration, accusation or 



representation in an authentic 
anti-Communist effort. 

"Clearly, we need a highly esti- 
mable group of American intel- 
lectuals who could be relied upon 
to speak and act with a balanced 
view on Communism," the Pjlot 
said. 



r 



^s 



Bost or. America n,~~B6stbny Ikss * 
"Boston Globe, Boston, Ifass* 
XXX~Boston Keraldj Boston, ftiass* 
"Boston Traveler, Boston, I^ss# 
'Christian Science Monitor, 

Boston, Iv£lss» 
Daily Record, Boston, fees. 



Date ij.-8*»6l 

Edition: MOfWING 

Author : 

Editor: GEORGE K. MINOT 

Title: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 



Clf-ss. or Character: 100- 
Page: p # .i7 
■BuCile No, 
Submitting; Office: Boston 



c& 



sJ JGi '- JU AS< S X J? X L. Ji 1 JL U si JiU i S.U KX IX L'lsKiil aV r RUrl „ /"* ^J}6 

FBI AITT O^IAT X P DEi^L^L^^ZFXr ^lTI03I C-TJXDE 
DJlTI 01-30-2012 



Ha»SG*J' JS JtfMCLA581FIED ^^ - i . x 



"\'n\i mmiii f"i"'inii ii i ii i i ' 1 



m^m •• 



sasj-w^ 




be 

b7C 



BS-8 Revised (6-17-59) 



tVefcOThes Probe by Congresg. 



-u> 



Aims of Birch Society 
Defended by Robert Welch 



ment investigating: committee. 
Be said he would welcome 
such an investigation. 

Welch, who arrived in Los 
Angeles Saturday, will travel 
to Santa Barbara, Calif., 
Wednesday to deliver a speech 
at San Marcos High School. 
The event will be sponsored 
by the John Birch Society of 
Santa Barbara, Ventura and 
San Luis Obispo Cotunieu. * . 



HOLLYWOOD, Apr. 10 
(UPD— Robert Welch, found- 
er and leader of the John Birch 
Society, spoke out in defense 
of the controversial group last 
night by saying its long term 
aim was to halt the "disease 
of collectivism and the flight 
to amorality." 

Welch, 61, retired candy 
magnate from Belmont, Mass., 
specifically denied he was a 
"Nazi" or had complete con- 
trol over the members of the 
national group, j 

Welch made his statements 
while appearing as a guest on 
the half-hour local TV program 
of Dr. James W. Fifield Jr., a 
minister of the First Congrega- 
tional Church. He will appear 
as guest speaker tomorrow 
night at the church's Freedom 
Club in the Los Angeles Shrine 
Auditorium. 

Welch announced the so- 
ciety's primary effort this year 
was to stop the Communist 
conspiracy and "educate as 
many of our negihbors as pos- 
sible as to what's happening 
and why it's happening, and to 
impeach Chief Justice Earl 
Warren." 

Welch denied the group was 
secret or even semi-secret, say- 
ing, "all our beliefs are in our 
publications." 

But Welch promised that 
none of the members would 
decline to testify b y pleading 

were called before a govern- 
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iU*L§jenate Iris — 
Rap Birch Group 

PRINCETON, N.J., Apr. 10 
CUPI)— Three United States 
senators commented on the 
John Birch Society this week-' 
end in addresses beforea three-' 
day symposium on world! 
affairs at Princeton University.' 

The criticism- came from 
Sen. Eugene J, McCarthy (D- 
^inn.), Sen. Jacob K. Javits 
(K-N.Y,), and Sen. Leverett 
Saitonstall (R-Mass.). They 
spoke to some 600 students 
from 21 colleges throughout 
the east attending the event, 
■ entitled "Creative Survival." 
| McCarthy said he did not be-' 
lieve the society should be' 
subjected to a Congressional 
investigation. "I just think the 
Justice Department should 
keep an eye on it," he said. 

Javits demanded a congres- 
sional investigation of its op- 
erations. 

Saltonstall, in his speech, said 
ha felt "strongly" against 
Bi :ch group, "especially w* 
it makes insulting remaij 
about men such as forr 
President Eisenhower." 
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^ Airs Birch Society Aimf *-*^* 

WELCH SAYS HIS GROUP 
FIGHTS MORAL SLUMP 



LOS ANGELES (AP)-The John 
Birch Society is "trying to pre- 
vent the breakdown of morality," 
its founder said Sunday night. 

Robert Welch of Belmont, Mass., 
said also the controversial or- 
ganization opposes "the disease 
of collectivism . . . we've got to 
stop the Communists first. Our 
primary objective is to educate 
our neighbors and fellow citizens 
to what is happening." 

ON SPEAKING TRIP 

Welch was interviewed by Dr. 
James W. Fifield, Jr., minister of 
the First Congregational Church, 
on the latter's weekly local tele- 
vis on program. Welch is here 
for Southern California speaking 
en lagements, 

I Fifield said in introductory 



remarks, "It seems to me we've 
come to the unmasking hour. The 
area of indecision is being swept 
out. Towering high, in my judg- 
ment, is Mr. Robert Welch." 

The pastor asked Welch if the 
society is "semi -secret." 

"It is not semi-secret in any 
way," said the 61-year-old retired 
candy manufacturer. "We don't 
tell how many members we have, 
and we'll not tell the names of 
our members. Except for those 
two things there are no secrets 
about the John Birch Society." 

HAS ACHIEVEMENTS 

The organization's accomplish- 
ments to date? 

"Getting together such as won- 
derful body of patriotic men and 
women," Welch replied. Through 
distribution of books and maga- 
zines, he said, "I think we've 
done quite a good deal to wake 
up more people." 

Asked "whether the Communist, 

conspiracy could have made 

progress without the unknowing 

connivance of people high in gov- 

jfcrnment," Welch said; 

| "I don't think so. Certai ily 
there has been a considerate 
remount of connivance within owi 
government 
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Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 
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Dear Mr*. Hoover: 

Because of mv oast connection with the Bureau I 



ALL IWFOR&AYIQW CO,' > :$&, 



1 



II take the pri 



to you to express my regret at the position you h 
the John Birch Society. You state that the tra c 
(capital G) had best be left to a lav/ enforcement 
F.B.I, with the cooperation of every loyal citize 
operation do you suggest? Most good men, believi 
consider that it is sufficient to live their own 
integrity, without impinging in any way on the li 
has Its missionaries and its prophets, but counti 
harm is done by an evil person than good is done 



/ilege of writing 
iv e taken regarding 
cing down of Communists 
agency such as the 
i. What sort of co- 
ig in personal freedom, 
personal lives with 
res of others. Society 
ig man for man, more 
sy a good person. 



Therefore, as of course you know, (and ^leaee forgive me for 
mentioning it) it does not take many hard-c ore £Dmmunists to cause a 
great deal of trouble in this country. Those can be left to the F.B.I. 
though what your organization can do In .the light of recent Supreme 
Court decisions must produce nothing but frustration among your men 
working on internal security. 

Permit me just a few brush strokes with which to sketch this 
community in which my three children and two stepchildren are receiving 
their education. In five different history coursss in one large eastern 
university each professor was careful to state hi 3 opposition to Com- 
munism, but then Insidiously throughout the coursss gave interpretations 
of history which led to a favorable concept of collectivism. The head 
librarian in the reference room of one of the world's largest libraries 
who meets probably dozens of strangers a week and who therefore could 
not be expected to recall a member who goes to ths reference room once a 
month* said to me gratuitously more than a year af:er my joining, "I 
always remember you because you work for that Republican and we're all 
Democrats around here." A woman's organization, avowedly non-partisan, 
states as its national purpose "complete cooperation with the United 
Eations." Theyrare entitled to their point of vi ?w, but it is neither 
non-partisan nor national. I did no campaigning in the last two presi- 
dential elections, but when asked my preference I admitted in 1956 to a 
liking for Andrews and in 1960 for G-oldwater. I vas called everything 
from idiotic to unpatriotic. Naturally it i s acceptable to mention Linus- 
Pauling in connection with matters scientific., but if Edward Teller is 
mentioned, even in a purely scientific discussion,' his political views 
must also be mentionad and deplored. In school the children learn, or 
at least derive the impression that all international effort is admirable, 
and by Incessant coupling of the word "narrow" with the word "nationalism" 
patriotism is played down. _ L * — --.._.., 



To J. Sdgar Hoover 



Pago 2 



4/4/61 



*Wn 



Wi 



From Princefo'n, Kcv; Jersey, which city Controls the fates of" 
^.f-T.'irai V,r."arod thoucrmd young Americans*, came this sample question which 
my youu^.-st child was called on to answer. Stating categorically that 
a knowledge of history is an antidote for sectionalism and narrow national- 
ism, it says it leads one to realize the __^ ^__ of peoples. "Diff- 
erences", "evolution", and "interdependence" are choices given, but there 
is no choice of opinion in sue h a loaded question. As my oldest hoy 
said to the youngest, who took the test, "Boy, you had better answer 
"interdependence", or it will be counted wrong. He was completely right. 

As a private citizen I do nothing, yet ;he above examples and 
many more of daily occurrence are borne in upon ma and I am bound to notici 
that the climate is not conducive to the freedom zo which we give lip 
service. The John Birch Society, organized as stAdy gro ups by loyal 
and devoted citizens can accomplish much, not only by pooling their 
information and experience but by study and by digging until they reach 
the source of opinions and actions which are promulgated to the detriment 
of our society. 

I am not a member of the John Birch Society. But I know 
Robert Welch, wh o is the head and founder. A more honorable, upright, 
and patriotic, citizen would be impossible to find. Far from being a 
"Hitler" a " demagogue" and "wanting to repeal tie 20th century" he' 
believes in less, not more government, and does r^t wish to see this 1 
country go backward into history in the direction of a totalitarian 
form of government . 

Loyal as 1 am to my country, I am doing no positive good. My 
excuse is that my family occupies all my time. Cthers have different 
excuses. We must be grateful to those who are willing to stick their 
individual necks out by banding together to- count aract the poison spread!: 
so insidiously throughout our country. The John 3irch Society fosters n o 
race or religious prejudice, is neither secret ncr compulsive. It is not 
a debating group; to be so would be to be ineffective. Of course the local 
groups take orders from the central office. What sort of striking force 
would a team be which took little or no direction from its captain but 
which acted as individuals? Ignoring this obvious efficiency in an 
organization whose purpose is clearly stated, the irresponsible press 
calls Robert Welch another Hitler, and implies that that is what he 
wishes in the way of government . The exact reverse is true. Paternalism 
within the family unit is admirable, as a form of government it is 
reprehensible, and should be abhorrent to every liberty-loving America n. 
_I have long admired the way in which you avoid taking sides in 
the political scene, yet have managed to stand for what is truly American. 
B ut even you, I think, have not been able to brinj about a situation in 
which your successor will be chosen with an equal regard for the best 
interests of this country. Admittedly there exist hate groups which, 
while patriotic, do foster dissent among minorities and you rightly 
cannot be associated with them. But if, while bespeaking the loyalty of 
the private citizens of our republic you cannot at the same time endorse 
the activities of the John B irch Society whose scLe aim Is to alert our 
citizens to the totalitarian aims of large groups and numbers of people, 
domestic and foreign, witting and unwitting, then it seems to me that there 
is nothing one -can do but fold one's hands and wait and watch our children 
grow up under communism. 

be 

S inc ere "Iv vnm^ *-' ■ 
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I have reoeived your letter of AprU 4 and 
•eciate the coneern which prompted your eaeemunication. 
I want to thank y on lor giving me tte benefit of new eom- 
meats and observations with respect to the or gaatsatton you 

.discussed. ' 
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Ifhe FBI is strictly an Investigative agency 
of the Federal Government and, as such, neither makes 
evajtations nor draws conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or indrrtdeal. In light 
of the f oregoingj can assure you that I have not aor has any 
representative el thisi Bureau made any statement concerning the 
group you mentioned. 

In view of your interest, I am eneloiing some 
material whioh you may like to read. 
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39US0¥t JQJiH fflnXH SOCIETY 
■■- IS~X/ 

^ Re MY airtel 4/7/61* 

Mrs. ALICE WIEENER, o2) Park Avenue, NY, NY, who 
is well known to the Bureau, furnished the following 
inforisjation on 4/11/61 to SA ALE5I0 SAVIOtAt 

V "The Mew Bedford Standard- Times* (Mew Bedford Mass. ) 
%/T/6l f carried an article Wider the heading, * American 
Institute (AX) To Hear JOHN H3BLE". The article stated that 
NOBLE would speak at 2i30 p,ra, gtaufa^r afternoon at John 
Hancock Mall under the auspices of the AX. 

TO*e article reported that AI officials have pointed* 
out that although AI programs are often reeommended by the 
Jota llreh Society (JBS), the A I speakers are not necessarily 
mefroers of the JBS. 

Further down in the article, it waa Indicated that 
Mrs, WIWNER was not a member of the JBS ana" that HERBERT 
jniimxat was president of the AI. 

Mrs* VXj&MSR said that she would drop the issue 
(that as j that the "Standard -Times" carry a statement that she 
was not a membe* ef the JBS) at this point. However, in the 
future she intt^da to h# vrnr nfly^rni i^ circumspect in her -° 6 



dealings with 



c 



j 



of the * Standard-Times". 



b'7C 




4 - Bureau (Ml) 

1 - 100-3*1171 (AUCE WlJDEKER) 

• Soston (RM) (Info) 

^ Mew York ($2-11243) 
AS/jem 



/W'22?f?-/3£> 



^^^ I CLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DJLT1 01-30--Z012 




BS~8 (Revised 6-17- 



~«Tnfrican lnstihtfe-^ 
To Hear John Noble 

Special to THe Standard-Time* 

BOSTON, April 7-John H. No- 
ble, an American who spent nine 
years in a Soviet forced labor 
camp_ in Siberia, will speak at 
2:30 p, m. Sunday in John Han- 
cock Hall, under the auspices of 
the American Institute. 

Although its programs often aTe 
recommended by the John Birch 
Society, institute officials have 
pointed out that its speakers are 
nok necessarily members of that 
gn jp. Last -week the institute 
spqisored an address by Mrs. 
Alii e Widener, columnist, who fs 
notja member of the society. He > 
hert Philbrick is president of tie 
institute. *- 
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sponsored by the institute and had 
been recommended by the .John 
Sisth Society to its membership. 

The John Birch Society, whjeh 
has received national attention t 
currently because of remarks (at- 
tributed to its founder, Robef UH, 
W. Welch Jr. of Belmont, con- 
cerning President Eisenhower, 
was not discussed at the meeting. 
Mr. Welch was not present. 

The Rev. Oswald Blumit. presi- 
dent of the sponsoring institute, 
before introducing Mrs. Widener, 
commented that "bitter words" 
Jia&been spoken by many Amer- 
icans during calamitous periods 



lews Are Hit 

American Institute 
Hears Mrs. Widener 

By Standard-Times Staff Writer 

BOSTON, April 4— Members*^ 

tha John Birch Society and ,■■,„ ., „ f-11 t „,. ■ „- ^ 
.,!.,, ,„.„- ,.u i. ef _:_ii kh „L like the fall of China to Comflu 
others were told last night that _.-„,.„ ,„. f , „ ,„„„ - ,, „ M 



tha views "of some of our scien- 
tists," if adopted, would mean 
surrender to international Soviet 
Communism. 

^ Mrs. Alice Widener of New 
York, columnist and publisher of 
the news commentary, U.S.A., 
said there seemed to be "the 
closest kind of affiliation" be- 
tween the Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scientists, the Pugwash group, 
and "some of our leading scien- 
tists" in advocating a policy of 
'" cquiescenee." 

ngredients of that policy she 
ilted as unilateral disarmament, 
unilateral ban on nuclear testing 



risk" in relying on the word of 
the Soviets. 

Sound Dollar Urged 

Such views were termed one of 
the two threats to national sur- 
vival, the other being the danger 
to the U. S. dollar. A sound cur- 
rency, an end to deficit spending 
ancna ceiling on the national debt, 
shejaid, are essential. 

Mrs, Widener spoke before 
soml 100 persons, at the Ameri can 
Institute, 64 Sigourney S$eei 
Jamaica Plain. Her address "was. 



nists and the war in Korea, 

He said he did not know ope 
member" of the society who wits 
not of "the highest caliber and 
whom I do not respect." If 
there is a probe o[ the organiza- 
tion, he added, it "will come out 
10 times stronger." 

Suggestions Rejected 
Mrs. Widener was somewhat 
less conservative in her outlook 
than many of her audience. Ihe 
declined to recommend breaking 
off relations with the Sojiet 
Union, removal of the United *a- 
tions from American soil, or cas- 
tigation of UN Secretary General 



advocacy of the "calcur5iecfTOa£ Hammarskjold, as some 



questions from the floor invited 
her to do. 

In her view, mistakes of the 
past were now too ingrained to be 
rectified by such views. 

It was her opinion that Presi- 
dent Kennedy was "aghast" vnen 
he found out what internat onal 
conditions "really were." Shi ex- 
pressed hope that he would r >ach 
wise decisions and would I not 
"accede to those scientists" in 
rmining U. S. nuclear and 
defense policy. 
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Is Sued for 
$150,000 

The John Birch Society of Bel- 
mont is sued for $150,000 by a 
Methodist minister of Santa Ana, 
Calif., who alleges he was falsely 
called a Communist at a Califor- 
nia meeting of the anti-Hed group, 

The Eev. Arthur E. Harrington 
Pastor of the First Methodist 
Church of La Habra filed the suit 
in the superior court at Santa 
Ana. He denied he was a Com- 
m«Ht, and said the aeration! 
hal fxposed him to hatred ridi- 
cul and contempt. f 

Hamed co-defendenfs wlh the' 
society were its founder, Robert 



Welch of Be lmont and Dr. Jamer 
F. Garry, a F7uTeTton?CaIif, den 
ast. Mr. Harrington said thai 
Dr. Garry had referred to him at 
a Communist. 

Dr. Garry has denied the state- 

SS nl - L ? Elrdl g^Up, but b\ 

Communism. He said he waT- 
John Birch Society member * 

nJ n c ft Be l mMlt : a sP^^ffiaiPfoj 
^ u; C fi y , said neithe ' the grow 
nor Welch had m commenf f 
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CHURCHES WARNED 
bN BIRCH SOCIETY 

T/qihe Editor of The Herald: lies who find the Birch Society's 

'■the invitation extended to offi- metho f! of /^ting Communism 
■ • t *«. T t, oi u o • t u. appealing. In the same issue of 
cnls of the John Birch Society by the JBS mMin quoted abovCi 

11 distinguished Protestant the radio broadcasts of Dr. Carl 
clergymen (Herald, Apr. 11) was Mclntire are given high praise 
obviously motivated by a pro- and recommended to members of 
foundly Christian desire to work the Society, And in the widely 
with all those concerned with the publlclzied JBS "Blue Book", Dr. 
threat of Communist totali- Mclntire and other Protestant 
tarianism. But in light of the pub- fundamentalist leaders are des- 
lished record of the John Birch cribed as "great Americanists". 
Society I'm wondering if such By way of explanation, Dr. Mc- 
cooperation is possible? The 11 lntire is the founder of the bit- 
clergymen in question represent terly anti-Catholic American 
the leadership in the highly re- Council of Christian Churches. 
spected Massachusetts Council of In the weekly newspaper of this 
Churches which in turn cooper- Council, the Christian Beacon, Dr. 
ates closely and is affiliated with Mclntire has written: 



the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 

One year ago the official Bul- 
letin of the John Birch Society 
(Apr, I960) carried these words 
of advice to its membership: 

". . , If your church la out of the 
National Council, rejoice and 
help it to stay out. If it remains 
a member, do all you can, and 
enlist your minister's aid, to 
sever all connections. For as 
Jong as your church gives moral 
and financial support to the 
National Council of Churches, as 
the Council ii run today you 
are helping the enemy." 

This article concluded by 
urging a determined drive in 
communities across the land to 



". . . One wonders sometimes 
if all the antagonism of the 
Roman Catholic Church to Com- 
munism is not being played up 
especially in the U.S. at the 
present time for the purpose of 
gaining' advantage for the 
Roman Catholics. . . America 
has to face the Roman Catholic 
terror. The sooner the Christian 
people of America wake up to 
this danger, the safer will be 
pur land." 



Unity in the face of a common ' 
enemy is highly desirable but 
the prospect of genuine and last- 
ing cooperation between members 
of the John Birch Society and 
responsible Protestant spokes- 
men in the Hub strikes me as 
being about as bright as a rebirth 
eliminate Communist influ- of the "Popular Front" represent- 
ee from control over Christian ing every shade of liberal and % 
clurches." leftist opinion. i 

„ word of caution might also GORDON HALL 1 

♦xtefidid here to thoie Catho- Boston m ' m 
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JHE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY- 

IETTE8 TO THE EDITOR 

OF THE PROVIDENCE JOURNAL 

from I 

ROBERT B. DRESSER and NORMAN D. MacLEOD I 



April 



4113,1961. ' 
Dear Sir: 

JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
ATTACKED 

During recent weeks th« papers have 
been fined with stories about The John 
Birch Society, an organization formed 
to fight Communism. 

The Journal has ridiculed and vigor- 
ously attacked the Society. They have 
referred to the Society as having "evil 
views" (See, Journal editorial of April 
1), and they have published cartoons 
linking The John Birch Society and the 
House Committee on Un-American Ac- 
tivities together and suggesting' that 
they "should really know each other," 
meaning apparently that "Birds of a 
Feather should flock together." 

The Journal has sought by telephone 
ealls to get certain information from us 
about our connection with the Society, 
of which we are members. We have pre- 
ferred to prepare a written statement 
answering the Journal's questions and 
containing certain facts which the pub- 
lic should know. 

FOUNDING OF SOCIETY 

The John Birch Society was founded 
by Robert Welch, of Belmont, Massa- 
chusetts, in December 1958. Its immedi- 
ate objective is to fight and destroy trie 
Comm«nist conspiracy in the United 
States. This, every good American, we 
are t ire, will consider a worthy 
object! re. 
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OF ATTACK 

["•Grot attack against the Society*^ 
wu atitffc^'" apparently hy an article 
-whijEli ap^^ed in the official Com- 
Ifomiit &$&, The Feopl$'» World, in 
San SVancUco, on February 25, 1961. 
This was followed by an article in Time 
Magazine, issue dated March 10, which 
began appearing on news stands on 
March 7. 

It is perhaps significant that the 
local units of The John Birch Society, 
which it calls "Chapters", a thoroughly 
respectable title, are called "Cells", a 
name with an evil connotatipn, by The 
People's World, and that this same 
name is used later by Time and the 
Providence Journal. And tfaere are other 
points of similarity. 

This attack, of course, is not based 
upon the Society's fight against Com- 
munism, but rather upon certain state- 
ments alleged to have been made by the 
founder, Mr. Welch, several years be- 
fore the founding of the Society, ac- 
cusing certain high officials in our Gov- 
ernment of being Communists. 

WHY THE ATTACK IS 
STARTED NOW 

If the attack is based upon statements 
alleged to have been nrnde by Mr. Welch 
several years before /the Society was 
founded and if the Society has been in 
operation for over tyo years, the ques- 
tion naturally arises as to why the at- 
tack is started now. 

Perhaps the following facts may 
throw some light on this question: 

For some months the film, "Opera- 
tion Abolition", showing the Commu- 
nist-Planned and Communiat-led stu- 
dent riot in San Francisco against the 
House Committee on Un*American 
Activities last May, has been shown ex- 
tensively about the country. Hundreds 
of copies of the film are in circulation 
and the showing of it is creating a wave 
of bitter resentment against the Com- 
munists. They realize that at last visual 
evidence of Communism in action in the 
United States has been made available 
to the people, and they are trying in 
every way possible to discredit the film 
and to deceive people into believing that 
the film is a fake. 

In this they have been aided by the 
Providence Journal and various other 
newspapers and organizations that wish 
to abolish the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities, in spite of the 
statements of J. Edgar Hoover urging 
its continuance and the recent over- 
whelming vote of approval of the Com- 
mittee by the House of Representatives, 
— 412 to 6. 

The John Birch Society, and its mem- 
bers,, we understand, have been respon- 
sible for thousands of presentations of 
the film in various ports of the country, 
— much more than any other group. 

Can it be that this is the real reason 
that gave rise to the attack? The John 
Birch Society is certainly an organiza- 
tion that can do the Communist con* 
^- i rir_Y_fT n ^ t harm, — rr*"* i ton any 
ot!i*E crganixation of which we hive any 
khowlt&gr 



d that 
idOO Com- 



WHY IS AN ANTI-COMWNIST 
-ORGANIZATION SING 
FOR ATTACK? 

It has been reliably 

there are, or have bean, oVL 

munist-front organizations ift tfcte coun- 
try. 

May we inquire how ma«y of them 
the Journal has attacked-? 

We do not at the moment recall any. 
WE SHOULD APPRECIATE THE 
JOURNAL'S ANSWER TO THIS 
QUESTION. 

If the answer Is "none", then why 
does it single out an Anti-Communist 
organization for attack? 

SOCIETY'S ORGANIZATION 

As the Journal has already learned, 
ws believe, the governing body' of The 
John Birch Society is the "Council", and 
there is also a Committee of Endorsers 
composed of individuals in the various 
states. We are members of that 
committee. 

As far as we know, there is no chap- 
ter, or, as the Journal following the line 
of The People's World would prefer to 
call it, "cell", in Rhode Island. 

SOCIETY'S WORK AGAINST 
COMMUNISM EFFECTIVE 

In our opinion the Society is the most 
effective agency which we have for de- 
feating the Communist conspiracy in 
the United States. Robert Welch is the 
most dedicated Anti-Communist and the 
best informed person on Communism of 
whom we have any knowledge. For ex- 
ample, from t the very start, while the 
State Depart nent, the New York Tirles 
and other ne ^papers and individuals! in 
the country were hailing Fidel Caslro 
as the savioir of Cuba, Mrv W*lch fe- 
cleared that Castro was in outright 



..ayffa ■ 



■jfrigmniUstjfl ft tool of Sov^t 
*JWB8S^TOh stated his reasof 




?55L»n • * dan S Wa threatened by the 

m-n „ 1 • he , hl * hest res P»ct for this 
jwnwhoi. dedicate hi? life to tbl! 

WHETHER WE BELIEVE 

Foster S.f re8 !? ent Eis ^ower, jSSJ 

States SSS and Certain oth « United 
otates leaders were Communista n,Z 

. answer is emphatically^ ' 0ur 

STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL 

R W*i n % tion is P re ^"tly enraged in a 

t,*?*" 1 ',,? 1611 ^ is Soviet ^ssia, which is 
bent upon dominating the world Tt f 

SHE? Sf ifc ** attai * S objec iv 1 : 

in du Ttinii i *! f fttes of A m«riea, will 
in aue time be taken over. It ev D *rV« I»! 

cora, stealing our mi itarv 'seerntc »«* 
promoting the adoption $ EM 

A dw,BBr ""I* Soviet Rus sia may be 
KJwn° accom P lf Sh her objective and 
within a very few vM»-n ;* iT-JT-Tll- ' . 

domination is terrifvin/n E? 8Uch 

on Un-American Activities and Thf 

this countr? 6 Communist conspiracy if 
.^ Whose side does the Journal think it 

STATEMENT BY 
ADMIRAL BURKE 

«S£fJrS5i^ Associat «* *«- 

chi'if^V ^ lei ^ A - Burke > u.s. 

Chief of Naval Operations said 
£** totalitarian Communism may 
conquer the world because oFwhat 

s^ttaSEsr 1 ' traditionai *«£■ 

"Burke said an optimistic refusal 
to acknowledge the extent of the 

•■-ttruggle hav« cn.u*9<i m *585nz-~ 







'but 



Thf f Communists, he said, 'hope 

-Msa^gjL^n indifference, .auiLown 

*P«.tfl$T» own frmcnfoi&Fwjgp* 

«»Wll things will in themselves 

ideas and the ideals 

Ijiogmze the urgency of 
(ttuniat threat, ha eald, 
» '- remain many others in 
private life in our affluent society 
who are so self-satisfied, so com- 
fortable, so content that they can- 
not be bothered with the . . , 
dangers which surround them.' 

"Burke said many nations have 
fallen t» conquerers because their 
'citizens were self-satisfied, placid, 
self-confident, money-getting, pleas- 
ure-loving people, honoring success 
and hugging their financial 
security.' 

"The nation's military strength 
must be maintained, he said, but 
'national security is based on 
courage, not on money nor on 
material wealth, military power'." 

STATEMENT OF AMERICAN 
BAR ASSOCIATION'S SPECIAL 
COMMITTEE 

In its IMS report the American Bar 
Association's Special Committee on 
Communist Tactics, Strategy, and Ob- 
jectives stated: 

"The real strength of communism 
in the United States is the number 
. of non-Communist organizations 
and individuals who will collaborate 
with th* Communists. For every 
Communist Party member, there 
may be one hundred non-Commu- 
nists \vh? will dtp the work of the 
Communists. \\, 

"The Communists now have six 
hundred fronts. |n addition they 
have 'fronts in frofct of the fronts.' 
Making use of their fellow travel- 
ers and dupes, plus their 'united 
front tactic,' the Communists boast 
they can have fifty-thousand letters 
on any issue sent to Capitol Hill or 
the White House inside of seventy- 
two houn, * * * 

"The greatest asset the Commun- 
ists hav* at the present time is 
not the hydrogen bomb, certainly 
not Soviet satellites, but world 
ignorance of their tactics, strategy 
and objectives. * * * 

"Most persons who are informed 
on communism think our country 
is now in ixeater danger than were 
the Titanic and Pearl Harbor. The 
thesis of J. Edgar Hoover's new 
book, Masters of Deceit, is: 

" 'Communism is the major 
menace af our time. Today, it 
threatens the very existence of our 
western civilization.' " 

DUPES 

That "dupes" innocently play a most 
important part in the Communist move- 
ment to take over the United States is 
demonstrated by the San Francisco riot 
film. Can the American people be got- 
ten to understand this ? 



Yours Truly, 

ROBERT fc DRESS 
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eneral Shitted in Army 

Ik ~ 

irch Society Probe 

WASHINGTON (AP)— The army announced yes- 
terday thai Maj. Gen. Edwin A. Walker has been re- 
lieved «E command of the 24th Infantry Ttfviswn in Ger- 

mamy pending an jitvestigajpan ' 
of allegations that he gava 1 his 
troops materia about the right- 
wing Jobs Birch Society. F 

The Army said Sec. «f the 
Azmy Elvis J. Stafer has ordered 
Walker transferred immediate- 
ly to U. S. Army European, 
headquarters at Heidelberg, 
Germany "pending the out- 
come of an official investiga- 
tion of certain public statements 
and actions of Gen. Walker." 

Although the statement did 
not mention the Birch Society, 
■officials acknowledged that this 
was the matter involved. 

The investigation is now be- 
ing made by Gen. Bruce Clarke, 
Commander-in-Chief of Army 
Forces in Europe. 

The controversy arose last 
weds when the Overseas Week- 
ly, a privately owned service- 
men's newspaper, charged that 
Walker used army facilities to 
disseminate to his troops what 
it called propaganda of the anti- 
Communist John Birch Society. 

The paper reported that pub- 
Jieatioas a»d material of the 
society are distofeuted among 
24t& Division soldiers under 
rams set up by Walkerf 
verseafi Weekly also atid 
society's material had teen 
Jolted in the (2iviRi|«'s 
If newenajier. 
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Rabbis Urge 

Nation Probe 1 

/r •"■/ 

Birch Society 

ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. (AP) 
—The Rabbinical Council . of 
America yesterday asked Atty. 
Gen. Robert Kennedy to investi- 
gate the right-wing John Birch 
Society. 

The request to Kennedy was 

made in a telegram sent by the 

council during its 25th annual 
convention. 

It came after Rabbi Emanuel 
Raekman of Far Kockaway, 
N. Y,, honorary president of the 
council, called the Birch Society 
"narrow, fascist-like and big- 
oted." 

"Bigotry, hatred and anti- 
Semitism are the forerunners 
of the totalitarian plot to un- 
dermine freedom and liberty 
everywhere," Rabbi Raekman 
told the group. He said the trial 
of Adolf Eichmartn now being 
conducted in Jerusalem should 
serve as a reminder of this. 

The Birch Society, he said, 
.'is introducing* into our com- 
munities grave forces of disseft- 
lion, division and defamation, 
4'hich can ultimately eventuate 
il a breakdown of democracy 
and fair play in all our national 
dealings." 
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Dear Nichols: 

Here he is ag.-in, that old 
F.B.I. Front. 



of 



This time insteac of asking a favor, I 
have one to do for you, IT you want it. 

The John Birch Sociftv of which th-re 
has "been so much. talk in the paper? 01 
late. 

I hsve a rather complete file on t: is bird 
all the result of a member of my <y* n 
church giving him my name to add tc his 
"sucker" list. 

I have letters written by Welch ant: signed 
by him and a rather complete list cf 
"the inner circle" of control. I siting 
him (and I have a copy of the letter) 
by calling him a faker and he coulc not 
resist the temptation to "put me ir my 
place" . 

I have been in his home and even lent 
I.jrs Welch my copy of "The Fatten Story" 
tfhen I had to so over and pick up the 
book, I visited the inner sanctum £ t 
Concord Avenue and saw the staff of 
the Birch Society. 



As you will remember, I have . 
I J tfant us to so up and clean Lr.2 
place out ? 

I often think of the, rlfl, Yfl WftfiTfl 



I I, you and I out[ 



at York and I can still taste the s-eak^. 
served at "The Inn" 



lb 6 
b7c 






Cordially 




-FILEI? '*' ■ > 

l £bI"-aOSVOi 



'■* 3tif!& --v Awe too£<to RoXfoe ^J^w 

DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY PERILED FROM: 

F 
£j X .iHlLJ I UIIjHl 1 IL U Si ks lj<£z±.£> jlrl L-jn, 1 X. UiM UU XL- E Si 

PATE 01 -SO- 2012 




t 



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DIPJtflD FP.OH: 

FDT ?i TIT HM fa T T f T'tVfT ft £ CTFT P ft TTfTFJ PTTTT'eIS' 

DATE 01~30~201Z 



April 7, 13G1 



Dear 



I have received your letter 
which was forwarded to me .by former Assist 
Louis B. Nichols of this Bureau. Thank you 
me the benefit of your remarks concerning tt; 
and individuals you discussed. While your oi 
tion Is deeply appreciated, I can think of no v 
yea can assist us at this tin: 2 In connection * 
you mentioned. 

With respect to your obser 
like to point out to you that the FBI is strict!; 
tive agency of the federal Government and n 
nations nor draws conclusions as to the char;: 
of any organization, publication or individual 



if April :i, 1961, 
nt to the Director 
or givin;; 
; organisation 
er of aoopera- 
ly in wk.ch 
th the r- atter 

itions, I would 
an Inve&tiga- 

;.tuer ma^es eval- 
;:ter or integrity 



la view of your interest, I ;.. ji enclosing some 
literature dealing with the general subject of ;oinmunism 
which you may like to read. 



Tf*r/e>3 A«C (fl«*o BCfi/fcC^/w 
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Rerep of SA CHARLES J. KBLLRRHAN dated 3/ 15/61 at Kansas City. 
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2 - Bureau (RM) 
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be needed in a future report. 
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He Kanaaa City letter to Bureau, attention of Centr al Research* 



HnfaH li/?A/Al ff«T\f<nwnrt at aKrt 



va g 



entior or centra. 



For the information of Kansaa City, "Amerl san Opinion" is tho 
official publication of the John Birch Society. Information 
concerning ROBERT H. WEtCH, JR., head of ttie John Birch Society, 
ia set fortETS"SA"CL!B!P3 "#59-13 dated 3/10/59 and #60-5 dated 
1/26/60. Information concerning the John 3irch Society ia 
aet forth in SACLET #61-14 dated 3/21/61. 
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phn Birch Idea H 

s" By HOLMES ALEXANDER 

^ASHINGTON, D. C— Many will write to say 
?0$l$it takes a foolhardy columnist to rise and de- 
teiiS ~fche John Birch Society, especially when he's 
not : ; a member. My answer would be that it took 
the touch of the desperado to discover the New 
World, the two polar regions, medical anesthetics 
and many inaccessible but abstract truths as well. 
JNothlng ventured, nothing gained. 




Robert Welch, founder and 
president of the JBS, has pon- 
■dere5\long and reached the con- 
sidered opinion that the Eisen- 
hower^ brothers have not been 
; MU^Jnmunist enough, and that 
' Chief .Justice Earl Warren is a 
* menace to the American repub- 

;..; These are extreme positions, 
^rendered more extreme by mis- 
quotation and distortion. But 
^WelOh made the min hot blood in 
an era"- when the battle is going 
against' us internally, externally, 
morally and psychologically. 



Epithets Unfair 



With Mr. Kennedy's disaster in 
^uba; laos and Geneva, added to 
"Mr. Eisenhower's in Japan, Paris, 
the lJri2 case, and Mr. Truman's 
in: Potsdam, Korea and Hungary, 
it doesn't seem too much to for- 
give^, high-tempered man for 
iising>bugh language. 

elch owes some apologies 

Relieve he does), many per- 

milCowe the same to him. It is 

Iting for a gray-haired super- 




patriot (why is that noun a 
smutty word?) to be called a 
fascist, dictator, nazi, hate-mon- 
ger and anti-Semite. All these are * 
epithets capable of inciting per-i 
sonal and professional injury to, 
Welch and, by unfair association, '. 
to his followers. Welch has denied ; 
that he is, or would ever be, any 
of these things. He and several 
JBS members have asked to be ' 
examined before congressional 
committees so as to refute these 
accusations under oath. 

Goals Not Same 

The oSicety is a perfectly f lr- 
ious anti-Communist organization ' 
which advocates giving the Reds 
some of their own medicine. By 
implication, this could mean 1 
taking Havana as ruthlessly as 
hrushchev took Budapest, train- 
ing guerillas and subversives to 
upset Communist governments, 
making anti-Americans as unpop- 
ular in America as anti-Reds are 
in Communist lands. 

/ Much of the JBS policy is 
/shocking to prudish Americans' 
/(and those who affect prudish- j 

ness to show off ttieir "couth 
ness"), but the other day Rep. 
Walter Judd (R., Minn.) made 
the same philosophic points in 
much more doquent, more cogent 
language. Speaking before the 
US. Chamber of Commerce, 
Judd insisted (as does the JBS) 
that we can't apply Judeo-Chris- 
t]an ethics or American codes of 
honor and chivalry to commun- 
ism. 



Judd said 



CC Bureau 




ists are noFpursuing the tame 
goals as we, at our best, arSjjpur- 
faing, 

"And why are they not pun|t%[ 
ie same goals as we? It 
bause they do not believe 
same things as we do— aboi 
and about the universe; that is, 
about God. 

"We cannot readily condemn 
esthetic Communists for betray- 
ing Christian values which they 
have never professed, and llftidh. 
in fact they deny. It is apuf d 
to believe that they can sake 
moral judgments when their 
creed tells them that man is not 
a moral being, but is an economic 
animal." 



Robert Welch and Walter M. 
1 tteugh miles apart in their abi-' 
ify to articulate, are trying 1 
s£ ^ much the same thing, wic 
is this: Let's stop treating wq 
mSnists like moral equals. ■ 
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i/ends B/rcfj Socjgf y 

T4 the Editor of The Herald: had quoted the two sentenced 
tecen% two letters were print- which immediately precede/1 



■JgjpjJQgr Gordon Hall and Julius those he ripped from the Januai 
?$$FiMei& attacking the John .1961 Bulletin to add to his per 
Birch -Society, 

Mr. 1 Hall offers the fact that 
because .the National Council of 
Churches is severely criticized 
(by the Birch Society), Protes- 
tants should keep away from the 
Society. Does Mr. Welch stand 



sonal thoughts on the matter. 
They read, "The real issue is 
not integration, in the schools or 
in restaurants, or anywhere else. 
The first issue of importance in- 
volved is States' Rights." 

Very few liberals appreciate 



alone in this criticism? We all this fact of states' rights which 



can think of radio commentators, 
Congressional committees, Air 
Force training manual writers, 
etc., that weren't overly friendly 
in the past. 

Catholics are also warned by 
Mr. Hall (despite the Cardinal's 
endorsement of JBS) through 
false usage of logic. Because, in 
the Blue Book, Mr. Welch praised 
Protestant fundamentalists, one 
of whom is anti-Catholic (maybe 
even more than one), therefore 
the Birchers are anti-Catholic, 
As a Catholic, I'd rather heed the 
Cardinal's advice. 

Mr. Bernstein mentions that in 
the March, 1961, bulletin, the Su- 
preme Court is smeared with the 
label* of "instrument of Comniu- 



the conservative holds so d^ar. 

Now. I ,must touch on a low 
blow which Mr. B. aims at the 
JBS by means of the same il- 
logical reasoning. The insinuation i 
of anti-semitism is one . which ■ 
cannot be substantiated any- , 
where either in the literature of 
the _ Society or in any utterances' 
of its members. As a matter of 
fact, (he Anti-Defamation League [ 
of the B'nai B'rith found no such 
evidence and is actively helping ■ 
our field co-ordinators in other 
regions of the country set up 
meetings to show anti-Commu- 
nist films. 

This latter charge so grossly- 



nist global conquest," It happens unfair and untrue, should enable 1 
this exact quote is the title of a any real American to see through ' 
report prepared for the Senate the mud and smear, that is cur- 



Internal Security Committee 
1958. Wot by Mr. Welch.) 

re note further the attempt to 
^ociate Mr. Welch with the 
Syearing mob of segregationists- 
' __ lgu|sji§na. Perhaps it 'would 
five cleared the air -if Mr. B. 



rently being, thrown at Mr. Bob- , 
erf Welch, the John- Birch So- 
ciety, and, anyone else.whOiSpeaks , 
out against communism's inroao's ' 
in America today. 
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Cochituate. 
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SOfiEST-WttCH \nc 
8ELUONT 79 MASS 



SM-C 



DATE: 5/V"* 



sa * - ■ 



^M\ 



On 3/31/61 
reliable information 



a source who has furnished 



in tne pasiX 



[ 



] 



lh7n 



"The Worker," 23 West 26th Street, NYC, an East Coast 
Communist weekly newspaper. 

Attached above is a photograph of the name and 
address of a subscriber. 

An explanation of the symbols appearing under the 
name and address is set forth on the reverse side of thi3 
memorandum. 

The above is forwarded for your information and ^ 
appropriate action.. j$m* ■* '^iXkft ( f I -/£* 



No copy of this attachment is bai^ w . 

the NYO. |SEB1AU2£D- 



RGO : rmv 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HSRgiN m UNCLASSIFIED 







SY MBOLS, 

The last line of the subscribers stencilled name 
j.nd address Indicates: 

1. Date of expiration .,,,.-.-,..■ -'■:- .. v . ...■■;.. 

2. Length of subscription '"' ' 

- 3. New- straight renewal or old renewal 

4. Name of. paper,., ....... .;,,-, v... < =. ■ . - -. . 

5. Whether direct"' or through an agent 



\>. 



To determine' length of' 1 3ub'we i: use" A' thru M (Omitting I) 



<A -" 


' r mo". 


B - 


2 »v 


C - 
I) - 


3 " 

4,M 




5." 

6 ,n ■■ 


iipn 


(6 mo 



U. 


- 


.8 raosv. 


J" 


- 


•9" *'■' 


K. 


- 


10" 


L 


.- 


.11", ■. 


M 


.-. 


1 year. 


2M 


— 


.2 years 



(6 months')* and '"M" (1 year)' are mbsVoften found 
©n THE WORKER subs, also "K" (10 months). 

For fractions of a month, J is used. 
EXAMPLE: ■ '5-11-59 M W refers to a Sunday "Worker" Sub 
for one year, expiring May 11, 1959. 

5-11-591 W refers to a 6 mo. "Worker" Sub 
which will run for an extra week over 6 months , and which 
expires May 11, 1959. 

For subscriptions that are renewed within two 
weeks after expiration, the symbol "R 1! is used, to show that 
no copies are missed, e.g., 5-11-59 FR. 

For subscriptions that were renewed after the date 
of expiration and tne two weeks of grace, the symbol appears 
as RS, e.g., 5-11-59 RS which signifies that the subscription 
was renewed after expiration. 

If the subscription is received through an agent of 
any kind, the symbol "A" is found at right of the plate, e.g., 
5-11-59 M W A. 

If THE WQB2CE&- subscript!^ was a combination sub, 
the symbol D.is included, e.g., 5-11-59 MW D. 
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About the John Birch Society 



■/ 



I wish to challenge certain 
charges leveled by Robert 
Dresser, Norman MacLeod 
and Father Peter Magulre in 
relation to the recent press 
controversy involving "Hie 
John Btrch Society. 

In a signed advertisement 
(Sunday Journal, 4/16) 
Messrs. Dresser and MacLeod 
assert that ". . . The recent 
attack against the Society was 
started apparently by an arti- 
cle which appeared in the of- 
ficial Communist paper, The 
People's World, in San Fran- 
cisco, on February 25, 1961." 
Speaking before the Cranston 
Council, Knights of Colum- 
bus, (Evening Bulletin, 5/4) 
Father Maguire charged that 
the liberal press took its cue 
from Communist newspapers 
in attacking The John Birch 
Society. 

It is true that The Peo-. 
pie's World, .a scurrilous 
West Coast Ccpimunist news- 
paper, attackefl the Society in 
late February of this year. 
But this stSry appeared a 
full six months after the con- 
servative and respected Bos- 
ton Herald published an ex- 
tensive front-page series. 
Stanley Eames wrote three 
separate expose pieces which 
the Herald published on 
August 28-30, 1960. 

Prior to the Herald articles, 
the Milwaukee Journal pub- 
lished a front-page story en- 
titled "Group Branding Ike 
As Red Has 10 Chapters In 
Wisconsin." This piece ap- 
peared in the Journal on July 
31, 1960. The Chicago Daily 
News, the Miami Herald, the 
Louisville Courier-Journal 
and many other dally ne\tt- 
paperl placed 1 " The Jc in 
Birch I Society in perspect ve 
for trfsir readers long before 
the wommunist . press had 
_afflthing to report. 
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dorsed and encouraged 
port of antir g^tholia . 
kyh : m? itfBcfi" 1 pat 
BIw Book of the \^|2<3i 
movement, for txampl*,^ de- 
scribes Carl Mclnttre,, -'$&&.. 
er of this ^American 
of Christian Churches," 
". . . great Americanist"] 
encourages Birch Sc 
members to support 
tire's radio broadcast! With 
financial contributions. 

The antf-CathoIicism otMo- 
Intire is better known man 
before as a result of ha re- 
cent and strenuous effort* to 
keep any Roman CaAolic 
from being nominated fof the 
presidency. In a bitter ap- 
peal letter issued last Decem- 
ber, i the American Council 
gloomily acknowledged the 
Kennedy victory in these 
words: 

". , . Whether we will now 
lose our liberty and frafcjom 
to Romanism *r whethsf we 
will now surrender our «#ver- 
eignty to Gsixnunism to of 
little importance. The Iking 
that Is important Is that both 
of these threats are nftarer 
to reality now than evsr be- 
fore in our history." 

The Journal and Evening 
Bulletin have carefully docu- 
mented their criticisiai of 
The John Birch Society and 
founder Robert Welch. It is 
regrettable that Messrs. 
Dresser and MacLeod, along 
with Father Maguire, choose 
to answer these criticises by 
suggesting and implyiifj that 
they originated In the Com- 
munist press. It Is prasjsely 
these tactics which art help- 
ing further to discredit The 
John Birch Society. 

Gordon D. Ralls 

Boston, Mass, 



Father Maguire also told 
the Knights of Columbus in 
Cranston that he is not yet 
read^te*^«e an opinion of 
The John Birch Society be- 
cause he does not ". . . know 
enough about it." Before such 
an opinion is forthcoming, I 
respectfully suggest that 
Father Maguire carefully ex- 
amine the relationship of the 
Society to the bitterly anti- 
Catholic, extremist Protes- 
tant fundamentalist church 
orbit. Despite Mr. Welch's 
statements concerning a very 
large Catholic following, the 
official publications of his So- 
ciety"*nuCw «^ insistently tn- 
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Complaint Form 
FD-7 1 (10-20-55) 



% 



* 



Note: Hand print names legibly; handwriting satisfactory for remainder. 



Subject's name and aliases 

WELCH SOCIETY 
"MEET THE PRESS 1 * 



Address of subject 



Complainant 



rf> 



Character of case 



Complainant's address and 
telephone number 



o o 

Q 



Age 



[ _JMale 

I i Female 



Weight 



-4_ 



\. Eyes 

\ 



Complaint received 

■rsoival I ■"■ ( Telephonic 



>ate 5"2l"6l rt m , 6'lj.flPM 



foe 

b'7( 



irth date and Birthplace 



Complexion 



Scars, marks or other data 



Facts of complaint 



advised this office tl at he tried to 

_ t in touch with Mr', wnpvgp. in Washington. D. C. and was 
referred to this off ice « T ^ 3t:at:ed Jhat he was 
watching the WELCH SOCIETY meet the press c i TV and claims 
that it is a new Bund, 



foe 

fo7( 



| stated that the FBI should get ifter him (MR, WELCH) 
and that we don't ne ed him to try and tell us how to run the 
country J ~H saated we fefeve the Den Herat's and 

Republican's to do that. 



b6 

fo7: 



'.i-A. ii\..*Cj.*.vi. *fk-'i»' L'' 



''^ii£$y^ *o& it m Bte/w*/^*^ 
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ead Puts Kennedy 
lack on Approved List 




WASHINGTON, May 21 
(UPD— Robert Welch, head of 
the John Birch Society, said 
today that President Kennedy's 
name has been dropped from 
the list of officials the group 
does not approve. 

But he said this does not 
repudiate criticisms the society 
leveled at Mr. Kennedy when 
he was in the Senate. 

On a nationwide television 
program (NBC — Meet the 
Press), Welch also denied that 
he ever had said "in writing or 
'in words" that former. Presi- 
dent Eisenhower was a Com- 
munist. 

He said he made such a state- 
ment, however, in letters sent 
out to close friends. He said 
the contents of the letters had 
beep made public through & 
"sepous breach of confidence, 
unethical journalism and dis- 



regard of my property rights.' 

He said Eisenhower's name', 
had not been dropped from the ' 
Birch *BIue Book," although] 
some members favored such- 
action, i 

Welch also denied that the. 
society is a secret organization. I 
He described it as a non-profit* 
educational group dedicated to 
fighting communism and pre- 
serving a "constitutional re- 
public" in this country, rather 
than a democracy. 

Welch declined to comment 
on Mr. Kennedy's record in the 
White House so far, except tol 
say he would "like to see thet 
honeymoon go on longer."j ■ 

He did say, however, that he ; 
thought Mr. Kennedy fwasl 
"under Communist influence", 
while he was a senator. * 
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Movement Is Gfowim 



fl P nt^?P NGT0N (AP) - The fou "der and presi- 
S* 1 ll j? eiomng "very rapidly in strengU, 



Robert Welch,' countering ' mainaccom P lishmen t "thousands" 
charges the ultra-conservative or-, of sil0win S s of the film "Operation 
ganization is semi-secret and mion " and film st "P» "Com 
makes no accounting of its fundsj munism on the Ma P-" 
said the audit would be submitted "Operation Abolition" was put 

wo weelT /5 C0UnCil * H t0gether by the Ho ^ ComnS- 
' tee °« Unamerican Activities 

But it will not be released to from iihns taken du ™g a riotous 
the membership or the public, h e l st ^ dent Protest against a corn- 
stated. * ' jmittee session in San Francisco. 

Welch spoke out in one of his Welch was questioned closely 
I rare meetings with me press on' on char Ses he had called Eisen- 

' Sr t ? e J2 sion ne ws panel <NBC-' ht>we^, while he w as president, 
Meet The Press), i"a dedicated, conscious agent of 

The retired Belmont, Mass 'f!^ L Communis ^ conspiracy." 
candy manufacturer also re*'? said he ma de this state- 
fused .to tell the panel the present ™ ent ^ ^ a private letter 
membership of the organization " ever cleared for publication. He 
He defended such precautions asir.SP*- * Wared in his book 
necessary safeguards against! he p ohtician." 

the group. 6 M "™e: President Kennedy he said, "I 

w ., . \zTlu hBV ? a c]ear P ictur e of 

*fS h ' whose organization has'„ ? has ha ?Pened in these three 
SE? "•{! ™ er °«s politicai;^> ur ™ nt! ? s yet" He admitted 
storms with accusations against^ 1112 cntlcaI of Kennedy when 
high public figures includinfffn! ,he was a se ™tor 

ana Earl Warren, present Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court) 

fhiSi y r ]OSmg . groiind every-, 
where to Communism-both domes- 
tically and internationally. 

tohlit !? e s ^ iet y> attempting' 
jojiaJt^hesaid, and listed as its 
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April 



26, 1961 % 



Office of F.B.I. 
Boston, Mass, 
Dear Sirs: 

I noticed this encloaod clipping in our 
Old Colony Memorial newspaper and as I am at 
reading the book "Mast ers of Deceit 11 , by J. I 
I feel that | | is mistaken on the numt 
Communist Party memoers ia this country. If 
give me the correct number, I would apprecial 
I would like to answer his letter and give hi 
cor rect number from your files . 

| | is a member of the Citizens fcr Peace 
believo 



Plymouth 
present 
igar Hoover, 
3r of 
you could 
3 it as 
a the 



b6 
b7c 



CommiT-i.ee ana i believo chairman* 

I would also like the background on the 
"Operation Abolition". I was vory impressed 
danger we are in as a nation after seeing it 
someone told me it was not ? factual* If you. 
possibly give me information on this film I v 
appreciate it. If it is a ttue^ film I plan i 
show it if I find there are enottgb^people her 
in seeing it» 



Yours truly . 




film 
at the 
but 

could 
Duld 

3 interested 




be 
hi' 



P„S, I.; would like th© clipping back. 
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ttce of the F.M 
Eoston, Sags, 






lf.?0 Atlantic Avenue 
Boston 10, Hassachusett 
May 3» 1961 



/>' 



Dear 312*8 



•/ 




\ 



Your letter dated April 26, 1" ■■! has boon 
received and the Interest which prorrptac your* eoraiaunieation 
Is appreciated. 



Plesae be advised that the £11 
confidential and available for official 
the FBI makes no evaluations or reeommer 
the character or integrity of any organ 1 
or publication* Our inability to fuml? 
not be interpreted as implying we do or 
In our files concerning the subject of x 



:'S of the FBI are 
ase only- Accordingly, 
:.ation8 concerning 
nation. Individual 
\ any comment should 
to not have inforaiation 
>ur Inquiry • 



The newspaper clipping which ;: m forwarded with 
your letter is returned as requested # 

Very truly /ours, 



Enclosure (X) 



Special Ag* *t in Charge 



(2) / 
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Jjhn Birch SJagan 
On Postal Meters ! 



k WASHINGTON (AP) -fhe 
Post Office Department &afd 
Thursday it has tried to stop use 
w a private postal meter slogan 
by members of the John Birch 
Society. 

The slogan, "This is a Repub- 
lic, Not a Democracy — Let's 
Keey It That Way!" has been 
used by six members of the mil- 
Itantly conservative society who 
leased meters from the Pitney. 
Bowes Co. 

Postmaster-General J. Edward 
Day told the House Post Office 
Committee he had ashed Pitney- 
Bowes to get the users to stop 
and three had compiled. The 
other three refused, he said. 

Day said he planned no fur- 
ther action against the three. 
Ifew regulations covering prA-ate 

Jeter companies are Meing ! 
afted, he said, and the mTtter 
obably will be dealt with wen. 
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T*?ehcfif of Nazism' 



\y Pawfucket Clergyman 



There is no room in America 
for a philosophy as autocratic 
?s that of the Birch Society or 
its founder, Robert Welch, be- 
cause it has the "familiar 
stench of Nazism, Fascism and 
Communism," the Rev. J. Ro- 
land Palangio, pastor of Park 
Place Congregational Church, 
Pawtucket, told his congrega- 
tion yesterday. 

He condemned Mr. Welch for 
his alleged statement that one- 
thirrf of Protestant ministers 
help the Communist cause and 
that many use their pulpits to 
prflach communism. 



"I am not about to say that 
it is wholly impossible for a 
member of the clergy to become 
a Communist," he said. "Un- 
doubtedly some of them have. 
But to say that one-third of the 
clergy are either Communists 
or dupes of that party is a bla- 
tant lie and an aid to the Com- 
munists." 

Mr. Palangio said that 
FBI officials have repeatedly 
stressed that Communism has 
not achieved any substantial 
success in exerting influence or 
control over the nation's clergy- 
men and religious institutions. 

The clergyman said Mr. 
Welch had issued a bulletin to 
society members urging them 
to take over the Parent-Teacher 
Associations, where they would 
run into a battle with deter- 
mined leftists. 

"I submit that this is hate 
peddling of the worst kind," he 
said. "There is no evidence any- 
where that PTA groups are in 
the control of Communists. Yet 
the very tenor of Mr. Welch's 
language implies that the PTA 
must be rescued from Moscow 
at whatever cost and by what- 
ever means." 

He said that this was the use 
of a scare technique which is 
used by propagandists with 
great success because of the 
gullibility of many people. 

"Communism cannot succeed 
where there is a vital church, 
warmed by the fire of the gos- 
pels," he said. "It cannot suc- 
(fesdamong people Whoare 
caugnf>«p in the love of GS^ 
made real in their own lives." 
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to Secrecy, Veterans Told 



PLYMOUTH, June 4— Sen. 
Gale W. McGee (D-Wyo.) lev- 
eled a verbal six-shooter at thy 
John Birch Society and itl 
Massachusetts sounder Roberli 
Welch in an address this after- j 
t noon at the closing session of 
the three-day encampment of 
the Massachusetts Jewish War 
Veterans and its auxiliary at 
the Mayflower Hotel here. 

He said he seriously ques- 
tioned the capabilities of a self- 
! appointed spy -hunting group 1 
I which can't tell former Presi- 
dent Eisenhower from a Com- 
imunist or the late Gen George 
[C. Marshall from a traitor. ] 

i * * 

1 The former college history; 

professor said it is Imperative 

i to smoke the Birch Society \ 

into the open a$ secrecy is its < 

strength. 

' The senator saw significance' 
in the fact that the known, 
.number of card-carrying Com-, 
munists in the United States is' 
now less than 10,000 while 20 
years ago there were more tlfen 
100,000. j ' 

*| He said that the Birch So- 
\hty philosophy leads to ?n- 
'sane fear and national panic 



can be the only consequence of 
the activities ofr^iie.^hony 
radical right-wingers." 
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I ay 29, 1961 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
470 Atlantic Avenue 
Boston , Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 



I am a Civil Service employee and a Lieutenar : Colonel in 
the Massachusetts Air National Guard. At pre nent, I am 
seriously considering Joining the John Birch Society of 
Belmont, Massachusetts. As far as I can det<= .mine, the 
objectives and methods of the society are cor ai stent vith 
Americanism and above reproach. 

If you have any information to the contrary j agar ding the 
society's motives and methods } please advise. 



"Thank you very much. 
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ItfO Atlantic Avenue 
Boston 10 1 Massaohusett :j 
Juno 2, 1961 



wear sirs 



Heferonoe is made to your lot -;er of May 29 f 



19 63, and the Interest which prompted you 
Is greatly appreciated * 



coxnmuni cation 



While I would like to be of i 
y&l is strictly an investigative agency 
In our filaa is confidential and availat 
use only. The function of the FBI as a 
ageney does not extend to furnishing ev* 



.isistanne, the 
^nd Inf orroatlon 
le for official 
:'act-gatherirg 
Vu&tlona or 
or integrity 
of any organization, individual or publi .atior. 



recommendations concerning the char act -^ 



•j.'his should not bo construed :io imply that 
ue do or do not have information in our lies concerning 
tho subject of your inquiry* 

Very truly 3 'urs t 



L. L. LAUGra; :u 
Special Agenl In Charge 
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'JMENT 



Memorandum 



TO 



SAC 



d\te: 6/114/61 



FROM 



SUBJECT 



Liaison 




IO ID 

b7C 



On 6/Q/61 . an Individual Identif ying himself as 

I telephonlcal y contacted tms 



office and inquired regarding a gpaaffh aiiog *ny made by the 
Director of the FBI. According to l [ in the speech 



be 



Mr. HOOVER used the quotation, n VJe are af 
invaded, ye are loosing". At this point 



jdfi_jafljie been 

advised that 



he speaks on communism for the C.Y.O. In the Boston area. 

Upon inquiry by the writer, he advised that le read the above quo- 
tation In a magazine named "American Oplnior 9 which is published 
in Belmont, Mass., by the John Birch Society o He further advised 
that he is a member of the John Birch Socle ( r and that he also 
speaks on communism for that organization* ie was unable to state 
the date of the issue of the magazine in uh: ;h the quotation 
appeared • 



3 Inquired as to whether this of fi :jq could Identify the 
Ich the quotation was used, alo< " hfl p onA " hQTla **f 

speech was given. 0o encouragement was give l to I 

regarding the location of this Information < 10 to nis Jonn Birch 
Society affiliation. 



fc 6 
b7C 



connection with the John Bird Society was admitted 
only arter he was questioned concerning the magazine "American 
Opinion" and his reasons for wanting to loc; be the Director's 
speech. 



be 

b7C 



Boston indices reveal 100-0-4ii£72 for 



(2) 



\M^ 



JOHN BIRCH SGC 



ALL 1.MF03MAT10N CCtffiftS^ * 



l00-0-U|2?2 
IBT3f 100- 



32899-3 



} 0^/l^ 



DI CLASS IFICATIOM AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 01-30-2012 



8te/De§|^-> 





Robert Welch speaking at a gathering in Dallas, Texas: "It is reali< :ic to be fantastic." 



A New York Times reporter who 
followed Robert Welch, founder and 
head of the right-wing John Birch Soci- 
ety, on a tour of the South noted that 
Mr. Welch tends to be touchy while he 
speaks. At one meeting, the reporter said, 
an attendant paced about, searching for 
a physician in the audience. Mr. Welch 
stopped his talk nnd asked why the man 
was "walking around like that." Before 
anyone could answer, Mr. Welch told his 
audience that this kind of distraction was 
a typical "dirty Communist trick." 

It so happens, according to the Times 
reporter, the attendant -was looking for a 
doctor. 

That's the way it goes with 61 -year-old 
Robert Welch, North Carolina-born, 
former vice president of the Welch Candy 
Company which, his brother and com- 
pany president James O. Welch has made 
clear, does not share his viewpoint. Robert 
Welch describes himself as the "hard- 
boiled, dictatorial, and dynamic boss" of 
the society he founded in Indianapolis in 
December, 195 8 and which, in recent 
weeks, has commanded mapr national 
press attention. One of the maddening 
things about Welch is that he always 
cp pears serious and often appears intdli- 
.pent. The individual words he utters in 
his dry fashion sound all right and some- 
time? whole phrases make sense. It is, per- 
haps, his mathematics that is off; in his 
world two and two sometimes add up to 
three, sometimes to five, virtually never 
to the expected. 

Welch's stated purpose is fighting, 
stopping, and throwing back Communism 
in the United States which, he says, has 
virtually overwhelmed us. His methods, 

Mr. Epstein is ADL's national director. 



DEMOCRACY AND THE 
JOHJV BIRCH SOCIETY 

Robert Welch, founder ai d "Americanist " preaches 

a philosophy and plan that run counter to American 
tradition, ideals ~ and comi ion sense. 

By Benjamin I. Epstein 



beliefs, conclusions, and prejudices can 
only cause concern or anguish to those 
who believe that "the best revenge on your 
enemy is not to be like him." Perhaps the 
best known of Mr. Welch's living targets 
is former President Eisenhower whom he 
has attacked as a "dedicated, conscious 
agent of the Communist conspiracy." If 
Eisenhower and the two presidents of the 
United States who preceded him are sus- 
pect and to be maligned, what chance has 
a local target of attack, a school teacher 
or librarian who is seen, say, reading a 
copy of the New Republic or even Time 
magazine (a publication that once re- 
ferred to "The Politician," a Welch opus 
since largely withdrawn from circulation, 
zs his Mew Kampf) . 

In fact, attacks on the reading of th; 
New Republic and Time are not adequate 
examples of the depth of Birchitis. In 

Channelview, Texas, last month, a local __—,,,,. , , . .»,-, T ,, 

, r \ T i ti- i c • \ * monolithic body. A republican torm or 

member of the John Birch Society took f governniehr-or WniMtion^h*S>9ny;at- 

out after a book discussing Plato that her V trsctlonp,,, and u ,ajJ_va^g^ ri ync^?.jC^fainj 



n found on a junior high school library 
velf. "I can't help but believe that this 
Plato's ideas in 'The Republic 1 ) is one 
j.: son we have so many sex maniacs walk-"" 
ig around," she said. She had good prece- 
jnt for expecting action on her protest; 
le had earlier attacked a book called 
Living Biographies of Religious Leaders" 
id the local school superintendent at 
rst said he would burn the book but 
-.ter just removed it from the shelves. 

In his "Blue Book of the John Birch 
-ociety," a rambling 180-page volume of 
iistory, neo-history, poetry, and planning- 
head — a transcript of the two-day lee- 
-ire he gave at the founding session — 
ounder Welch (the title is self-desig- 
nated and always used with the capital 
) is dazzlingly iconoclastic: t/ / 



The 



:zlinely iconoclastic: j/ / 

John Bircn Society is to l fas a 



DO 



Mf*^ 
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favorable conditions. But under less happy 
circumstances it lends itself too readily to 
infiltration, distortion, and disruption. And 
democracy, of course, in government or 
organizations, as the Greeks and Romans 
both found out, and as I believe every man 
in this room clearly recognized — democracy 
is merely a deceptive phrase, a weapon of 
demagoguery, and a perennial fraud . . , 
The John Birch Society will operate under 
completely authoritative control at all 
levels . . ." 

There is no telling exactly how many 
people in the United States subscribe to 
this theory and type of organization. The 
John Birch Society has been semi-secret 
and its reliance on the use of front groups 
is acknowledged by the Founder. Mr. 
Welch declines to give the numerical 
strength or financial organization of the 
Society on the grounds that "no organiza- 
tion does." (Many do.) However, one of 
several U.S. congressmen-members says 
that it has about -60, 000 -men -and women 
nationally with California and Texas as 
relatively hot-beds of Birchitis. Dues are 
$24 a year for men, $12 for women. Less 
government and no income taxes are 
among the Society's favorite themes in 
its efforts to stop Communism. The cam- 
paigns have many pet targets. A constant 
one is Supreme Court Justice Earl War- 
ren. The Birch Society is all out for his 
impeachment. Welch doesn't like him, he 
says, because Warren "has taken the lead 
in converting this country to democracy." 
Civil rights campaigns are also part of 
the Communist conspiracy, Welch be- 
believes. In "The White Book of the John 
Birch Society for I960," a collection of 
the Society's monthly bulletins, Welch 
warns that much of the Protestant clergy 
is a menace to America: "For as long as 
your church gives moral and financial 
support to the National Council of 
Churches, as the Council is run today, 
you are helping the enemy." 

The enemy is everywhere. Fluoridation 
of water is a plot; so too is legislation 
-ealling-fer— registr-ation-of- g uns. "A s-the 
Communists get ever nearer to taking us 
over . . . the pressure for this firearms 
legislation grows stronger," Welch says, 
calling for opposition to "these long- 
range pro- Communist plans to deprive 
us of weapons, to whatever extent they 
can." The conventional notion, that regis- 
tration of guns helps keep them out of 
the hands of children or criminals, never 
seems to have occurred to him. 

At his 19 J" 8 inner-circle session in Indi- 




Welch in Atlanta 



anapolis, Welch made clear that he had 
little confidence in American political 
leaders. "Put not your faith in politici- 
ans," he repeated, but he held out some 
hope by saying "we shall have to use poli- 
ticians, support politicians, create poli- 
ticians . . ." Welch called Richard Nixon 
"one of the ablest, shrewdest, most dis- 
ingenuous and slipperiest politicians" on 
the American scene. "I think Nixon 
could become a very patriotic anti-Com- 
munist if we could create circumstances 
in which it would be smart politics to be 
one," he said of a man whose career, for a 
decade, has had as its leit motif his pro- 
fessional and personal war on Commu- 
nism. Welch dismisses Nelson Rocke- 
feller as being committed to making the 
United States part of a "one-world so- 
cialist government." A year before the 
1960 election, Welch referred to John F. 
Kennedy as "Reuther's stooge." Since 
January 20, surprisingly, Welch has called 
for a continuation of the post-inaugural 
-"-honey-meon.^-Apparently— he-has- not yet- 
really accepted Kennedy as President of 
the United States; he has not, to date, 
placed him alongside Presidents Roosevelt, 
Truman, and Eisenhower as a Communist 
tool or agent. 

Without going into all of Welch's 
bogies, it should be noted that he is par- 
ticularly upset by U.N. Secretary General 
Dag Hammarskjold, "one of the most 
contemptible agents of the Kremlin ever 
supported by the American taxpayers." 



Welch easily explains away the violent 
denunciations of Hammarskjold by 
Khrushchev and other Communists. He 
says that Communists attack Ham- 
marskjold just so that Americans will 
come to his defense and fight to retain 
him — which is precisely what the Com- 
munists really want. This is part of Mr. 
Welch's "principle of reversal" — things 
are the opposite of what they seem. Does 
this sound fantastic? Welch takes care of 
such objections midway through his "Blue 
Book." "Everything I am talking is fan- 
tastic. We are living in fantastic times 
and a fantastic situation ... we are in 
circumstances where it is realistic to be 
fantastic." This is as good an explanation 
as any as to why an organization which 
is dedicated to the abolition of foreign 
aid, the defense program, the income tax, 
civil rights campaigns, and many demo- 
cratic institutions also thinks it_is_ de^ 
fending America and fighting Commu- 



It is easy to dismiss Welch by saying 
that he "quite literally wants to repeal 
the twentieth century" (Barbara Bund- 
schu, United Press International), or that 
his organization is merely one of the 
"noisy and reckless right-wing groups . . . 
busy pounding divisive wedges into 
American society" (America, the Catho- 
lic weekly) or that "they're ridiculous and 
I don't think anybody should pay much 
attention to them" (Attorney General 
Robert F. Kennedy), 

Still, Mr. Welch has amassed much 
attention and some following. He seems 
to know where he's going. The Blue Book 
sets forth a scheme for a unique and 
somewhat chilling-sounding organization 
with Chapter Leaders, Coordinators, and 
Major Coordinators (all appointed by The 
Founder) . After telling how Communists 
have successfully used front groups, he 
suggests that Birch members can organize 
a "Committee' to Investigate Communist- 
Influences at Vassar College" and the like 
to "keep this whole front operation from 
being so one-sided ... we can use the 
noise and turmoil to help wake up a lot 
of people to the fact that there is a deadly 
fight going on." 

He also has a fine sense of sales organ- 
ization and know-how. The Society's bul- 
letins are filled with complete, precise in- 
structions about letter-writing and mem- 
Continued on page 6 



the 



^9rt 



bulletin 



515 Madison Ave., New York 22 
Vol. 18, No. 6 • June, 1961 

Funds for the work of the Anti- 
Defamation League are raised 
through the Joint Defense Appeal. 



Published monthly except July and August by Anti-Defamation League of B'nai E'rith, 515 Madison Ave., New York 22, 
N. Y. Officers: Henry Edward Schultz, chairman; Meier Steinbrink, honorary chairman; Barney Balaban, A. G. Ballenger, 
Jacob K. Javits, Philip M. Klutznick, Herbert H. Lehman, Leon Lowenstein, William Sachs, Benjamin Samuels, Dore Schary, 
Melvin H. Schlesinger, Jesse Steinhart, honorary vice-chairmen ; David Coleman, Maurice N. Dannenbaum, Henry Ep- 
stein, David H. Litter, Max J. Schneider, Louis Zara, life members; Abe Goldstein, Harold Lachman, David A, Rose, 
vice-chairmen; Benjamin Green berg, treasurer; Herbert Levy, secretary; Benjamin R. Epstein, national director; Paul 
H. Sampliner, chairman, executive committee; Joseph Cohen, vice-chairman, executive committee; Label A. Katz, president, 
Maurice Bisgyer, executive vice-president, B'nai B'rith ; Mrs. Charles Solovich, president, B'nai B'rith Women. 

Oscar Cohen, Benjamin R. Epstein, Arnold Forster, Alexander F. Miller, 



Editorial Board : N. C. Belth, chairman ; 

J. Harold Saks, Lester J. Waldman. 

Subscription Rates; $1.50 for two years. Subscribers must report change of address giving old and new address and 

account designation. Second class postage paid at Post Office, New York, N. Y. Printed in U.S.A. 



Managing Editor: MORTON PUNER 



Art Director: EDWARD GOLDMAN 



Circulation Manager: SARI GRILL 



THE EICHMANN TRIAL: 

What Israel's Church Leaders Say 

A rabbi's interviews with Christian clergymen 
reveal sympathy and understanding of Israel. 




Rabbi Arthur Gilbert, director of 
ADL's department of interreligious co- 
operation, recently attended a World 
Pentecostal Church Conference in Jeru- 
salem. While there, he also interviewed 
leaders of Israel's Christian clergy on 
their reactions to the Eichmann trial 
now underway. 

The largest of Israel's Christian groups 
is the Greek Catholic Church. In com- 
munion with Rome, it follows Eastern 
liturgical rites. Protestant denominations 
include the Greek Orthodox, Pentecostal, 
Presbyterian, Lutheran, Anglican, and 
Baptist communities. The largest Protes- 
tant church in Israel associated with the 
United States is supported by the South- 
ern Baptist Convention. 

These are the responses given to Rabbi 
Gilbert by six of Israel's leading Christian 
clergymen. Among the questions asked 
of each man was: "What do you think 
should be done with Eichmann if the 
court finds him guilty?" 

Rev. William L. Hull, Pentecostal clergy- 
man in Jerusalem since 1935: 

"Israel has done the right thing by bringing 
Eichmann to trial. It is not just a question of 
the man himself, awful as his deeds were . . . 
Much more awful is the fact that the world 
could produce such a man and that the world 
would stand by — even the Christian world — 
while these deeds were being done . . . The 
world has failed if such things could happen 
in the Twentieth Century." 

// proven guilty? "1 would say that nothing 
short of a death sentence could be justified in 
view of the law in this Western world. The 
main problem I would think would be the 
disposition of his body after the man has been 
hung. Lest he be considered a martyr I 
would suggest that his body be cremated and 
scattered in the Mediterranean never to be 
gathered again." 

Rev. Dr. Robert J. Lindsey, Chairman of 
the Baptist Convention of Israel and resident 
of Israel since 1945: 

"It seems to me that it is elemental justice 
that Eichmann be tried by the people closely 
related to those who suffered so much at his 
hands . . . Such enormous crimes should be 
noted by historians and people generally so 
that they will know something of the terrible 
consequences of wrong attitudes toward whole 
races and whole groups of people." 

// proven guilty? "There is nothing that can 
be done to Eichmann except to bring him to 
the kind of justice the Israel law provides. 
I am not certain that Israel law would demand 



absolutely the death penalty. It is very possible 
a life sentence could be given," 

Rev. Tom Gibson, St. Andrews Memorial 

Presbyterian Church: 

"I am sorry that the trial had to take place 
here in Israel ... I believe it is having a 
disturbing effect amongst Jews themselves, 
who are having all the horror of the persecu- 
tion reawakened. I believe this is having a 
disturbing effect. Also, certain countries may 
have some reaction against Jewry because of 
the trial. But this is something that had to 
take place. We have not yet fully realized the 
horror of what was done in the occupied 
countries during the war. We must face the 
fact that for the Jews this was done in the 
name of Christianity as these countries were 
at least nominally Christian . , . We must 
realize our responsibility for it and make up 
our minds that such a holocaust shall never 
happen again. 

If proven guilty? "I hope and pray that 
mercy will be shown Eichmann. This will 
prevent anyone from charging the Jewish 
people with being vengeful and may prevent 
hostile reaction. On the other hand, it may 
bring a charge of weakness against them. It 
is a very difficult problem for the Jewish 
people. One can only sympathize with them." 

Canon Hugh Jones of the St. George 

(Anglican) Cathedral, Jerusalem: 

". . . A man can get out of his depths 
morally and spiritually. This Eichmann trial 
has revealed that mankind — a certain section 
of it — did get out of its depths. So great were 
the evils and atrocities committed that human- 
ly speaking there can be no forgetting, no 
forgiveness and no atonement. But this is a 
rather tragic utterance because it can mean 
that evil has established a victory on a perma- 
nent level in a certain period in history. 

// proven guilty? "Any punishment meted 
out to Eichmann cannot possibly make any 
change to the millions of people whom he was 
instrumental in putting to death. Humanly 
speaking there is no punishment that is severe 

Creek Catholic church near Haifa. 




-nough. But that is of secondary importance 
. . One always hopes that no human being 
.all ever go beyond the point of repentance. 
We pray that there may result even within 
his man, whose crimes have reached dimen- 
•ons never before reached in history some 
■ign of his own sense of guilt and real con- 
trition." 

Abbot Leo Rudloff, OSB, Abbot of the 
Roman Catholic) Dormition on Mt. Zion, 
. resident of Israel since 1949: 

"I have talked to several people who have 
^een present at the trial. They are all deeply 
mpressed by the dignity, objectivity, calmness 
f the court session and the trial. I have al- 
ways been convinced that any one — Eichmann 
ccluded — would receive a fair trial in Israel, 
"his conviction has been borne out . . . Some 
>eople told me before the trial that it was a 
mistake. Now they say, 'Now I see it is a 
ood thing.' A good thing from this point 
f view: it is an invitation for all of us to 
xamine our own conscience. It is a question 
f responsibility; when you hear again about 
fcese things, and hear them in detail, you ask 
■ ourself did you do everything in your power 
"hat you could have done in those days. And 
naybe you didn't. 

// proven guilty? "Human justice requires 
he death penalty. We are dealing here not 
-ith the murder of one man, but the murder 
f six million or more ... It would stir up 
:-.e world, however, in a very beneficial way 
f some other solution could be found. 

Archbishop George Hakim, Greek Cath- 
lic Bishop of Acre, Haifa, Nazareth and all 
.Galilee. (All members of the Greek Catholic 
Ihurch in Israel are Arabs) : 

"This trial is a most fascinating experience 
3t those of us living in Israel . . . We have 
eard about (the Nazi persecution.) We 
uve read a lot about it. But we never realized 
row appalling were these atrocities that hap- 
pened to the Jews. Our Arab people who are 
allowing this trial find it impossible to believe 
hat such things could happen. The trial has 
elped us to understand how Israel and why 
*rael was created. 

// proven guilty? "Our first reaction would 
•ye to leave the judgment in the hands of God. 
The Holy Scripture in its entirety would direct 
is in that fashion. But this is not what is done 
mmanly. When a man is found guilty, he is 
junished. I think Israel should give him a life 
entence and then send him back to Germany 
vhere again he ought to be put on trial and 
here punished. Israel should not use the 
uthority it has in its law to kill for excep- 
ional cases ... As a Christian I would say 
.ve should pardon and ask clemency. 

"It has been very gratifying to see that the 
death sentence has not yet been given in 
Israel. The Arabs are very happy with the 
courts in Israel. We know that in any sphere 
:he court has rendered justice to Arabs and 
lews alike." 




When "The Wall" went into pro- 
duction, I braced myself for a 
series of strange experiences. For months, 
friends in the theatre had been preparing 
me. There is nothing like a first play to 
bring on a deluge of warnings. I was all 
prepared to weather the classic stage 
catastrophes: rehearsal feuds, out-of-town 
hysterics, missing props, forgotten lines, 
opening-night panic. 

But I found myself plunged into a 
completely unexpected situation. And it 
had little to do with the theatre. In my 
innocence, I imagined that a play was a 
play, whatever its theme. I soon dis- 
covered that in the case of "The Wall," 
it was not quite so simple. In telling the 
story of the Warsaw Ghetto, Fased on 
the novel by John Hcrsey, I had unwitt- 
ingly fashioned a mirror for certain pain- 
ful, conflicting and half-hidden emotions 
in many Americans, and particularly 
American Jews. 

The first small signals began to flicker 
even before my play opened. I found 
myself confronting complete strangers 
who would abruptly announce, "I'm not 
going to see your play." Sometimes this 
was murmured embarrassedly, sometimes 
stated with defensive belligerence, or 
apologetically, or with a wan sigh. Since 
they had no way of knowing yet whether 
what I had written was good, bad, or 



Mr. Lampell's play, "The Wall," based on 
the John Hersey novel, was a highlight of 
the 1960-61 theatrical season. All photo- 
graphs used here are from the Broadway 
production. 



An author studies reactions to his play and con- 
cludes that many Americans are unaware of the hero- 
ism of the Jewish fight for survival under the Nazis. 



By Millard Lampell 



indifferent, it struck rnc as a bit odd 
that they had already decided. Most peo- 
ple who are not interested in going to a 
play do not feel driven to make such an 
intense point of it. But at the time I 
-did- not -grasp any— special deep signifi- 
cance, and I soon forgot it. We wer; 
busy casting, and I had other things on 
my mind. 

It was only after we opened that thore 
first warning signs came flooding back to 
me. We got enough rave reviews from in- 
portant critics to make us feel that we 
would be settling down to a long run. 
And yet we found ourselves barely scrap- 
ing by, always precariously close to clos- 
ing. We managed to eke out five months, 
the last eight weeks chieflly due to sacri- 
ficed royalties, stern economies, loyalty, 
crazy hope, and the fierce support of Mrs. 
Isaac Stern, who rallied patron angels. 

Nothing about "The Wall" ran ac- 
cording to form. A playwright with a 
hit can count on getting four or five 
letters a week. I received from ten to 
thirty — at least half of them from people 



who had not seen my play. In addition, 
I kept meeting people, literally hundreds 
of them, who felt impelled to explain 
gropingly why they "couldn't bear to 
see it." Almost everyone who hadn't 
gone had already written- the play inside 
his own head. They were sure that it was 
a grim, unrelieved tale of horror. As one 
gentleman from Scarsdale put it: "Why 
pay $6.60 to read my own obituary 
notice?" 

In vain, I tried to protest that I had 
written a play about life, not death. I 
explained that I had been drawn to the 
story of the Warsaw Ghetto precisely be- 
cause it was a symbol of man's astonishing 
ability to go on planning, working, re- 
sisting under the most barbiric condi- 
tions, a symbol of the human capacity 
to endure. I insisted doggedly that my 
play — and any true picture of the War- 
saw Ghetto— included faith, love, inge- 
nuity, audacity, yes, and humor. But my 
protests were useless. Those who had not 
seen the play had it engraved in their 
minds ?,s a bleak tale of victims. 

Bit by bit, It became clear to me that 
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these people were not discussing "The 
Wall" at all. The theme of the play had 
tripped some hidden trigger, releasing an 
explosion of emotions regarding the role 
played by the Jews in Hitler's Europe. 

True, my play was unlike certain popu- 
lar dramatic works that had touched the 
same subject. It had its tender moments, 
but it was not, like "The Diary of Anne 
Frank", a delicate and muted play. Nor 
was it like "Exodus", an adventure that 
ended with a stirring triumph. It dealt 
with an event inextricably dyed by the 
colors of tragedy. Half a million Jews 
were slaughtered in Warsaw. Of the six 
hundred who joined the fighters, only 
fourteen survived. 

And yet "The "Wall" was a story of 
courage and hope, woven with a thread 
of victory. But few seemed prepared to 
risk the chance of finding that spirit in it. 

And so I found myself confronted with 
a spectrum of anxieties, confused and 
shamefaced confessions. 

Oh, not from the children. Their re- 
actions were direct and heartening. Close 
to fifty thousand students came, a wide 
cross-section, brought in on low-priced 




tickets by special arrangement with the 
Board of Education. They were our finest 
audience. Many of them were seeing liv- 
ing theatre for the first time, and they 
trooped to their seats noisily, rustling 
candy wrappers. But by the end of the 
first scene they sat completely enthralled. 
They wept, cheered, gasped with anger, 
fell hushed, and in the end, applauded 
wildly. 

Often, after the performance, I met 
with a group of them. The most fre- 
quent question was, "Did this really 
happen, or was it only made up?" 

Most of those under eighteen had come 
with only the vaguest notion of who 
Hitler was. Few of them had ever heard 
of the Warsaw Ghetto. During the early 
scenes, it was common to hear young 
girls greet the first appearance of a hand- 
some German soldier with admiring 
titters. "Fle's cute." But two hours later, 
when, with a pistol shot that signalled 
the uprising, Rachel Apt killed that same 
soldier, he had become a Nazi as ssen 
through eyes of Warsaw's Jews, and the 



school girls burst into cheers. For them, 
some profound part of the experience 
of a decade had been compressed into a 
single evening. 

"My teacher explained what the play 
was about before we went," a junior high 
school student named Eileen Kilty wrote 
to me from Forest Hills," — but I guess I 
didn't pay much attention. It was very 
important for me to learn what Hitler 
really did to the Jews, and what it took 
for them to fight back." 

Having no prearranged emotions, the 
children simply lived the play. 

After them, surprisingly, our most ap- 
preciative audiences were those who had 
actually experienced the nightmare. The 
survivors of the ghettos and concentra- 
tion camps were sharply watchful for 
accuracy, but deeply involved. One of the 
most moving letters came from a doctor 
who now lives in Queen? : 

"As one who was in Warsaw under the 
Germans, and lost my whole family, I 
write to thank you for reclaiming my 
childhood from the shadows. I kept want- 
ing to cry out. 'Yes, yes, that's it, that's 
how it was.' That was my house, my 
street, those were my friends. I knew 
them all." It was signed with his name, 
and under it, "a living particle saved 
from the ashes." 

But with adults born and raised in 
America, reactions were more tangled. 

Quite scon after opening night, we be- 
came aware that many of those we 
thought might be especially interested 
in the theme — Jews — were avoiding the 
play. Even the customary Jewish theatre- 
goers, always a crucial part of the Broad- 
way audience, were staying away. 

Of all the plays that opened in the 
fall season of '61, only one had no ad- 
vance bookings bought out by the import- 
ant Jewish organizations — "The Wall." 
After awhile, when we had invited the 
rabbis, a few small theatre parties for 
synagogue groups trickled in. That was 
all. 



Why? Granted, the play was not a 
musical or a smash comedy. But organiza- 
tions were buying dramas like "Face Of 
A Hero" and even flops like "Julia, Jake 
,nd Uncle Joe." London, Amsterdam, 
Munich, Warsaw, Tel Aviv, Buenos Aires 
nd swiftly taken the play for production. 
Clearly, those countries thought it had 
;n excellent chance of success. Yet in 
New York, we staggered along on the 
verge of closing. 

What was it? 

It is a truism of the Broadway theatre 
:hat no play can run without the Jew- 
sh audience. And that was precisely what 
ve were lacking. Slowly, through the 
•nonths, I pieced together the mosaic of 
.motional defensiveness. Until I became 
convinced that a significant number of 
'ews were frightened, guilty, ashamed 
if what they thought was the role of 
:heir brothers in Nazi Europe. 

They saw the European Jews of the 
-Iitler era as a long, ragged line of victims 
ilodding silently to their doom. To all 
oo many Americans, the words "Warsaw 
ihetto" meant only death. 

And yet the spirit of the Warsaw 

Ghetto — what gives that hour its striking 

;.iche in history — is that it was a time 

.•hen man sowed his genius for resisting 

eath. 

I became aware that many American 
;.ws are troubled by the Hitler years 
>ecause they cannot help envisioning how 
hey would have acted in the face of a 
imiliar barbarism. They cringe from 
ientifylng with the Jews of Europe (or 
annot help identifying and find it agon- 
'.ing) because they see them all as para- 
,-zed and helpless victims. 

It is true that millions went to death 
.ithout resistance. But it is also true — 
id of this, many American Jews seem 
;>tally unaware — that thousands upon 
housands who were marked as victims^ 
efied fate, and fought back defiantly. 

Continued on page 6 
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THE WALL 

Continued from poge 5 

In the wave of books and articles about 
Hitler, Eichmann, Auschwitz and Dac- 
hau, virtually nothing has appeared in the 
English language telling the story of the 
Jewish resistance. 

Most Americans do not know, for ex- 
ample, that Warsaw was only one of many 
ghettos with a fighting Jewish under- 
ground. There was resistance in Kovno 
and in Bialystok, in Grodno and in Lodz, 
in Cracow, Lubin, Czenstochow. In 
dozens of Nazi ghettos, Jews set up se- 
cret schools, hospitals and libraries, sent 
out liaison couriers (most of them wom- 
en) , arranged rescues and escapes, smug- 
gled in arms, harrassed the enemy with 
sniper fire and gasoline bottle grenades. 

It is impossible to detail here the com- 
plete story. But the facts, documents and 
first-hand stones have been painstakingly 
collected. They tell of Dr. Yehezkel 
Atlas, the young physician who led a 
Jewish partisan band across the forests of 
the Slonim district in western White 
Russia, derailing trains, dynamiting 
bridges, and finally leading a successful 
attack on the German garrison at Dere- 
czyn. 

They tell of Matsok, the underground 



group in the Kovno ghetto, battling the 
Nazis, and finally escaping the burning 
streets and walking 150 kilometers 
through snow- drifted open country to 
resume fighting in the Rudniki woods. 

The medical resistance, organized Jew- 
ish physicians in occupied France, and in 
Yugoslavia, Hungary and Poland could 
alone make up a volume. 

And the impeccable bravery of Rabbi 
Yehoshua Moshe Aaronsohn, protected by 
Jewish fellow-prisoners in Buchenwald 
and Theresienstadt concentration camps 
while he compiled his secret diary, using 
Bible passages as code. 

In the savage winter countryside of 
Lithuania, 64 Jews escaped from the 
dread Nazi prison, the Ninth Fort, mak- 
ing their way through a steel door and 
over a fourteen-foot wall, with nothing 
but a penknife, a small hand-drill, and 
a rope ladder- 
In the death camps of both Treblinka 
and Auschwitz, there were revolts in 
which the inmates, with Jews playing a 
leading part, turned on their SS guards 
and smashed the ovens. 

At Auschwitz, under the very noses 
of the Nazis, more than 300 Jews helped 
to plan the uprising. They stole explos- 
ives from the Krupp Union Arms factory 



(where they worked as slave laborers), 
spiriting them back into camp in food 
dishes with false bottoms. They stole 
and distributed food and medicines, and 
helped to operate a clandestine radio 
transmitter which sent the first reports of 
concentration camp daily life to the BBC. 
And so it goes, on and on. Facts and 
statistics on the Jewish resistance that 
flamed across Europe. 

But for us in America, the records are 
lost in a queer anonymity. We continue 
to see the Jews of Hitler's Europe solely 
as unprotesting victims. And in doing so, 
we malign not only the fighters, but the 
human race and its highest potential. 

So I wrote a drama. In my innocence, 
I thought that a play was a play. I had 
something to say, I wanted to teach. But 
in the end, I learned. 

I learned that Jews have too easy a 
taste for tragedy. We underestimate our 
own capacity. We underestimate the ca- 
pacity of man. 

Our brothers who suffered had more to 
say to us than what is written on the 
gravestones and the monuments. They 
also said; the only answer to persecution 
is resistance. The only answer to death is 
more life. 



BIRCH SOCIETY 

Continued from page 2 

bership campaigns, as well as solid sug- 
gestions for using all modern techniques 
of persuasion, coercion and conclusion- 
jumping. No device is to be ignored in 
the fight. The Welch bulletin for Novem- 
ber, 1960 announces that "all envelopes 
going through our Pitney-Bowes mailing 
machine will bear this printed slogan: 

This is a Republic not a Democracy — 

Let's keep it that way." 

This slogan is also available in gummed 
labels from Society headquarters in Bel- 
mont^ Massachusetts —(for people who 
don't have access to postage meters) and 
members are further advised to have it 
reproduced on rubber stamps. 

The Anti-Defamation League would 
like to follow the Attorney General's ad- 
vice and ignore the John Birch Society 
completely. But Welch's glib dismissal of 
democracy arrests us; it cannot be ig- 
nored. 

When Welch, in his "Blue Book," 
called democracy "a deceptive phrase, a 
weapon of demagoguery, and a perennial 
fraud," he anticipated the reaction and 
added a footnote: 

"Our liberal critics would have you believe 
that this statement, for an American, is 
practically heresy. This is because these same 
liberals have been ■working so long and so 
hard to convert our republic into a democra- 
cy, and to make the American people be- 
lieve that it is supposed to be a democracy. 



Nothing could be further from the truth 
than that insidiously planted premise. Our 
founding fathers knew a great deal about 
history and government . , . They visibly 
spurned a democracy as probably the worst 
of all forms of government ..." 

If there is an iota of reason to all this, 
the ADL has been operating under some 
wild misapprehensions since its founding 
In 1913. So we've checked back briefly, 
into American as well as ADL's own his- 
tory, to see how we can reconcile matters. 

We talk about democracy in virtually 
all our materials and programs. At the 
entrance to the national ADL office in 
New York appears the phrase: "To pre- 
serve and translate into greater effective- 
ness the ideals of American democracy." 
We've assumed that all Americans, ex- 
cept for outright bigots, shared our belief 
in democracy, at least in an abstract way. 
This belief (or error) has been bolstered 
in a hundred ways. For example, for the 
past thirteen years, the League has been 
presenting its annual America's Demo- 
cratic Legacy award to men and women 
who have "contributed to the enrichment 
of our democratic heritage." Have we, 
and all the award recipients and partici- 
pants in these ADL ceremonies, been mis- 
guided in thinking that America and 
democracy have something in common? 

We've tried to cite authorities who 
agree with us about democracy and whose 
credentials will be accepted by Welch. It 
isn't easy. In 1953, the ADL award was 
accepted, at a memorable "Dinner with 



the President," by Dwight Eisenhower 
who thus presumably shares our belief in 
American democracy. But the former 
President, according to Welch, is a tool 
of Communist conspiracy so his beliefs 
can't be counted. (FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover attended this affair dedicated to 
democracy; this makes him party to "the 
perennial fraud.") Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 
attended too but we hesitate even to men- 
tion her name; by Birch Society standards 
she is just the widow of still another "tool 
of the Communists." 

The ADL Award for democratic 
achievement went to Harry Truman in 
1949. That doesn't help either; according 
to "The Politician," "Truman was used 
by the Communists, with his knowledge 
and acquiescence . . ." (There are distinc- 
tions here; Roosevelt and Truman were 
"used" by the Communists while, in the 
case of Eisenhower, "the Communists 
have one of their own actually in the 
Presidency.") 

We'll have to go further back to prove 
anything. Take Woodrow Wilson. He 
was quick to use such phrases as "I believe 
in democracy because it releases the ener- 
gies of every human being," or the better 
known, "The world must be made safe 
for democracy." But a reading of Welch 
rules out Wilson as a character witness 
for democracy; he is suspect because he 
strengthened central government, there- 
fore, was a socialist and, in the Welch 
Continued on page 8 
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FOLLIES OF PREJUDICE 

Resort discrimination is always cruel 
~ and sometimes just plain silly. 



One of ADL's latest publications is 
"Two Seasons — Two Faces." Subtitled 
"Pacts You Should Know When Arrang- 
ing For Your Convention," the pam- 
phlet discusses resort discrimination and 
explains that many hotels welcome 
everyone when booking conventions off- 
season, then blatantly discriminate 
against Jewish guests in-season. It also 
points up, in words and drawings, some 
of the irony and humor inherent in the 
situation of the hotel manager who tries 
— against all logic — to maintain a policy 
of "No Jews Allowed." 

While there are some hotels in Can- 
ada and Europe which bar Jewish 
guests, the United States seems to suffer 
from a kind of international pre-eminence 
in the field of hotel bigotry. It was back 
at the turn of the century when the 
Grand Union Hotel in Saratoga Springs 
was guilty of the first known act of dis- 
crimination against a Jewish guest. As the 
practice spread, few voices were raised in 
protest, those of Jews least of all. They 
dismissed hotel discrimination as a petty 
annoyance and expressed their indifference 
with "I don't want to go where I'm not 
wanted." 

Today, however, thinking Americans 
recognize that this practice is permeated 
with evil undertones. Resort owners who 
inflict their personal prejudices upon 
Americans of the Jewish faith give them 
a stigma of second-class citi2enship. Any 
area of life in which religious discrim- 
ination is permitted to flourish unexposed 
and unchallenged is a spawning ground 
for other kinds of discrimination. It does 
violence to morality and to American 
traditions of equality. 

It does violence to common sense, too. 
For, after all, how do you tell a Jew? 

By name? Sometimes. But there are 
people of Jewish faith in every civilized 
country in the world; their names, like 
all names, have slowly been assimilated 
and changed to conform with the speech 
patterns of each particular country. 

By appearance? Impossible. Jews, like 
all Americans, come in every conceivable 
coloration and conformation; they are 
fair and dark, short and tall, lean and fat. 

This creates a very serious problem for 
the intolerant innkeeper. In playing it 
safe, many of these resort owners have 
antagonized worthy Christian patrons 
who, unaware that such an odious situ- 
ation even existed, have been appalled 



and repelled at the ignominy to which 
they were mistakenly subjected. 

Because of his name, the late George M. 
Cohan was often mistaken for a Jew. 
When he asked for accommodations at a 
resort hotel, he was asked if he were 
Jewish — and Cohan responded: "We both 
made a mistake. You thought I was a Jew 
and I thought you were a gentleman." 

It works in reverse, too. Many an 
American of Jewish faith has been as- 
tounded to learn that a resort at which 
he has spent an enjoyable vacation dis- 
criminates against Jews. 

But there are, of course, the thousands 
of cases in which other citizens have 
knowingly entered a hotel and been 
arrantly rebuffed because of their religious 
convictions. 

In Sea Island, Georgia, is one of the 
best-known hotels in the South — The 
Cloister. It received attention in the press 
some time ago when the late Vice Presi- 
dent Barkley and his wife visited there 
for several days. 

Shortly after this news appeared, Mr. 
and Mrs. Bert Sabin of Atlanta, Georgia, 
were driving together with their grown 
children near Sea Island. They decided 
that it might be a pleasant and memor- 
able experience to have their lunch at the 
hotel — to dine in the same room where 
the Vice President of the United States 
had dined. 

Mr. Sabin found that it was necessary 
to register at the desk before entering the 
dining room. The clerk looked at his 
name and then at Mr. Sabin. He turned 
the card over, wrote "Gentile?" and 
pushed it back. 

Mr, Sabin, to be sure, bore himself as 
a gentleman; but his reply would reveal 
what personal path he followed to God. 
On that reply depended whether Mr. Sa- 
bin would be permitted to eat in a public 
inn in the United States, 

Standing next to Mr. Sabin, watching 
in shocked silence, was his son-in-law, a 
soldier in World War II, and a veteran of 
the campaign in Korea. They looked at 
each other, and then Mr. Sabin shook his 
head in the negative. 

The clerk put the pen back on the 
register. "I'm sorry," he said, "this hotel 
is for Christians only." 
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'i 'ell, which is ft? King James? Douay? Or 
h Ash Publication Society?" — 
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"l .1 sir, now that we definitely know you're our 
ki d — why do you want to leave? Aren't we 
yc ;r kind?" 




"Heavens! What hove we been doingl According 
to the Hotel Edition of the Almanac of Accepted 
An Drican Names, 'Smith' is sometimes a Jewish 
naM." 
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BIRCH SOCIETY 
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scheme of things, a Communist. 

At the moment, Welch has not men- 
tioned Webster's New International Dic- 
tionary (Second Edition, Unabridged) as 
a conscious or unconscious agent of any- 
thing. This dictionary, which from here 
on out may be in trouble, describes de- 
mocracy as: 

"Government by the people; a form of 
government in which the supreme power is 
retained by the people and exercised either 
directly or indirectly through a system of 
representation and delegated authority peri- 
odically renewed, as in a constitutional rep- 
resentative government or republic ... In 
modern representative democracies— such 
as the United States — the governing body, 
that is the electorate, is a minority of the 
total population, but the principle on which 
the government is based is popular sov- 
ereignty." 

Webster, used by colleges and libraries 
throughout the nation, flatly refers to the 
United States as a "representative democ- 
racy." Maybe someone's been tinkering 
with the dictionary and it isn't acceptable 
to "Americanists" (Welch's term for peo- 
ple who believe as he does ) . Let's look 
elsewhere. 

Welch apparently believes in borrow- 
ing some of the techniques of the Com- 
munists — such as front groups — in the 
effort to stop them. Democracy is "an 
organization for the systematic use of 
violence by one class against another," 
wrote Nikolai Lenin, an acknowledged 
agent of Communism, in his "The State 
and the Revolution," published in 1917. 
This doesn't help since Lenin seems to 
have as much distate for democracy as 
Welch does. (The bedfellows are bizarre 
but no inference is intended.) 

Com ix g back to American history, we 
find innumerable strong convictions about 
democracy. The abolitionist, Theodore 
"Parker, said that democracy is "govern- 
ment of all the people, by all the people, 
for all the people; of course, a govern- 
ment of the principles of eternal justice, 
the unchanging law of God; for shortness 
sake, I will call it the ides, oi freedom." 
He said this in a speech called, "Ths 
American Idea," 50 he must have had 
America in mind. But Parker believed in 
freeing the slaves — a civil rights cam- 
paign of sorts — and his persistent refer- 
ence to "the people" sounds a little social- 
istic; Parker hardly qualifies as an "Amer- 
icanist." Lincoln, who heard Parker give 
this speech and was influenced by it, used 
rorae of its phraseology in his Gettys- 
burg address. Lincoln was another man 
given to easy use of the word "democra- 
cy" as in his statement: "As I would not 
be a slave, so I would not be a master. 
This expresses my idea of democracy." 
But Lincoln undertook and consummated 
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a civil rights campaign; he freed the 
slaves. That lets him out as an "Ameri- 
canist." 

Perhaps this points up the problem. 
Democracy is more of an idea or spirit 
than a formal way to describe the struc- 
ture of government. "Republic" has a 
more precise meaning when applied to 
governmental structure. A republic (in- 
sidious Webster again) is: 

"a state in which the sovereign power re- 
sides in a certain body of the people (the 
electorate) and is exercised by representa- 
tives elected by and responsible to them." 

Mr. Welch says that the United States 
is a constitutional republic and not a de- 
mocracy. But the terms are neither con- 
tradictatory nor, necessarily, related. 
Great Britain, a constitutional monarchy, 
is also a democracy. The Union of Social- 
ist Soviet Republics operates under a con- 
stitution and it is made up of republics 
but to describe the USSR as a group of 
constitutional republics is meaningless. A 
conspicuous feature of the USSR — the 
feature that makes it a threat and an 
enemy — happens to be its lack of democ- 
racy, and the absence of freedom of move- 
ment and expression for its people. 

If Mr. Welch believes that the United 
States cannot be a democracy because the 
word is not explicity mentioned in its 
Constitution, he might as easily conclude 
that the United States should not be de- 
voted to free enterprise either. Like de- 
mocracy, free enterprise is an idea or 
prevailing spirit, not explicitly guaran- 
teed by the Constitution, but normally 
understood as being basic to the course of 
American history and development. 

Welch makes frequent references to the 
Founding Fathers and, we assume, Thomas 
Jefferson is not yet suspect. Webster de- 
fines a democrat as "an 'adherent or advo- 
cate of democracy," and Jefferson may 
now be damned by Welch, In 1816 he 
•wrote in a letter to Dupont de Nemours:. 
"We of the United States are constitu- 
tionally and conscientiously democrats." 
Besides, Jefferson was part of a whole 
gang of men who should be checked-out 
by Welch for their tendencies, subversive- 
wise. Those fellows who hammered out a 
document starting, suspiciously, with the 
words, "We, the people . . ." 



THIS MONTH 




Honors 

Henry Edward Schultz, ADL's na- 
tional chairman, was this month awarded 
the honorary degree of Doctor of Humani- 
ties by West Virginia State College. The 
degree was given for "outstanding con- 
tributions leading to the elimination of re- 
ligious and race prejudices in the United 




States." College President William J. L, 
Wallace (left) reads the citation as the de- 
gree is conferred on Mr. Schultz. The 
League's national chairman since 1952, Mr. 
Schultz is a member of the Board of Higher 
Education of New York City, an attorney, 
and expert on libel taw and problems of 
civil rights and censorship . . . RALPH 
LAZARUS of Cincinnati, a member of ADL's 
national commission, was awarded the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Laws by the 
University of Miami, Mr. Lazarus is presi- 
dent of Federated Department Stores . . . 
Dr. Jacob Goldman, a member of ADL's 
Michigan Regional Board, this month re- 
ceived an honorary degree of Doctor of 
Laws from Yeshiva University in New 
York. Dr. Goldman, who lives in Oak Park, 
Michigan, is associate director of the Ford 
Motor Company Science Laboratories . . . 

Correction 

The ARTICLE, "The Trouble with Re- 
leased Time" which appeared in the Mav 
1961 ADL BULLETIN was written by H. 
Jay Ault, a member of ADL's Pacific South- 
west regional board, and Harvey B, Schech- 
ter~ ADL~5tafr~membtr: - Unfominately, you 
couldn't reiJ that he: by reading last 
month's BULLETIN: Mr. Ault's name was 
inadvertently dropped from the by-line. The 
article was about a study of educators' atti- 
tudes toward released time in the Pasadena, 
California, public schools. Mr. Ault, who 
lives in Pasadena and has had a long and 
active interest in this subject and schools 
generally, deserves better. Our apologies. 
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Birch Groap 
'Will List I 
Comsymps' 

NEW YORK <AP)-The John' 
s Birch Society in its monthly bulle- 
, tin, Thursday announced plans to 
compile and publish a list of 
leading Americans whom it con- 
siders Communist sympathizers. 

\ The article in the publication of 
the right-wing, anti-Communist 
group called on its members to 
help build up "the most complete 
and most accurate files in 
America on the leading Comsymps: 
(Communist sympathizers), so- 
cialists and liberals." 

The publication defined such 
individuals as "those who are 
trying to change the economic and 
political structure of this coun- 
try so that it could be completely 
merged with Soviet Russia in a 
one-world socialist government." 

"These are files that we are 
going to need before we can ever 
give the whole truth— or enough 
of it to save our country— to the 
American people/* it added. 

The bulletin gave details 
-how the information was to 
collected and promised 
Preferences would be checked 
carefully evaluated before 
<materijal was used in any publica- 
tion, *" 
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1961 



Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Washington, D. C. AUlWFORrMTIQWCOWY. I: '' 

Dear Mr. Hoover: n«rsl^ifl3LBV„&afi.. AflMa tfrU&lff" 



-0 



The members of the Executive Committee of The John Birch i 
Society are desiganted by asterisks on this 1 :tterhead, and the} 
are briefly identified as to business or professional connections — ■-- - 
and standing on two pages near the end of the enclosed brochure. , 

j.. 
These five men and the writer respectfully r ;quest an interview r 
with you. The subject we wish to discuss ha : nothing directly to j 
do with any of the charges made against The 7ohn Birch Society, j 
or any of the charges reported to have been i lade by it or by my- I 
self personally, but is still a matter which w 2 consider to be of 
great importance to our country. It is also £ subject in which -- ' 
although it involves no secrets of any kind -- we believe you will 
be interested. 



1 We are, of course, willing to adjust our time 
have as many of the small group present to k 
as possible, at any time you might designate, 
men do come from various parts of the count 
selves all extremely busy, and all wish very 
discussion, and it is so hard to find a time w! 
them do not have unbreakable conflicts, I hop 
for me to mention that the group is scheduled 
Saturday, July 2 9, anyway. And while we no 1 
day in Chicago, we should be very glad instea 
ton or New York, or anywhere that might be 1 
yourself, if you would be willing to spare the 
or have us meet with you at your office or at . 
the one to two hours which we think might be 



to yours, and to 
;ep the appointment, i 

But since these 
•y, and are them- 
much to be in on this 
en one or more of 
; it will seem in order 
to get together on 
■ plan to meet that 
i to meet in Washing- 
:ost convenient for 
:ime to meet with us 
.ny place you say, for 
equired. 



If Saturday, July 29 is not suitable for yours ei, we shall be glad 
to have you suggest any other time and place, as soon thereafter 
, as may be most convenient for yourself. And hoping that the ap- 
pointment may be granted, we shall be looking forward very much 
to seeing you at the time^and place on which you decide. 



Sincerely, 
lobert Welch 





JS0 r 



July 10, lfttl 



tex. Robert Weieh 

The John Birch Society, Incorporated 

Belmont 78, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. Welch: 

I have received your letter of July 5 regarding the 
desire of the members of the Executive Committee of The John Birch 
Society to meet with me. I appreciate your kindness in providing axe 
with a copy of the booklet concerning your organisation. 

Unfortunately, due to previously scheduled commit- 
ments and the pressure of official business! it will not be possible 
for me to accede to your request. X am very sorry this situation 
exists! but I am sure you will understand my position* 

If you, or any of the other members of your Executive 
Committee, have information which you believe would be of interest 
to the FBI, please feel free to discuss it with Mr* James U. Gale, 
Special Agent in Charge of our Chicago Office, located at 536 South 
Clark Street, or with the Special Agent in Charge of any of our other 
offices which may be located more conveniently for you. 

Sincerely yours, 



2^- Chicago - Enclosure 
/I h Boston - Enclosure 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 



7/27/51 



SAC, MEMPHIS (100-3727) 



jo.ik nincH socii, 

J J. — JJt 



f 



Af Z^AS 



ji/rgJrj_T 



phwae[ 



reie- 



"" | TelepFoDlcalIy adviated SA FRANCIS V, 

NORWOOD at the Nashville RA, At this time he stated that he 



[ 



meeting of the John Birch Society in Nashville 
was announced to all members of the proiip who 
the mooting that efforts were being made to oh 
pf all the "liberals" in each area throughout 
°tates where there are John Hirch Societies « 
addresses of these "liberals" and any informal 
concerning their activities is to be sent to 1 
John Birch Society, Helnont, Mass* 



1 



* He stated it 
were present at 
tain the names 
the United 
The names and 
ion avaiable 
he Headquarters, 



Kach member of the Society in Nashville, Teruw,was 
requested to submit to the officers of the group a list of 
names of persons in the area whom they considered "liberal " 
and information upon which t> ey based their opinion. 



[ also stated that some discussion 

TTTc fact that the Secret Service had 



was carried on concerning -..- — «« «,„.„ »„„ «.-,,.._ — -._ — - 
obtained handwriting specimens from some youn^ boy in Nash- 
ville, Term, He stated the significance of tl is was never made 
clear* 



was advised that any information he 

furnxsn vouia be taken. No efforts vere made to guide 



cared to 

his activities, and no comment was made to hiu concerning the 
John Birch Society, No further action Is bei::ig taken on this 
matter by the Memphis division, since it dees not appear that 
the information is of such significance that it should be dis- 
seminated, y - 



€ 



p 



1 } - 



bureau 

Boston 
1 - Memphis 
FWN/krp 

DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 

S± M.U i UlUiX It I- 1 Jl L liAS 3 1 3? i L-A i 1 UH ijUIL'B 









•r >■*■ *~ 



•diiie:* ■'**• u "" , ° 



&<^ 



e/D^|^ 






• 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
MEMORANDUM 



♦ 



TO 



: SAC, 3osr**/ 



DATE: AUG. 2 1961 



FROM : SAC, NEW YORK 



SUBJECT: 



/ 



ROBERT UELCH V3£ 
BELMOIIT 78 
BASS. 

$-4r 



3* 



r^/ 



*m - -^ 



SM - C 



On 6/2/61, 



a sfflirnR who hra furnished 



reliable information m tne palst. \ 



r 



1 OX I'D 



icai iiiiairs 11 , 



maintained on tne ninth floor at 832 Broadway, NYC, 

Attached above is a photograph of the name and 
address of a subscriber. 

In "The Worker", an East Coast Commun .st weekly 
newspaper, issue of 3/5/61, the editor of "Pol.'.tical Affairs" 
identified the latter publication as an organ if the National 
Committee of the CP, USA, published monthly. 

This item is being furnished for your information and 
appropriate action. 

No copy of the item or of this letter is being 
retained by the New York Office. 
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irch Society. Seen 
As Freedom Forc^ 



ALUMFORMATION C 

i-^i^iwte unclad 



By WESTBROOK PEGLER 

NEW YORK— These tran- 
quilizers of mine have men- 
tioned the John Birch Society , 
only twice, but in three we&s i 
I have received more than 2000 ! 
enthusiastic and literate en- j 
dorsement:. from strangers, at j 
least half of them in many cities 
where my nice dissents have 
been suppressed since the Hyde 
Park Mahatma talked the 
Treasury "it of the income tax 
on Elliott's alimony for his 
No. 2 wife. 

In parenthesis let me remind 
tou that Our Leader induced 
John Hartford, of the A&P 
[tores, to lend Elliott $2001000 

re- 
the 



BEAR SLOGANS 



The Post Of>e Dept. tried 
to expunge that patriotic slo- 
gan from cancellation stamps 
and prompted thousands of 
people to buy rubber stamps 
and stickers and to plaster 
their letters with them. 

Hundreds of my letters of 
this great batch bear also the 
slogan: "Impeach Earl War- 
ren." I think this is an imprac- 
tical idea but a worthy emotion 



^nd later got Jesse Jones to 

ver the collateral and 
ifot-pp for $4000. 

I r-eaBz**""*? 1 * 1 *-- ^ conduct by 
a pre.s'dent is a mere paragraph 
in the great unknown history of and therefore endorse it. How- 
our country to all Americans ever. I have abstained from 
who are under 35 and to mil- joining the society because «it 
lions morA of higher years. Such 
truth is ""not taught in our 
schools. 

This fact: leads me now to 
discuss an orcler from the sec- 
retary of defease forbidding all 
Army officers tp educate Ameri- 
can troops in i^cts that might 
create in their ncinds contempt 
for the reigning hj?irs to the 
regime which made it impera- 
tive for them to shoulder arms 
against Moscow at this late 
date. ! 



NOT 'PATHETIC 



might not be far enough to '.ie 
i jght i 

The tenor of my 2000 letters 
in, this brief time is that theje 
persons at last realize that I 
wts not merely a wooly figure 
oil a soapbox howling hoarsely 
against a gracious divinity 
called Ea Eoca Grande. 

On the contrary, it seems I 
was a tireless crusader against 
crimes and sly political be 
trayals which, in the words of ; 
the late VVhittaker Chambers, 
destroyed the most beautiful 
politico - spiritual creation 
wrought by man — the Chris- 
, Han civilization of the Western 
world. 
Not one of those 2000 Irtteis 



The attorney general of Cali- 
fornia, Stanley Mosk, a Demo- 
crat of course, has just issued 
a bull intended to dismiss the i . . , 

John Birch Society as a "pa- w ungrammatical. 
thelic" futility. But this esti- ™< 1 r ' ne ^J^™ ^mm edu- 
mate seems inaccurate. This up- Ugj^as such ot ^P^ lch 
rising may be real. t> r app«>P™te medical treat- 

Like most of his partisans, , m ™t °f. the menially mtnm. 
Mr. Mosk says the John Birch ! But they do tight a political 
people are trying to destroy censorship of history which 
constitutional freedom in a hj des the personal crimes of 
frightened obsession about Roosevelt and the betrayal of 
democratic departures from the the country. 






income and continue through 
aompi sory military service or 
involuntary servitude in tine 
< f peace. 

Its members by some acc< rd 
gave adopted the phra "T lis 
is a republic: not a democracy. 
Let's keep it that nay!" 



name only two, are proof that 
the federal government does 
now possess and wie») a p«ver 
to/^hrow people into r-edlaji 

FIRST OUTCRY 



Lty 



[/These letters of mj.e suggest 
a remarkably intel) t;ent and 
determined rising of u> 'Acquaint- 
ed but sympathetic Americans 
everywhere. I find them in 
Midland and Pamps Houston 
and Dallas, Tex.; a 1 i.ndied of 
them in Montana; ir aoth Da- 
kotas and even in tr* politico- 
intellectual stockade ■ f Atlanta. 

So John Birch m; \ not be 
merely another mmr > r in the 
drugged sleep of a mqueied 
people. 

It may be the fi ^t outcry 
in a. grand revolutk n— led by 
not one general but cy a hun- 
dred of the best get fials and 
admirals that the c< jntry jfas 
yet produced. 

Copjl., 1961. KIok Ptal i'.uil . J.m_ 
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Constitution 

• In that contention hejt 
wiong, if not guilty of & 
trang. For the Birch Soeie 
filhting all democratic m 
ur«e which violate the Conjjti- , mont 
tufion. They start with total 
confiscation of all ^ everyone'*. 



Tfhey would limit and 
including Bracken Lee, 
abolish, the federal income ' 
Ana the horrible example^ 
Mrsr Manuel Miller of 

and Ezra Pound/ 



i 
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AJP£E 



AIR KAIL 



TO: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (^a-X04401) 

sac, los anoel36s ( 100-39001) 

jokn bikch societst - 
information conc&hphj 

INTERNAL SmjRITY 



I 



^onceai* nxs request; estaiuisnea contact ox u>s Angeies 
Offi.ce*|£onfidenfcially advised that the ft Route 66" televi- 
sion Company will be in Boston in late August and expects 
to ahqot on August 29, 19ul in the City of Boston art episode 
in the television series to do tilled To Walfc' With tile 
Serpen o I' OSae main character Kill be a person bearing the 
name, "jOHfif BEACHHONT" or similar, and the film is indicated 
as bearing on the theme of the John Birch Society, and 
appealing to readers of such Journals ae "liuzpev'S" 
"Satvaeiay Review of Literature M and "The nation! 



he done bj 



^stated that the, ftfe***** on g^irtfe win b7D 
and production by | I 



Review of Los Angeles Indices sh one""nVthlnK aub- 
v^aiv^ dtrraiT^hary identifiable vflfch either |~ \ 



>r Burqgdt ■ 
/!> bos$6« 
''-1 - Nu-v; York 
3 - Los Angeles 
100-15' 
KK>~19333 - Cominfil Radio - TV) 



(6) 



(1 - 100-15732 - Coapic) 
(j. « KK>~19333 - Cominfi; 










MiiUiH 



• 



.V 



* 



LA 100-59001 * <* 

Znatant "Route 66 n series is sponsored on tele- 
vision lijr Chevrolet; 

New Yoyfc Offices or* Screen Gems* In-., are believed 
'to be at 711 Fifth Avenue. 

Copies are furnished Hev York: and Boston for 
infoafcsa&ian* 
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CHARGES J 

MADISON, Wis. (UPI) /C 
Gov. Gaylor Nelson of Wiscon- 
sin last night accused the arch- 
conservative John Birch So- 
ciety of being more interested 
in blocking progressive legisla"- 
tion than in combatting Com- 



BIRCH SOCIETY IS LAX ON COMMUmm 



In a speech fo more than 1000 



delegates at the opening of the 
National Student Association's 
14th annual congress at the 
University of Wisconsin, Nelson 
said. 

"In our country, the attack 
on freedom of speech and free- 
dom of inquiry is frequently 
masked as a crusade— assssst 



Communist subversion. 

"The expression of an 
digenous American drive 
waxd progress is often brai 
as alien Marxism by those 
are committed to the st; 
quo, If not to the status 
ante," he said. 

"It is clear from the avt 
"commitments of such gr 



in- 
to- 
ned 
\ho 

1 JS- 



bs the John Birch Society that 
the real goal is far less to com- 
bat the pathetic remnants of 
the Communist Party in this 
country than it is to emasculate 
quo progressive legislation that has 
| developed directly ny 4- if (\iu r r 
wed ican experience and American 
tips ' needs," Nelson declared. 



"—"Tri" i ) i '; jT ti"M mi 
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Jictcratia of Jtforeign J^aira of life J&tttco JStaies 



715 E. FOURTH STREET, SOUTH BOSTON 27, MASS. 



ADJUTANT 



ZFiancis &. Callahan 

12 MERCER STREET 
SOUTH BOSTON 
ANDREW 9-1713 



COLUMBIA 3-0296 




COMMANDER 



Concent ff Sieeley 

6S7 E. SIXTH STREET 
SOUTH BOSTON 
ANDREW B-33S1 



QUARTERMASTER 



ieoige 



2 J&; 



ing 



7 SO EAST FOURTH STREET 
SOUTH BOSTON 
ANDREW 8-5948 



Oawatd C, Connelli 



nneuy 



ANDREW S-113B 



Agent in Charge 

federal Jureau of Investigation 

Sheraton Building 

So a ton 16, Mass. 



Dear Sin 



August ^5. 19^1 



BE: Enclosed subversive material received hy 
our Post* 



Enclosed is copy of most recent communication with enve: ope received from an 
unknown subversive organization which has teen actively soliciting support 
of Veteran 1 e Organisations for many months. In the pasC; ve have disregarded 
these communications and have even destroyed them, hut i.ov we feel that this 
particular communication recuires your immediate at tent on. 

At our last Post meeting it was unanimously voted and a;rproved that we take 
a definite action on this particular communication and lour comments as to 
action taken hy your department will he greatly appreciated. 



Tery truly yours » 



J 



<£^t?AJi 



- I 



Tinccat P. Greeley 
Commnader 
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4?0 
Boston, Xftssaehuset&s 



August 23, 



& 



ffixseent f * ftreeley, ffwwtntier 

Thomas F. fcltagerald feet* *>* 56l 

Veterans of Joreiga m» at the United States 

715 31* Xmneth Street X. 

South Beaton, Massachusetts 

Dear Compander JSreeleyj 

Tovr letter of August 15, X$6i nith enclosure 
fees been received, and the Interest which prenpted 
jour cowttonlcation is appreciated* 



Pleas* be assured that the Material furnished 
has received appropriate attention. 

Very truly yours, 




L. X*. XAXHXBXSM 
Special Agent $m 



IMM:lc 
(2)|,- 
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f Freedom for John Birch 

j The American Civil Liberties 

fcnion has protested the removal of 
"The Life of John Birch" and 
Robert Welch's *' American Opin- 
ion" magazine from the newsstands 
of the 24th Infantry Division in 
Germany. We add our protest to 
that of the ACLU. 



causes is one thing. To >^eprive 
members of the military* of the 
opportunity to know about political 
causes is quite something else. 



The 24th Division, it will be 
remembered, was commanded by 
Major General Edwin A, Walker 
until his removal for allegedly 
impugning in public the loyalty of i 
certain prominent Americans, 

Precisely what General Walker 
said has never, to our knowledge, 
been authoritatively established. 
We have not criticized him, al- 
though we have supported the 
right of the civilian authorities to 
discipline military officers who 
publicly- promote political causes, 
wljether of the right, the left 
thj center. 

However, to discipline a mi 

tary officer for promoting political 



The two publications were re- 
moved from the 24th Division's 
newsstands at the time of General 
Walker's rebuke. It is therefore 
obvious that they were removed 
because the government considered 
their contents politically objection- 

In plain .words,, the govern- 



J 



MMMMl 



/ 



ment censored these publications. 
The First Amendment's guaranty 
■pf free speech is predicated upon 
pe assumption that citizens ^ill 
make intelligent public policy if 
they are permitted to hear all 
shades of political opinion. 



One shade of political opinion ' 
— and a prominent one these days 
—is reflected in the publications of j 
ttpe John Birch Society. It must brf 
accorded as much freedom as anv 
other viewpoint. The First Amend- 
ment is ideologically blind. 
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Birch Society 
jH^ad Sues Over r 
Book Publication 

(New York Times News Service) 

NEW HAVEN - Robert Welch, 
the head of the controversial John 
Birch society, filed suit in U.S. 
district court here today charging 
Fawcett Publications, of Green- 
wich, with infringing on his copy- 
right on "The Blue Book of the 
John Birch Society." 

Welch, of Belmont, Mass., 
charges that a pocket size edition 
entitled, "Inside the John Birch 
Society" published by Fawcett 
"was largely copied from tee Blue 
Book of the John Birch Society." 

Welch seeks a ruling enjoining 
Fawcett from continued distribu- 
tion of the pocket book. Heralso 
is for an accounting of allj 
rfits made by Fawcett op tbej 
itioa and property damagps notj 
- than $250. « 
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The John Birch Society and 
the American Nazi Party today 
stood equally guilty before the 
State Labor Council, CTO-AFL, 
as being hostile to the United 
States. 

The labor group at its annual 
convention in the Hotel Brad- 
ford unanimously adopted a res- 
olution denouncing the Birch 
Society as an organization 
founded on and advocating "the 
adoption of Communist tactics 
and anti-democratic techniques 

fight communism." 

Joseph Salerno, New Englar 
irector of the Amalgamated 
'Iothing Workers of Americif 
'lasted both Democrats and Rfl 
publieans for failing to solve the 
country's unemployment prob- 
lems. 

"After a year and a half re* 
cession there are still more than 
4% million unemployed in this 
country, while automation and 
the entrance of new workers in- 
to the labor market create the 
need of at least 2 l A Million new 
jobs per year." 

He called for higher teacher 
salaries, claiming that "penny- 
pinching city, state and federal 
governments" have caused this 
country to lag behind Russia 
and Red China. 

John E. Powers, Senate presi- 
dent, defended state politics, 
claiming that "Massachusetts 
has no more corruption than in 
ny of the governments of Che 
jther 49 states. Massachusetts* 

vernment is just as claan 

d virile as that of any otaer 
sfite. Do not judge the many 
by t he acts o f the few." . 
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Birch Society 
Member Is 
eaker 

Since the John Birch Society 
was founded in 1958 it lias con- 
centrated on a build-up of mem- 
bership and gathering funds and 
has not had the opportunity to 
develop a program of fighting 
the Communist outside of pub- 
lishing a monthly magazine 
which exposes Communist ac- 
tivjty, Norman D. MacLeod of 
Kenyon said yesterday, 

Speaking in Edwards Hall at 
the University of Rhode Island, 
Mr, MacLeod, a member of the 
society, said lhat correspond- 
ents around 1he world contrib- 
ute the material for the publi- 
cation "American Opinion." 

Mr. MacLeod joined the so- 
ciety early in 1959 through the 
national office in Belmont. ■ 
Mass. There is no local chapter 
in Rhode Island, he said. 

Answering a .question' con- 
cerning the society's proposed 
impeachment of Chief Justice 
.Earl Warren, Mr. MacLeod 
said. "While I may agree in 
part with the program I feel it 
is unrealistic and I am doing 
nothing to suppdrt it." 

In defending the controver- 
sial movie "Operation Aboli- 
tion." Mr. MacLeod said that 
the film was prepared by pro- 
fessional cameramen and "if it 
is propaganda then so is all the 
news on television." 

Mr. MacLeod said he could 
not identify any Communists or 
Communist organizations but 
that several groups which hel 
called "dupes" of the Commun-j 
ists distribute Communist prop-* 
aganda. He identified these 
"dupes" as the clergy, liberals, 
intelligentsia, labor unions, the 
&£ate..Department, the National 
Labor Relations Board, state 
governments, and parent-teach- 
er organizations. 

The society's objective, - Mr. 
MacLeod said, is to achieve less 
domination by government,, 
mqre individual responsibility 1 
and; a- ; "better world. ' ' 

are. than 200 persons at- 
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Left aid Right 
Views'Debated 

Brown^Students Hear/ 
Birch Slociety Mem, 
Red China Supporter 

Spokesmen for left wing and 
right wing political philosophies 
clashed last night at Brown 
University in a debate that 
ranged far afield from the main 
topic: Should Red China be 
admitted to, the United' Na- 
tions? 

.Norman I> ^ jjVTA^j^ftrt nf Ken- 
yon, a member of the John 
Birch Society, said that ad- 
mission of Red' China would 
render the United States virtu- 
ally impotent in the world or- 
ganization. The Peiping regime 
would gain world prestige en- 
abling it to expand its designs 
on neighboring countries, he 
said. 

Mrp Myra Tanner \Vfffcft a 

former vice presidential candi- 
date of the Socialist Workers 
Party, rejected those views and 
said that Red China "has no 
reason" to, want war. 

The debate, sponsored by .the 
board of governors of Faunce 
House, was held at Carmichael 
Auditorium before a capacity 
crowd. It was preceded by the 
showing of a film, "Red China — 
Outlaw," prepared and' distrib- 
Tueu uy^the Committee, .of One 

Million AgainsTlhe Admission] ■ — i-'a^ur minds have been brain 
, o fTSsd ' China to'tfie'W.'" .™-v,-j » ' * 



Mrs. Weiss asserted that the 
,. — r^Srfimunist takeover in.'Siiitiff 
grew out of Chiang Kai-shek's 
refusal to permit any opposi- 
tion to his regime. She said 
that the same motives which 
prompted the Chinese revo- 
lution caused the uprisings in 
Korea and in Indochina. 

She said she supports the 
Communist regime in China, 
but opposes some policies of 
that government. She labeled 
them as rooted in "Stalinistic, 
bureaucratic" philosophy. 

Mr. MacLeod held that Red 
China's refusal to agree to a 
nuclear test ban should bar its 
admission to the U.N. He said 
that its admission would not 
serve to lessen world tensions 
because the Red regime "does 
not represent the large portion 
of the people of China." 

Both speakers attacked re- 
porting of the question by West- 
ern newspapers. Mrs. Weiss 
said, "The majority of Ameri- 
can newspapers are owned by 
big business interests and pre- 
sent the point of view of the 
corporations." 

Mr. MacLeod disagreed and 
drew laughter from the audi- 
ence when he said: "I take is 
sue with this. I've heard the 
complaint that 50 per cent of 
the press and j'adio here are 
Communist-controlled.^ 

Mr. MacLeod! refused, how> 
ever, to name a station or pub- 
lication which came under this 
category. 

When the student audience 
laughed at a statement by Mrs, 
Weiss that the tl U.S. won the 
war (World War II) and lost 
China to the Chinese people," 
she declared: 
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A warm discussion at Carmichael Auditorium last night 
involves Mrs. Myra Tanner Weiss, one of speakers . . . 
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... and a Brown freshman, Jack Lewis of New York 
City, who makes a 'point of his own from the floor. 
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pr fi# Jeo Laughlin 

U70 Atlantic Ave. 
Boston, Mass. 

Dear Mr* I»aughlin: 

Please find attached a complete transcript of the statement made 
by Arnold Forster* National $ivil Rights Director of the Anti- 
Defamation League of B'nai B'rith on the subject of the John 
Birch Society, Belmont, Massachusetts, at the October 29, meet- 
ing of the Ford Hall Forum in Boston, 



Sincerely, 
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STATEMENT BY AHNOU) FORSTBR 

at Ford. Hall Porum 
in Boston, Massachusetts 
on Sunday, October 29, l?6l 



You are a very nice looking group, and a comparatively large one, as meetings 
• of this kind go these days. 

But I am not overly impressed because X am becoming sort of used to large 
audiences. Earlier this month I attended another meeting. There vere 1,600 people 
there and they were as well dressed as you appear to be — certainly, as a group, 
they were on a high economic level, and they had come together in a gracious sub- 
urban community. 

It was in no seise an assemblage of unemployed malcontents or crackpots. 
Indeed, I estimated that at least J of the room was filled with college-age men and 
women, and with upper middle-class couples in their early 30*5. Most of the rest 
were people who, from their fine dress, their social presence, had arrived, so-to- 
speak, economically, 

I should tell you that I waited to buy a ticket of admission — in a line it 
deep, almost a block long — for more than an hour before the meeting began. 

There are, to be sure, two real differences in the character of that gathering 
in Garden City and this one tonight. There we listened to the speaker for one 
continuous hour and forty minutes. I promise you far less time from me. Second, 
was the Alice-In-Wonderland quality about that meeting compared to the very real 
down-to-earth nature that this one seems already to have. 

By now, of course, you must be aware that I attended the Long Island meeting 
of the John Birch Society where I heard Robert Welch, its leader, talk. 

He turned the world inside out and upside down — not only in his formal 
presentation but in his answers to questions in the discussion period. At long 
length I heard him prove — at least to the satisfaction of many in the hall — 
that Communism is an evil imposed upon the masses across the world by the millionaire 
class; a method of enslaving the poor people who inhabit the earth. It was difficult 
to believe that his listeners, dressed expensively, sporting jewelry, using *6l aid 
*62 automobiles, could swallow the story. 

I listened to his explanation of his so-called "principle of reversal 11 — and 
was overcome again with that never-never-land feeling i If a man admits he is a 
Communist, then you know he is. After that things are never what they seem. If a 
— man. denies he Js a Communist, then he must be one because he denies it. 

That may be an oversimplification, but it is not an inaccurate analysis of how 
the principle works. He applied it the evening of the Garden City meeting. The 
legal decision, he said, handed down that very day by the U. S# Supreme Court, 
requiring the Communist Party to register against its will — that decision is no 
evidence the Court understands the evil of Communism; on the contrary, it is proof 
that the Supreme Court secretly approves Communism. 
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His villains that night were the Republicans, the Democrats, Earl Warren, 
0?.,e/G Renewal, the Edited Kjfcioiia, and Franklin D. Roosevelt. His hero iras the 
late Senator Joe McCarthy. 

Not a word of anti-Semitism passed Mr. Welch* s lips; certainly none that I 
could detect — and in this narrow field, at least, I consider myself as somewhat 
expert. He even avoided that kind of innuendo which the audience could interpret 
as a covert expression of anti-Jewish hostility. I came to the conclusion that 
Rohert Welch knows full well anti-Semitism can be a kiss of death. 

The same, however, cannot be said for a large number of people in his audience. 
There was a question- and- answer period during which Mr* Welch had no control either 
over a question posed out loud or the reaction of the listeners to the question. 
Thus, when one person stood to his feet demanding to know "Wh* promoted Peress?" — 
this was the signal for the knowing oohs and aahs across the room, and the sudden 
burst of approving applause. 

During the course of hlr uresentation, the Birch leader had talked about the 
infiltration of Communist agents into the Protestant clergy, mentioning, in passing, 
that there was some of it, too, in the Roman Catholic Priesthood. This provoked, 
during the question-and-answer period, a query from a lady who wanted to know what 
the situation was among Rabbis, Again, even before he could answer, the room reacted 
to the question with a quick, enthusiastic round of applause — applause which could 
only be interpreted as the audience's inarticulate way of saying, "Ah, now we are 
putting our finger on the real problem.* 1 

I think even Welch detected it, and after saying vaguely that he supposed 
there was some infiltration in the rabbinate, added that there probably was also 
infiltration in the Moslem priesthood. This last comment was deliberately misinter*. 
preted by his listeners. They reacted as if he was being humorously sly. They 
pretended that his answer was meant to convey to them; "Yes, the Jews are the core, 
of the problem, but if we say it that bluntly, we will be charged with anti-Semitism. 
So let's blame all religions and with equal absurdity include the Moslems, 11 / 

Now any one of you is free to reject my analysis of the Garden City audiencej 
purely personal and perhaps visceral. In that case, let's approach the matter on' a 
somewhat more intellectual level: ! 

I begin by stating my opposition to the Birch Society because that organization 
regards democracy as an evil and as a sure road to Communism* I respect democracy, 
its political and ethical concepts, and the integrity of its institutions. As a 
lawyer, I specifically include the institution of the American Judiciary. 

* 

In this connection, the Society is guilty of attempts to pressure our courts 
of law by threats and other forms of browbeating. Whether the target be the Chief 
Justice of the United States Supreme Court or the lowliest police magistrate, this 
is a fundamental violation of our constitutional concepts and subversive of the 
American form of government. 

Mr. Welch has declared — and I quote — "Democracy. ,. in government ir organi- 
zation,,, is merely a deceptive phrase, a weapon of demogoguery and a perennial 
fraud." — Nor am I reassured, even though Mr. Welch has als© declared 

that the United States is not a democracy but a republic, and we ought to keep it 
that way. 
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The Birch movement is a matter of grave concern to all Americans. Why? 
Because in our country voluntary agencies traditionally play an important role — 
for good or evil — and the John Birch Society is the latest voluntary know-nothing 
organization in America, We have seen what damage know-nothing movements can do. 
In your lifetime and mine, we have had Coughlinism, America First and the McCarthy 
Movement — and now their successor, Birch. This one has two features the others 
lacked: a leader with a great capacity to organize and a technique of secrecy — 
secrecy of action through "front organizations." 

Why should we be concerned about a radical right-wing organization composed 
of a small band of extremists on the fringe of American political life who see all 
problems in conspiratorial terms? Because the John Birch Society is part of a 
larger movement. While clearly the most notorious and best publicized of the 
radical right-wing groups on the American scene — it is only one of many new ones 
on the far right. 

Some 95 groups — from conservative to extremist right-wing — have sprung up 
in the United States, most of them within the last two years. Of the 9£> I count 
18 new ones in I960, and bk in 1961; in short, more in the first six months of 
this year than in any similar period in the last twenty. 

In less than three years the Birch Society has developed a gross annual income 
of about a million and a half dollars from dues, honorary life memberships, special 
contributions, and the sale of literature. Although it will release no membership 
figures, experts in the field say that those who pay dues number about 60,000. Its 
paid staff consists of approximately 63 men and women. 

While substantial, the movement is obviously not quite as big as its press 
notices would indicate. The fact is that the Society earns extravagant amounts of 
publicity by Welch's outrageous charges of Communism again3t such Americans as 
former President Eisenhower, the late John Fester Dulles, or an unidentified group 
of several hundred Roman Catholic priests. 

No one is safe. Monseignor Francis J. Lally, editor of "The Pilot" here in 
Boston, is one of those who might well be tagged by Mr* Welch. The Monseignor was 
among the American editors who spoke up in an excellent editorial, published on 
October llith, in defense of the Catholic clergy after Mr. Welch at Garden City in 
effect charged 273 Catholic Priests with being Communists, 

Thank the good sense of the American press that — like Monseignor Lally and 
"The Pilot" — the major amount of newspaper comment has been adverse; examination 
shows that in the period from June 1st to October l£, 196l, the press has been 
overwhelmingly critical. 

Mr. Welch contends that the Communists are responsible for precipitating the 
press attack upon his organization — part of the conspiracy, of course. It was, 
he claims, triggered by a "signal 1 * given in an article published on February 25, 
1961 in the Communist "People is World" which circulates on the West Coast. He 
referred to that article as the "mother piece" for all that followed, adding that 
"Time Magazine" was the first in line. But his charge does not square with the 
facts. The plain truth is that the "people's World" was a "Johnny- Come-Lately." 

Back in July I960, newspapers in the Mid-West uncovered and published the 
details of Welches accusations in his then-secret manuscript "The Politician." 
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One of your own newspapers here in Boston ran a series a few weeks later; the 
"Boston Herald." The reporter was Stanley fcames. The articles — which cited 
Welch's fantasies from "The Politician" — appeared in the last week of August I960. 
Wasn't Mr. Welch aware of these articles in his own backyard, when he charged that 
the Reds had given the "signal" in February 1961 — six months after the "Boston 
Herald" expose? 

The John Birch Society would never have received its nationwide notoriety if 
its Founder had not written "The Politician" — the book he called a confidential 
letter — with its outlandish allegations of treason, However, under any circum- 
stances, some of its leadership stands sufficiently high in the community power- 
structure to win the group a hearing from newspaper editors, local leaders and 
members of the Society are, in many cases, people of financial responsibility and 
social status in their communities. They are often able to exert considerable 
influence and impact at the local level when they decide to put the pressure on a 
school teacher, or a school superintendent, or a school board. 

In affirmation of his hatred of democracy, Mr. Welch has structured his Society 
in an un- democratic fashion: The organization is central V- controlled and tightly 
run by the Founder himself. £v erythirg operates from the top down; Mr. Welch picks 
his national organizers for the Society; they report directly to him; chapter leaders 
report to national, regional or local organizers picked by Mr. Welch or his agents. 
Founder Welch himself has a good business head, considerabl e business experience, 
a great capacity for attention to details, and an enormous will for hard work and 
sole leadership. 

Mr. Welch makes no bones about who is the boss. I quote — "The John Birch 
Society will operate under completely authoritative control at all levels" — 
That's from page l£9 of the "Blue Book of the John Birch Society," 

The "Blue Book" — as you probably know -- is a verbatim transcript of Welch's 
incredible two-day monologue, delivered at the founding meeting of the Society in 
December 1958, in Indianapolis, There, eleven of his close associates — obviously 
men of tremendous endurance ™ listened patiently before agreeing to launch the 
organization. 

At another point in the "Blue Book" Mr. Welch says that members who no longer 
feel the necessary degree of loyalty can either resign or they will be put out; and 
he also declares that — I quote — "We shall have short cuts for eliminating 
differences without going through any Congress of so-called democratic processes," — 

If the authoritarian structure of the Birch organization is elementary, its 
basic premises are primitive: First, it believes in the conspiratorial theory of 
history and politics. Conspiracy is always the answer. Second, it believes that 
the Communist conspiracy has already captured control of most of the world — 
including the United States — and because it is already victorious here on our 
shores, battle must now be done to recapture the country from the enemy. 

That both premises are false is patent and demonstrable. 
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It's almost incredible that we ahould be here tonight seriously discussing a 
group whose leader believes his own obviously false assumptions — if I may, his 
own political fantasies — fantasies that a former President was a Communist agent.,, 
as was a member of the family... as was a former Secretary of State — and a member 
of his family also. True, a world of fantasy. But a world which unfortunately 
seems also to be the ideological dwelling place of at least 60,000 other Americans. 

Perhaps not all his followers agree with everyting he says. Some Birchites 
have gone to greaT Tengths to disassociate themselves from his views about General 
George C. Marshall and other great American leaders he has smeared. They say 
these views are personal, nor organizational. 

The contention is untenable — because, by his own statements, Welch has made 
it clear that he is_ the Society — that the Society is a monolithic organization 
in which he is the central moving spirit, Any attempt to separate the two fails. 

But even if they were separable -- how do you explain so many Americans who 
are willing to join a leader holding such incredible viewpoints? 

I think there is an explanation: If the Society's members are uneasy or 
embarrassed by his more sensational views, they nevertheless live in the same 
fantasy-land with Mr. Welch. 

What kind of place is it which these men and women populate? It is a world 
whose inhabitants assume that there must be solutions that will produce victories 
on the international scene and will resolve all our domestic problems. If no 
easy solutions are forthcoming, there must scmevhere be a conspiracy preventing it . Ibe 
see the world around them — the churches, the press, radio and television, the 
unions — almost all the established institutions in our free society — in the 
grip of Gorcraunist conspirators, or their sympathizers. 

Those who disagree with this view are naturally a part of the conspiracy, 
for there can be no honest basic differences of opinion: you are a Bircher — 
or you are a Red, or a tool — and this applies to anyone from Republican to 
left-wing Socialists. Most ridiculous of all, the Birchers view the government 
itself —. and its political leaders — as just another part of the same pack of 
Communist agents or dupes — no one of them to be trusted. 
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One other dimension to the Birch philosophy. It is this: There is 
no hope of salvation through the ballot box, "Direct action" Is necessary — 
through secret or semi-secret cellsj through high pressure campaigns such as 
"Impeach Earl Warren'*; through "front" groups, and by means of a whole flood 
of crash programs and emergency actions that reflect only their neurotic 
fears and distorted views. 

Now we know who Is the Society^ enemy — practically anybody. Made 
possible by the "principle of reversal" — which can turn any loyal citizen 
into a traitor with the wave of a Birch wand. Keep the principle in mind 
and the Communists are really in favor of many things they profess to oppose; 
they say they are against something only in order to make us be for it. 

For example, Mr. Welch has characterized the late U« S. Secretary 
General — Dag Hammarskjold — as a Kremlin agent. When the Soviet attacked 
Mr. Hammarskjold and fought for his ouster, the Communists, Mr. Welch tells 
us, were only doing so to provoke us into insisting that Hammarskjold be kept 
in his U. N. post — which is what Khrushchev really wanted. 

Again: Founder Welch believes that the Soviets really sent the first 
Sputnik into orbit because they wanted us to increase our defense spending, 
and thus weaken ourselves economically. 

If we increase our military spending, we play into the Kremlin's hands. 
If we reduce American military might, we are also playing into the Kremlin^ 
hands. Heads they win, tails we lose. 

If all this were merely ridiculous, I think we could live with it — 
even if many thousands of our fellow citizens on the fringe of our political 
life believe it. But there is cause for genuine concern. For this inside-out 
reasoning — the unsound major premise — carries with it a tremendous potential 
for harm to our country and to a genuine effort to stem the tide of world 
Communism. The simple truth is that the Birchers do not sow understanding, 
they sow confusion. They do not contribute to a calm, firm national effort 
to combat Communism; they sow fear, semi-hysteria, panic* 
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Why haven't I told you what they are for ? Why have I withheld from you the con- 
tent of their constructive program? I haven T t -withheld anything; they have no posi- 
tive , no constructive program. They are not for anything; they are only against. Be- 
ing against is the only program Welch offers his followers . 

To impeach the Presiding Justice of the United States Supreme Court, is a typical 
campaign— and such destructive activities deeply involve Birch members in the work of 
the organization; it keeps them "busy on a continuing basis carrying out assigned tasks; 
it requires chapter meetings , special projects, local Birch reading rooms. You see the 
Society member does not merely Join the organization, pay his initiation fee plus dues 
and then sit back to receive his monthly newsletter. He becomes a functioning part 
of a negative movement* 

Because it is an against movement, the Society always run the risk of committing 
a libel in attacking people . But Mr . Welch created a loophole . Rather than pay the 
price of libel, he seeks to hide behind a semantic camouflage. That is why he coined 
the word "Comsymp" --to describe an enemy whom he cannot quite prove to be an out- 
right Communist but whom he believes to be more than a mere sympathizer. The new 
word, he hopes, will avoid the built-in libel trap of the word "Comnunist". 

But anyone can use this device; anyone, that is, who will not be concerned about 
your level of intelligence. Let me, with appropriate apology to you, use it just this 
once: Members of the Birch Society may not be outright bigots but they may be more : 
than mere sympathizers. The proper word, then, would be: Bigsymps. 

Seriously, the real threat today of Communism in America -- and it is real enough 
-- is from the outside. It is an absurd notion that our most dangerous Communist 
enemy is internal, that it is already virtually victorious, and that it must be fought 
within our borders to the almost total exclusion of every other political problem. 

Outside or within, Communism is an evil and it mus t be handled. If we are all 
agreed on that premise, then, you might ask, why all the shouting? Why donH we all 
just get along with the task of handling it? 

Because the only thing on which most of us agree with the Birch Society is that 
Communism is a menace. After that, we separate — and separate fast — because we 
are convinced that Birch not only shoots political buckshot at everybody and his 
uncle, failing effectively to attack Communism, but unwittingly (to give it the bene- 
fit of the doubt) aids and abets Communism, falling into its traps -- indeed, into its 
very lap. If Communism ever does take over in the United States — and I doubt that 
— we will have two groups to thank; the Communists and the Birchists. 

Let us see whether my last statement is cheap demagoguery or thoughtful reason- 
ing: A most striking and significant feature of the Society is that many of its 
campaigns parallel those of the Soviet Communists. The Society would seek to destroy, 
among other things, HATO, the United Nations and the vital American system of economic 
and military aid to underdeveloped countries. These are also precisely the aims of 
the Soviet Union in its efforts to weaken the United States throughout the world. 
Let's look at the twin character: 

Number One — NATO: The Soviet would smash NATO so that it could not protect 
against Communist intrusion upon Western Europe... Birch would take U.S. troops out 
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of NATO, waking it incapable of protecting against Communist intrusion upon Western 
Europe. 

Number Two — The United nations: To capture control of it, the Soviet insists 
upon the right of veto, even in the administration of U.N. work. . . Birch would take 
the United States out of the U.N., leaving the Soviet in control of it, including ad- 
ministration . 

Number Three — Foreign Aid: The Soviet tries to persuade underdeveloped coun- 
tries to reject American economic and military assistance... Birch would withdraw 
such American assistance from underdeveloped countries. 

Number Four — The Communist Menace: The Soviet argues that Communism is no 
external threat to the United States . . . Birch argues that Communism is a more internal 
threat than an external one. 

Number Five — The Race Problem: The Soviet would convince Asian and African 
nations to turn their backs on the United States because of its alleged pro-racist 
policies... Birch would impeach Earl Warren for his anti-racist decisions - 

Number Six — Social Justice: The Soviet does not believe in it... Birch is op- 
posed to civil rights and the religious gospel of social rights. 

Number Seven — The Front Organization: The Soviet attempts to use "fronts" as 
an essential tool in the dissemination of its propaganda in the United States. .. Birch 
advocates the use of "fronts" as a technique for propaganda purposes. 

Number Eight— The Communist Party: In the Soviet it is a monolithic, totalitar- 
ian movement with no dissent permitted to its followers from the principles laid down 
by its leader... Ditto for the Birch Society. 

And yet no one of us is foolish enough to suggest that the Birch Society is Com- 
munist. But I guess if there were no John Birch Society, the Communists would invent 
one. 

What's the real reason for the recent appearance of so many right-wing organiza- 
tions on the American scene — and for the success (such as it is) of the Welch move- 
ment? The reason — in a nutshell: the frustrations of the American people; the 
troubles we are having with Russia; the problems in Berlin, Laos and Cuba; the Ameri- 
can lag in rocketry, thermo-nuclear weapons, the space race --in short, the cold war. 
And on the domestic front: high taxes, rising living costs, the integration struggle, 
and so on. 

For all these difficulties, the Birch movement offers a single solution -- tear 
down everything that's up. 

Does Welch's organization really have a future in America? I think not. Eventu- 
ally, it will go the way of all know-nothing movements. Once its character is com- 
pletely known to the American people, the organization is doomed to failure. Under- 
standing the nature of the movement, they will inevfcteiMy reject and repudiate it as 
an unwholesome political growth in American soil. In the nature of things the United 
States will eventually evolve adequate and proper solutions for its international and 
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domestic migraine headaches — at that point Americans will turn their backs on Robert 
Welch and his John Birch Society. 

In short, there are far better answers, better alternatives than those offered by 
Mr. Welch. But what they are is not my assignment nor our subject this evening. To 
Birch Society members, if any be present here tonight, I would ask: What kind of 
fools do you take the American people to be? Do you think we are stupid enough to 
believe that an Eisenhower or a Dulles or a Warren ever deliberately played the Krem- 
lin game? 

Yes, we are against Communism, but not the kind you attack. We look out across 
the sea and we note the menacing Soviet armies, their thermonuclear weapons, their 
missiles, their atomic tests, and their Red Chinese partners, now also struggling to 
gain atomic weapons « and we know we are faced with danger -- possibly the ultimate 
danger in mankind^ long history. 

We know we must look to our own weapons. We know , too., that we must watch the 
internal activities of the small band of Communists still ii: our midst. 

But, to point out the enemy for us, we don't need Mr. Welch, or his John Birch 
Society, or its followers — who don*t know their left from their right. We don't 
need the mushrooming bands of radical right-wingers — who canH tell a Republican 
from a Communist -- and who view Social Security as a dangerous step along the road 
to Communism. 

J. Edgar Hoover who has not as yet -- I think — been charged with being a Com- 
munist agent, a "Comsymp" or a dupe, prepared a statement on the subject of fighting 
Communism. Here is what he said: -- and I quote — 

"The danger of indiscriminately alleging that someone ts a Communist merely be- 
cause his views on a particular issue happen to parallel the official party position 
is obvious. The confusion which is thereby created helps the Communists by diffusing 
the forces of their opponents. 

"Unfortunately there are those who make the very mistake the Communists are so 
careful to avoid. These individuals concentrate on the negative rather than on the 
positive. They are merely against Communism without being for any positive measures 
to eliminate the social, political and economic frictions which the Communists are so 
adroit at exploiting. 

"These persons", Mr. Hoover concludes, "would do well to recall a lesson from 
history. Both Hitler and Mussolini were against Communism. However, it was by what 
they stood for , not against, that history has fudged them." 

The John Birch Society stands for nothing. 
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AUSTIN, Tex. (AP) — The 
leader of the controversial John 
Bheh Society declared last 
; night the United States govern-' 
rnent has been "the most power- 
ful' single force supporting the 
steady worldwide Communist 
advance." 

In remarks prepared for an 
anti-Communism rally, Robert 
Weleh said governmental sup- 
port of Communism was carried 
out "while always pretending, 
of course, to oppose that ad- 
vance," 

Welch said "a comparatively 
few thousand Communists, con- 
centrated in key departments 
altd agencies of our govefa- 
nt" have done "a terrific 
of determining both me 
jcies slid the actions of those 
ncies &nt£ departments— and 
hence indirectly of our whole 
government." 

Welch said the United States 
has been taken "steadily down 
the road to Communism by 
steps supposedly- designed and 
presented to the American 
I people as ways of fighting Com- 
rmwrism. 

He said American foreign aid 
has been a "tremendous help" 
to the advance of Communism 
and "it was planned fay the Com- 
munists for that purpose." 

The speaker estimated that 
) about 7000 protestant ministers, 
1 or 3 per cent, in the United 
States are what he called "Com- 
symps— a man who is either a 
Communist or sympathizer with 
Communist purposes." 

Welch said he did not have 

tee sligJiest doubt that Vhe 

1 largest single body of Comimi- 

nists rra Ameriea is: in the PrOT- 

' es\ant clergy. 
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latholic Weekly Scores 
iircn Society as Menace 



NEW YORK, Nov. 27 (AP)— 
An article in America, na- 
tional Catholic weekly review, 
says the John Birch Society 
"is proving to be an instrument 
of division and a threat to the 
national morale." 

The article also asserts: 

"If allowed to proceed with 
its work of confusion and divi- 
sion, it will destroy the basis 
of a solid, effective fight 
against Communism carried on 
by such organs as the F.B.I." 

The article in) the magazine 
published by a j froup of Jesuit 
fathers in the United States 
and Canada, wis written by 
Father Robert A Graham. 

It said that " l fairly large 
' number of Cath alios seem to 
, have been draw n to the so- 
ciety," But it dm not accept 
a 50 percent figure said to 
have been cited by an aide to 
Robert Welch, society founder. 

lp any case, the article said, 
mepbers of the organizati^ 
'effhibit an amazing na,"^^ 
aut the real issues at st) 



I 
and what they are getting 
into." sfib~3Jf?f 

It continued: y 

"The John Birch Society is 
certainly no model for a move- 
ment in the American demo- 
cratic tradition. From this 
standpoint it deserves the 
castigation it has already re- 
ceived, and one must regret 
that its members treat so 
lightly these unpatriotic as- 
pects of a supposedly patriotic 
organization, 

"But the real danger of the 
society lies, not in its organ- 
ization and methods, but in its 
impact upon the American 
national life at this moment. It 
is proving to be an instrument 
of division and a threat to the 
national morale. 

"For, to justify its claim 
that the country is infiltrated 
by Communists, the John 
Birch Society has embarked 
on an unprecedented and ar- 
rogant campaign against al- 
most all our leaders, Demo- 
crats or Republicans, Liberals 
Lor Conservatives, 



"As it stands today Com- 
munism, which as an enepiy 
of freedom and order should be 
the common foe of both Lib- 
erals and Conservatives, eludes 
... its final accounting." | 



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DllI^ED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 01-30-2012 

2!£2*f omj woH contawed 
mmm w unclassified 



X _B Q5T0N C-LQHE^ Boston, Mass, 

BOSTON IMAIDt Boston, Mass* 

^BOSTON 1BAVEIER, Boston* Mass* 

C^ioit'H SdEHSE MONita* Boston* 

Masso 
EECCKIK'JiERHftN, Boston, Mass. 



Date.* 


1>28-61 


Edition: 
Author ; 


M.rning 


Editor: 


Victor 0* Jones 


Title: 


J")HW BIRCH SOCIETY 



Class* or Character 100 

Page: ^ 

Bufile; 

Submitting Office; Boston 100-32899 

'f - /£j> 



/&si { C^f^7 



*** Bu^ 






NOV 29 19. 

F8I-BQSTQ1 




^^^^jCft 






v 'BS-8 Revised (7-17-59 



DECLASSIFICATION! AUTHORITY DERIVED FP.OH: 
FP T AITT eiMAT TP DKiT s^^TFTP ^TITTM f^TITDF 
DATE 01-30-2012 





jfesisasaddress the other dajfetjg^w 
fore the Providence Exchange ■ 
Club, Norman D. MacLeod ex- 
pressed anurnbcrol opimons that 
lend themselves to debate. His 
opinion that General Eisenhower, 
by his acts at war's end, contrib- 
uted to the success of the Com- 
munist Paj^y* for one example, , 
and his opinion that Dr. Barn aby 
C. K eerfey has 
unfairly criti- 
cizes the John 
Birch Society, 
for another, are 
opinions that 
not everyone 
will share. They 
are provocative 
and even inter- 
esting opinions, 
but they also are 
debatable and 
question able 
opinions which, 
many of us believe, do not stand up 
under rational scrutiny. * 

Equally debatable, and question- 
able, are the opinions expressed by 
Mr. MacLeod on the origin, struc- 
ture and future of our form of gov- 
ernment. He says the founding 
fathers intended to set up a re- 
public "which operates under law," 
not a democracy "which operates 
under the dictates of men." He fur- 
ther asserts, as though it were an 
unvarying law of government, that 
"democracy eventually becomes a 
mobocracy, mob rule, and from 
there goes to socialism, then to 
communism.", Mr. MacLeod im- 
plied that we already have' passed 
from democracy to mobocracy and 
now are tobogganing swiftly to- 
ward more evil forms of govern- 
ment that lie beyond. 

This line of argument, we sub- 
mit, reflects a misreading of his- I 
tory, a fruitless hair-splitting over 
semantics, and a refusal to recog- : 
nize some of the realities about us, \ 

In the first place, it k now gen- , 
erally accepted that the founding '. 
fathers sought to establish, a repre- ; 
lentatjve "■" ^mocj'acy- and did so. j 
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would carry on the functions of 
go vernment . It is pointless to try 
'to trraw hAe distinctions between 
a republic and a democracy. v 3*fe is 
specious to argue that while the 
founding fathers intended us to 
live under a rule of law, /We have 
now cast aside the rule of law and 
are operating under the "dictates 
of men." The point is that the 
founding fathers, in their wisdom, 
established a form of government 
which was sufficiently strong and 
sufficiently flexible to survive all 
the tests of time and changing cir- 
cumstance from the late 18th cen- 
tury to the present day. We still 
live by the law established in that 
Constitution, and we expect to go 
on living under it for as far into 
the future as any man can see. 
Whether we call this form of gov- 
ernment a republic, a democracy, 
or a representative democracy isn't 
important. What is important is 
that it is a workable, time-tested 
system, whatever name one chooses 
to apply to it. 

As for Mr. MacLeod's curious 
opinion that democracy inevitably 
passes through some process of 
metamorphosis, first into mobocra- 
cy, then step by step into socialism 
and communism, where is the evi- 
dence to support this alarming 
pattern? 

The example of Czechoslovakia 
comes to mind, i The Czechs once 
had a democracy. It became a so- 
cialized democracy, which Mr. 
MacLeod may equate with "social- 
ism," then abruptly was converted 
to communism. But was this a 
normal and inevitable progression 
from democracy to communism? 
Hardly. It was plainly an example 
of communism being imposed on an 
unwilling populace by the guns of 
a bigger neighbor. 

How about Switzerland, Sweden, 
Denmark or Britain? Have their 
democracies followed Mr. Mac- ( 
Leod's inexorable pattern into 
communism? Of course not. 

Nor do we have to , go so far 
afield. . Our own representative 
democracy has stood for seven jjen- ; 
eratio-a* ggajii Hasn't yet io JMwtHA : ' 
j$$ Mati^s0d% partem, however 



grave his fears for 
future. 
Perhaps the surest test' of a real 
-democracy is the rigjht accorded to 
; {"¥t|t citizens ; to speaty'-^teir minds. 
We Americans chegij&j! this right. 
We recognize, as Thomas Jeffer- 
son recognized nearly two cen- 
turies ago, that a governmental 
system gains strength by permit- 
ting and encouragij^g all sorts of 
thoughts and notions, however wild 
or radical or unpopular, to be free- 
ly exchanged in the marketplace 
of ideas. * 

In this spirit we welcome Mr. 
MacLeod's opinions. We welcome 
them because they stimulate 
thought and debate, and because 
thought and debate serve to 
strengthen our nation and improve 
our system of government. We 
must recognize that ours is not a 
perfect system of government, and 
that until that unlikely level of 
purest perfection if attained, we 
would do well to listen to and 
weigh all the ideas that are thrown 
into the marketplace. 

Meanwhile, we might ponder the 
observation of Sit' Wins/on 
Churchill who once remarked J?hat 
"democracy is the worst f opm of - 
government — -excfpiJ'all th^%|b,- 
ers. 
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] There was a meeting of t.hp I 



EomSunist Party held at[ 



I T T hnc»a of-h^nrtlno' wpt»o aa fntlnwR*! 



b7C 



gave a report of the last D. C. meeting saying 



PHIL BART had been there and talked on the McCarron law giving 
the dates of when different aspects or rules of the law were to 
be put into effect. 

"PHIL BART had reported that the Gov't had attempted to get 
the officers of the Party to sign a paper giving an extension 
of time for when the gov't could try an income tax case against 
the party, PHIL BART had said this was one kind of attempt or 
manoover the Gov't had tried to get an official of the party 
to sign his or _[their]_ name or (names) 



lreported that BART had said BEN DAVIS had been re- 



fused permission to speak before a group of students at a N. 
Y. university. That about 1200 students had set up a meeting 
and gone to the C. P. headquarters to hear DAVIS speak. A 
recorder was used at this meeting^ 



fo( 



said 



| had repoted at the D. C, that all 

Clubs were not meeting on a regular basis. 



dJ Ian 



at the D. C. had called attention to this statement 

d the D. C. members had then assigned different 

individuals to see that the clubs did meet. 



reported thatf 



had remarked about the ultra 



right reactionary groups such as the John Birch Society & 
followers of c&£— JaIALKER. which were springing up with the 



observation b 



r 



that this wasn't all bad, but will 



help those people on the fence to make up their minds. 



be 

b'7C 



said 



had given him a programm of Com* 
<3n WnlCh Was an announcement of a meeting on 



munity unurch 

Weds Nov_ 27 *The Sobell Casejvith SYDNEY SOBELL & Dr. MAX 

KARTJMAN as apeakers_ 



[ 



lwas asked to report on Peace^ She said she 
ching to report on the Boston~~Com. for Bis. I 



be 



didn f t have anything to report on the Boston "Com. for Bis. & 
Peace as she hadn't heard anything from them lately^ She had 
received literature & been contacted by the Turn Toward Peace 
committee. She passed around a leaflet titled 'Turn Toward 
Peace 1 asking 'will you help initiate N. E, Turn Toward Peace?' 
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"also a card to be filled out by persons with personal data 
and space for type of volonteer work an individual could con- 
tribute,, 



was asked to report on the Forum at the universal- 
1st Church in Saugus sincq lwas absent. ~* 



paid he had talked to[ 



it* /3*l4~ 1 



roruir would be Dec. 7. $he speaker was al a Negro 

member of the N.A.A.C.P, He would speak on the Negro in the 
labor movement and chances for Negro advancement in industry. 



said we can give this man ideas of what he could speak 



about. That this man could speak out that at the G. E. 
apprentice school there has never been a negro admit ted_ 



pointed out that to get into this school its more than 
a matter of pull. One must pass a ridgid exam. It wasn*t 
entirely a question of who the G.E. wanted. 



said he understood that but if a person could pass a 
college extrance exam he could pass the test for the G, E. 
apprentice school. 



unurcn would handle the puoiicity ror tne 
it got into the Saugus & Lynn papers. 



of the Universal! st 
Forum and see that 



suggested that the minister should also contact other 
ministers in the area and perhaps they would make an announce- 
ment about it from their pulpits. 



thought we should be careful not to get so many people 
to tne Forum that it looked like we were padding it. 



"I didn't believe we could get so many people there that 
It would look like that anc| |agreed with him_ 



r 



E 



askeq |to report on the defense meeting for| | 



^nat he had attended the previous Sunday. 



be 

fo7C 



be 



=said there was a meeting called at Community Church because 
had been called before the H.U.A.C, !Ehere had been 



about thirty- two people attending, some being the! 



be 

hic 



J,ob 
b7C 
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reported thai! 



they had differences wit fl ( t hat any 
ences should be put aside zo nelp | 



Jhad spoken and said 



aitno 

differences should be put aside zo neip 
might be victims of the McCarron law 



idealogical 
land others who 



ly 



loth spoke. 

in the past 

had told him to go in & give the 



lrnftn w e nan seen in the past 






was a very different 
]said that his 

committee hell - 



but he didn't think this would be the right thing to do_ 



3ai(f 



had spent an entire evening with 



guessed she 1 a convinced him not to go without the 

advice of a lawyer and how to act before the sub-committee in 
Washington* 



be 

b'7C 



said 



had spoken and used his old line of 

attacking £e6£le & Che party. This hadn't set too well with 
people there ♦ 



"He said hrere put in charge of funds 

nhrmt 180.00 hnri hPPn nnT\ &rt&rt^ Most Of it COmmina . from 

I I f ri ends- His mother had brought in _ 25.00 from N. H. 
This had been the only money comming in from IJ. H # for a long 
time. 



"He sai<f 



was chairman 



said he thought something was started so far as a defense 
ttee being established^ He thought some of those attending 



tjununx 

& signing up for work were not party member s_ 



G 



3aic would get in touch with either himself 

on zne aax;e for the next def enfifi_m.ee ting which would 



be 

b'7C 



be on jnov. 29 or 30» If she coa-a-t-d 
know_ If she got in touch wit* 



££X__f ed on the meeting he 
on Fri 



itt 



& 



sne^ 



3eeting whi 
pe would_l 
ould let| 



ft 



Jkhow. 



had with 



said before 

"CTTCTsed US __The rcu*uy; 01 usxng 

wants is an easy living and hav 



i^j 



ha 
al 



out of any cd ftre6- 



t 



versy. He thought he helped La explain we wern't using! 

that[ ' " -"- ■*--■■■ — % 



~s -was 
things 



do to the fact 

done that she was in demand 



]tt 



as so capable in getting 
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La 



old how 
zarus an 



about the Einma 
zation & its officers 



I | had approached a Rabbi in Swamscott 
ana he had asked her about the organ!- 



said" 



_ fr iad told them she had been receiving anti- 
communist literature in the mail which told about what was 
happening to Jews in Russia_ 

said she had been receiving this mail for a long time_ 



"Both 



thought the F.B.I, sends out this literature^ 



said in helping |out she would help him financially 

as mucn as she could, ;sne nad certain reservations about it 
tho and any contribution she made to him would be though 
party channels. She didn't think mnnpy comming in for defense 

funds should be turned over to] group. That she was 

his group might use a committee to ex spouse 
rpha wwip agreed anyone pnniH m^p a personal 



af rai d 

their 6±a j.me 
contribution tc[ 



if they wished, but 



keep defense funas seperate . 



£ 



should 



also said she didn't want anynnfi 1n 



ynn^ tmi hflTHmg; her On 

w| Both had been 
doing so and she thought it was a pretty stupid thing to do. 



the phone from their home. She kne 



fob 

hie. 



see 



?<a1rfi>rl about the Fund drive. 



said he intends to 



"Our next meeting to be l 

to check up & finalise plans for the[ 



& try to get some money From him. 

]at[ 

or ti 



I principally 



] 



l 



I 



men-cionea nerein. 



T^mrf 



]and (WTO) 



'New England Turn 



Toward Peace", 1 Mercer Circle, Cambridge 38* Massachusetts, 
which had been received by him through the mail. This is 
being placed in the 1-A section of the Boston file on Turn 
Toward Peace. 

All necessary action has been taken with**respect to informa- 
tion furnished above. 
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Birch Society 
Labeled Not 
Conservative 

By a Stuff Writer of 
The Christian Science Monitor 

The John Birch Society is 
not reaUy "conservative" or 
"anti-Communist," said Gor- 
don D. Hall, an authority on 
extremist groups, in a lecture 
at Boston University Tuesday 

f. 



night. 

■ Such labels are "spurious 
vhen applied to right-win ; 
ixtremist groups such as th 
r ohn Birch Society, he de 
ilared. 

"What is conservative about 
a movement whose founder has 
set down for the record his 
contempt for parliamentary 
procedures and democratic 
processes?" asked Mr. Hall. 

"What conservative move- 
ment in our history has ever 
created fronts and auxiliary 
movements [and] harassed 
public speakers . . ,?" 

These techniques "have long 
been the stock in trade of 
-Communist, Fascist, and Nazi 
tyrannies," he said. "Th ?y 
ha*e been rejected by the ge 1- 
uiiie conservatives. 

'the genuine conservative 
is levoted to the nation's tra- 
ditions, with accompanying 
reverence and support for the 
Bill of Rights." 

He noted that the John 
Birch Society has been used 
to attack the Marshall Plan, 
the United Nations, Dag Ham- 
marskjold, the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization and the 
mainstream of American ProU 

< stant church movements. 

"Curiously enough," Mr 
l dded, "these are also tar. 

< f the Communists th 
i elves. . . ." 

He concluded that the 
swer- to extremists in the 
United Stales "rests in elevat* 
ing public opinion to the level 
where the vast majority of our 
citizens can separate fact from 
fiction, conservatives from ir- 
responsibles, and Communists 
from modern Republicans." i 

Tie talk was sponsored ay 
a coj-ord mating group of Bos- 
ton I University student r* 
ItgjJQJps organizations. ■ 
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jfiQcLeod Says U.Sr 
Is Now 'Mobocracy' 



Industrialist and member of 
'the John Birch Society, yester- 
day told the Providence Ex- 
change Club that the United 

States has become a "moboc- 
racy" and is headed for social- 
ism, then communism, if patri- 
otic men do not halt the trend. 

The- nation is threatened, he 
asserted, more by internal 
"duplicity, stupidity and trea- 
son" than by external danger, 
although that remains grave. 

In the course of his talk t 
Mr. MacLeod criticized former 
President Eisenhower, Presi- 
dent Kennedy, Time magazine, 
The Providence Journal and 
Dr. Barnaby C. Keeney, presi- 
dent of Brown University. 

Mr. MacLeod repeated a 
charge made by Robert H. W. 
Welch Jr., founder of the John 
Birch Society, that former 
President Eisenhower, although 
ijot a member of the Commu- 
nist Party, contributed greatly 
to its success. 

Asked after the luncheon 
meeting in Johnson's Hum- 
mocks by a reporter for some 
specific examples, Mr. Mac- 
Leod said that when com- 
mander of Allied forces in 
Europe, General Eisenhower 
"willfully" turned over to the 
Soviets 2,000,000 Russians in 
concentration camps in Ger- 
many. 

General Eisenhower did this, 
Mr. MacLeod declared, know- 
ing full well that the fate of 
many of them would be a harsh 
one. 

Mr. MacLeod said that Time 
magazine picked up its original 
version of the John Birch So- 
ciety's existence from a Com- 
munist paper printed in San-^ 
Francisco, the People's World. 
■ajaaaJBagazine dir* -' ,,fhi j yHI" 
: '***"* - l6ft&ft' ^fcdjfij^,0f wits 



own reporter who had been 
"entertained" at Belmont, 
Mass., and given detailed in- 
formation, the speaker asserted. 
(Belmont is the society's head- 
quarters). 

Dr. Keeney was assailed by 
Mr. MacLeod for being quoted 
as saying that the Birch So- 
ciety is secretive in its activities 
and given to slander of anyone 
with whom its ,members don't 
agree, 

Dr. Keeney could easily have 
determined that this is not so, 
Mr. MacLeod remarked, by 
reading the Blue Book and 
other literature readily made 
available by his organization. 
All of its attitudes and goals 
are open to scrutiny by anyone, 
he said. - 

Later, during a question-and- 
answer period, Mr. MacLeod 
was asked how many members 
the Birch Society has. 

"Nobody knows," Mr. Mac- 
Leod declared. "Bob Welch 
won't tell me and I'm a close 
friend of his." 

His questioner persisted, 
"Then it's a secret?" 

Mr. MacLeod ieplied, "Will 
you tell me how many members 
you have in the Masons or the 
Khights of Columbus?" 

At one time earlier, Mr. Mac- 
Leod said that the society's 
postage bill weekly at Belmont 
is $4,000. "That gives you an 
idea how big it's become," re- 
marked Mr. MacLeod. 

Another questioner asked Mr. 
MacLeod to name a few of the 
better known 600 Communist- 
front organizations he had said 
exist in this country. 

"If you are interested I'll 
send you a full list, " Mr. Ma c- 
Leod replied. Then ' ne ■armed, 
"I'll name one, the Committee 
Against Militarism." 
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Communist Party I 



fo7D 



J 'Those 



attending were : 

PftTT.-TMBT 



J(was there until 1 o'clock) 



"Befor e the meeting starte' 



]was talcing tomorrow (kona y 1 Af>f * *»-"™ °_ 



i 



wor-K ana going to New York to pick ui 



said that 



be 

b7C 
b7D 



said that 



had waited over 

one-nan nour ror others to arrive. He usually 



meets them at J 



n Sometimes he picks up 
land others at that spot. 



"Most of the day was spent on the ItfcCarran 
Law. There was a long report by PHIL EART on the 
law and discussion afterwards . 

"PHIL BAHT started off by giving the dates 
that various parts of the law become effective, such 
as the labelling requirement as to literature, on 
October 29 , 196*1. He also said that defense 
industries were required to post a sign that it was 
a defense industry, although he did not have any 
word that that had been done. He said that on 
November 19, 196*1, registration of the Party was 
required, that on November 29, 1961, officers of 
the Party would have to register, and that one 
month later, December 29, members of the Party 
would have to register. 

:, PHIL BART explained the definition of a 
Communist Party (CP) member. He said that under 
the law a member does not necessarily have to be a 
person who is paying dues to the CP, but a member 
can be anyone who helps the Party. He defined 
that further by saying that If a person rented a 
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hall to the Party he could be treated as a CP 
member, or that an outspoken liberal could possibly 
be called a communist under the Act. 

"He told how the mailing end of the law 
required things be marked 'Communist Action 
Organization, ' both on the literature and on the 
outside of the package — that is, if it is sent 
to more than one person. \ H said the only 

way to get around that would be to send a chain 
letter. BART laughed and said that was a good 
idea. 

"BART said the Civil Liberties Union of 
Massachusetts is producing material on the law 
to be distributed. BART defended the Farty 
by describing the CP as a defender for the 
Bill of Rights. He said they are not breaking 
the law, but are doing all they can to uphold 
the Constitution. 

"He told of BEN DAVIS being refused permission 
to speak at a New York college , and of how 1200 
students in the college had organized a meeting 
for the purpose of listening to a recorded talk by 
DAVIS. He said the recording had been obtained 
by students who went to see DAVIS at the Party 
office for the purpose of teving DAVIS record such 
a speech, and although the students would rather 
have had BEN DAVIS in person in order to have a 
discussion, they at least were able to hear him 
talk. 

n BART said there were three paid pickets in 
front of 'The Worker' office, with placards. He 
also mentioned that in the issue of the 'Nation 1 
two weeks ago there was an article 'The Warfare 
State,' which people should read. Ke did not 
know whether copies could be obtained or a 
reprint had. He additionally mentioned that 
December 15 was Bill of Rights Day, and that 
possibly there should be some kind of activity in 
the area on that day. He said that this is a fight 
for the legality of the Party and believes that the 
Party will win eventually, although a few people 
may suffer during the struggle. 

"On the mailing of literature, BART said that 
if the CP mailed the bible they would have to put on 



I 
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the wrapper 'Mailed by a Communist Action 
Organization, ! and that if the John Birch Society . 
mailed the 'Communist Manifesto* they would not 
have to put anything on it. He said there were 
many public officials, such as representatives and 
congressmen, who are for upholding the Mc Car ran 
Lav/, but, who, themselves, break laws in the 
South when it comes to the Negro people. He said 
that we must get away from ' calendar! tis, ' which, he 
explained, was the constant looking at effective 
dates of the McCarran Law, and, in the meantime, 
losing sight of work to be done. He said it is very 
necessary to work with others for the upholding of 
the Constitution and against the McCarran Act. 



;ave 



a copy of the 
issue of November, 196l, 
'jhe 



fo7C 



' Community Church News , 
which contained a calendar of events at 
Community Church, and on which she had marked two 
programs as being of special interest, one on 
Wednesday, November 8, a 'Special meeting - 
Auspices of the Social Action Committee, : entitled 
'Operation Abolition - UnAmerican Activities 
Committee,' speaker, MARSHALL KAPLAN, and the other, 
a Forum Supper, on Wednesday, November 29, 'The 
Sobell Case - A Miscarriage of American Justice, ' 
speakers - SYDNEY SOBELL and DR. MAX KARGMAN. The 
'Community Church News' identified the Officers and 
Board of Directors, 1961-1962, as follows: 



spoke and told of [ 



being as uie tfos-con Jewish People's Forum and at 
the Community Church, and also HERBERT APTHEKER. 



fob 
b7C 



"PHIL BART queried 
wondered if there could 



on this . 
;tle more 



He 



not be a ii 

cooperation so that the Jewish People's ?orum and 
the Community Church would not be having the same 
speaker at approximately the same time and thus 
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drawing away from each other. 
Interpreted BART's meaning an 



1 



mis- 



perturbed at this remar k, which he thought was a 
criticism of the Forum . I fr ad had a 
struggle wit fl | on the Forum, that the 
Mg sustair ifiiSO 
criticized | 

and this had caused some friction, and apparently 
BART's remark hit a sore spot. BART did not mean 
it that way and explained his remark somewhat. In 
the afternoon he again explained what he had meant. 



n tne Jewish People's Forum 

jfor wanting less Jewish speakers, 



spoke . She said that many of the clubs 
had nof, aeen nifie ting. She said the FBI had been 

]and this resulted in the calling 
The FBI had also seen other 



to see 

off of one meeting, 
people in the Boston area. 



I I spoke. He said the Dorchester 

group naa discussed meeting places and had come up 
with two houses of Party people in which t hey could 
hold meetings, one was SID's and the other " | 
They also obtained three other houses of non- 
party people to use as meeting places . 



said that there is much opposition 
to the left. He mentioned the John Birch Society, 
gmri fralleves others will gather around General 

| against the Party. He said there were many 
"oTTTeTg roups organised to work against the CP. 
He said, however, that this was not all bad, that 
it had a good aspect in that this opposition will 
give many people who are 'on the fence' an 
opportunity to think things out and decide which 
way they will want to go. 



told about 



1 



an Executive meeting at5enfl§fl Py i |he 

expected that the CP would pay him a fairly good 
salary to write news for 'The Worker. 1 She said 
that 'The Worker' would not do that but the New 
England District had told BILL they would give 
him $15.00 a week if he would write a story each 
week. This on a t rial bas is to see if it worked 
out. She said that 
the first week and 



lid not contribute anything 
WlfcJ UUxt week he contributed two 
articles which she said were practically taken from 
a daily newspaper. These were just announcements 

- 5 - 



be 

b7( 



be 

b'7C 



be 

b'7C 



b 6 
b7C 



BS 100-7908 



of speakers and i, 
she sat down wit 
She told him he s 



if general information so 
|to explain what was nto^Lari. 

ioula write a story on the various 




peace groups operating and what they were doing , 
but she has not seen him since. She said he is 
in desperate straits , and that his health is bad. 
He is only working a couple of days a week and 
gets a meal a day by going to the home of a Party 
member &n r.h night . Sometim es he ha a supp er at 

and sometimes atj ]hoiisa 



be 

b7i 



sne s aid someone also gave him an overcoat. | 
statec j |h ad tried to get something iron 

- J - ----- - Du t ft a 3 no t had anv luc k , She 

Tto see if 



Social security Dut had not had anv 
wondered if they should speak tq 



could look into the matter and see ix \^ K as 

entitled to anything through Social Security J" 



he 



^aid^they could look into it but he did not tmnic 
had put enough into it to get anything out 



01 xu. 



r 



"phtt. Bfliw asked[ 

I had gone to new lox-ic wi tn the l awyers ' 



Iff 



1 






aid she 



group to discuss the McCarran Lav;. _ 

had talked with him but did not kndW Wile 'Cher he 

had gone or not. 

"PHIL BART spoke again on the McCarran Law. 
His talk was mostly a repetition of what he had 
already said. He mentioned, however s of demon- 
strations and meetings in opposition to the Party in 
California by a reactionary group. He said this 
opposition was also prevalent throughout the 
country. 



.i: 



spoke. He said he thought we 
realized zne magnitude of the opposition to the 
CP but that as he sat there he tried tc analyze 
what had been accomplished during the meeting 
without much success . He said it seems we have 
just passed over the fact that certain groups are 
not meeting, and that certainly if we intend to 
fight b ack we h ave to do it in a coordinated 
fashion J I immediately took over and started 
to delegate people to contact groups and see if 
thev could get them to start mee ting. 5he as ked 

p .f he could go to l | to 

yyy n Jiy uuuiJ straighten out the si evasion in 
that area,, and whether he could also take care of 
I | He said he would take care of both. 



lb7C 



b6 

b'7C 

b7D 



— 6 - 



BS 100-7908 



was asked about the [ 



He 



saia no would rather go home and have a night's 
sleep than m«et with -Uaaaa r^™o^ that it was 



Just a waste of b^m^, 

try to set up a meetiAg w^ ^ a ^ 



IsaAri he would 



gave a list of the various clubs, awh 



as [ 

(3 xnemoers) : I 



I 



1 (15 members ) ; 



fc 



Jand 



r 



IT 



V - mentioned I 
1 — people under the influ ence of 
|and nothing was being done ; I j 
Hsaid that he would seef 



] 



'inri out what. wa..q hfilnt? dnnp th^-pfi • 



5 



T 



[ 



is to see^ 
She asked 



meeting as one group""o7TT7ISI 



dT 

ujr 



i 



and 



1 



if th 



P 



n l 

were 

He said 



'Yes, but we have some we are having trouble getting 
together, ' 



told about the recent Cuba 
meeting aS wTTTSTT DOTTLOTHROP and Mr. GIBSON spoke, 
and at which there were about twenty- five agitators, 
some of them Cubans. He said that the police were 
there on the outside and inside and undoubtedly 
knew these people and were there to handle them. 
He said during the question period they asked 
qv.es t ions and DONALD LOTHHOP made them so 
ridiculous they left. 

"PHIL BART said that over the past year there 
have been numerous people write in saying that 
they would like to be members of the CP/and that 
some have also approached Party leaders, for the 
same purpose. He said, 'We know that they are 
all phonies . ' 



that 



said the same thing had happened here, 
been approached by people he had never 



ne ;iaa 
seen before and knew they were phonies. 



"PHIL BART said that 
back soon. He has been to Russia ana 



would be 

he hoped that 



possibly one of the Forum groups could use him in 
the area. I | said she would have to find out if 
there were any open dates in the Jewish People's 
Forum or if he could be put on after the new year 
starts. 
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"ptttt. -RApm made a critical statement in regard 
tc | I when he said that the on lv thing the 



people in the area have heard fro g | were such 
messa ges as, 'Having a good time.' Tc seems to me, ' 
I I said, 'that he would he interested in what is 
going on politically.* 

"The next meeting off 
will be held on | 



be 

b7( 



1 



I 



t 



ksked 



when the 
next "kee yxine or i^nfl 1 wuuxu pe held. He 

told her I I She said she would try to 

make it, and would send him a card before that date 
telling him whether she would be down cr not. 



said he could not make it because he 



works on Tuesday and Thursday nights and working 
sixty hours a week. His employer cannct hire more 
help because he does not have machinery and those 
who work there have to take the brunt cf it. 



"Mention was made < 
letter he had sent to[ 



a critifiai 



""55: 



a 

write 

attributed to 

said he had JaWrgn 

had also met 

his intention 01 tending him t he letter . 

present had heard anything froir 



the letters 

out . He 
a aid he 



showed 
he 



aiatementoT 

that have been sent 
"nothing from him. He sa 
on the street and tcld[ 



No one 



]of 



''During the meet ing there was mention made 
that | | car was in bad condition and 

that Decause ne was unable to get a ride fr om anyone 
he was unable to attend the meeting ] I said his 
car was also gettin g pretty shaky and that the rods 
were getting noisy. \ "fe aid he has had 

three cars in four monwis ana -cne one he has now 
is almost as old as he is. 



]said tJ 
you ana 



___^ 'Before the 

last meeting j. saw you ana nosinea you there was 
going to be a meeting, as I did others, but when 
it came-juejaling night there were only three people 
there. r I said that the way he worked - 

■ if. ri-fri m^ir^ it hard to attend a 

!had a good excuse too, 
ust seems to be the way 
the meetings are going lately. They are set up and 
people notified and then they do not show up. 



sixteerTaniffia 
an 



ie meetlm 
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said that 



not too good on community woFK BUT IS a good 
organizer for the club. 



is 



"PHIL BART said that this is a period in which 
the Party leaders are not committing themselves to 
newspapers or W men as to what office they hold. 



said that he was interested in what he 
meanE dJT that because WBZ had called him where 
he works and wanted him to go on and give a 
statement on the Supreme Court decision. He said 
that he told them that he would not be able to take 
time off from work, but if they called him at 
5:30 at home after work he would talk to them. He 
said they called him and he did go on for about 
five minutes . He said as far as he was concerned, 
he did not see whv he should not s ay he is the 
| I He said before 

a juage ne wouia not;, out to a newspaper man or on 

TV hP> p.nn*M nnV, rap why hft shnnl.i nnt Say he Was 

the I L PHIL BART 

said they were not doing that at the present time, 
that it was better to say that you are speaking 'for 
the Communist Party.' 

"PHIL BART said that the Government would like 
to get someone into the Party and have \:hem hear from 
a Party leader that the Party leaders have records 
of tiwea paid and lists of membership. 



"PHIL BART told 
dues once a week or 



that instead of taking 
■unuy A month, that che could 
take them every six months. He said she could 
forget dues not paid up and then bring uhem up to 
date at that time. 



r 



Igairt fcjnafr •H'hoTf ha^ro 



again talked to 
is going to talk 



further on being a member of a defense committee. 
She did not elaborate, just mentioned it. 



"PHIL BART said that 



the lawyer, has 



spent considerable time eacn dajf r'eadinc the 
McCarran Law and continually finds new angles in the 
law. He said the Government uses trickery and gave 
as an example the income tax case pending in which 
the Government is still holding $15,000 of CP fund3. 



be 
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Now in order to extend the time when that case 
would come to trial the Government has asked 
Party leaders if they would sign a paper extending 
the time limit ♦ BART then asked, 'How can we sign 
our names on a paper like that without subjecting 
ourselves to the McCarran Law? ' He said that he 
believed there would be two or three Party leaders 
arrested under this law as a test case and it would 
probably take several years in the courts, He said 
questions have been raised throughout the country 
as to what should be done in the matter of one's 
own finances and personal property, and that 'our' 
answer has been to hold such property Jointly. He 
said his car is in his wife's name and by the time 
they get around to that the car will be ready for 
the junkyard. 



meeting withT 
position as Q 

I k aii 



^alrl thatl 



[rould be 

] in view of his 



would have to find a job so it 



might take some time before he got into action. 
by 



aske 



I 



if he was called on 



the FBI and he saict 'some time ago . ' 



Jbrought this up. He wondered if a 

defense meeting should be held in Boston. There was 
quite a bit of ^'Rr.i].qRinn a.s ^whether that was 

>rought up the fact 
; the Hoiel Bradford 



feasible or not. 

that there had been a meeting a 

where seventy-five invitations were sent out and 

only twenty-five, including fch^ sjaaajcer, ARNOLD 



ieag < 
forf" 



JOHNSON, were present. 
his knowledg e, there wdtfe I1VS people 
I I and this d id not leave a very good 



said that to 

from the 



showing for I "] area. It was decided not 
to hold sue A a meeting at this time, that it would 
be better to have further discussion on defense 
in the clubs . 



"In regard to Youth, 
do you have to report on 



asked, 'What 
in defense? [ 



PHIL BART said they were not taking then into the 
Party but are instead, guiding them so that when the 
Party has its legality established, it can increase 

its membership overnight. 
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"PHIL BART left around 5 o'clock to go back 
to New York. 



to.?! y p-pv «1Mr ari tl 



£L_n£iLatteBd_Jiie mee 
could 



p.rmlrl nnh at; tea 

1 thatf 

v±u saia. 'It w 



*ia$! yp 

iting.r 

t not h 



and asked[ 

have dinner? r [ 



na ijw 1 

feold| | 

hecks uie Aotin£ and 
ill 'orobablv b e all day, won't it?' 
I 'What time will we 
] answered that he knew what 



time thoy would have dinner. It was obvious that 

he did not want to attend." 

COpieS CjL fcfcJ-5 •nomr.^nrlnm hfltro hppn r)<ac;i crnai'.t^ri Tnr> TtAflf .nn 

files o j I 

inasmuch as it apna ars th ese ind ividuals are possi bly 
i dpnt.i flfr i with ! K lJflJ), ! J (IiNU) and | \ < 



I£ADS 



](32ra) 



menr 



cloned ir 



or 



in informant's report . 



Will reonen case on the sister of 



] 



in the S ecurity prides 
by | T with the I 



]and consider recommsnaation ror inclusion 

in view of her i dentification herein 

i 



Will open case for purpose of identifying 



mentioned herein in collection with the [ 



(LNU^ 



obtain] 



W ill thro ugh established sources at I l attempt to 

J comments at time of interview by that station. 
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'" His questioner remarked, 
"Coiid you mention any tlat 
are ' rell known?" Mr. MacLeod 
Ireplbd, "I don't think I pan 
namS one right off that you 
might recognize." 

Asked what the attitude of 
the Department of Defense is 
toward the Birch Society, Mr. 
MacLeod answered: "I'd say 
they don't like us." 

Mr. MacLeod said that the 
United States was meant by 
its founders to be a republic 
and not a democracy. He made 
this distinction: 
^ ft i.i public he said, "is a gov- 
ernment which operates under 




Norman 0. MacLeod speaks to Exchange Club. , 
right is Herbert B. Carlcin, wh* introduced jhe speak 

law." A democracy, Mr. Mac- 
Leod added, "is a government 
which operates under the dic- 
tates of men," 

Today, the speaker declared, 
"we are governed by commit- 
tees, commissions, Cabinet offi- 
cers, and not by law. Democ- 
racy eventually becomes a 
mobocracy, mob rule, and 'from" 
"■jiere goes ■ to socialis m, : Jjjen 



communism," 



F 
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lweh Founder 
ills How, Why 

/ . i 

By STANLEY EAMES "/ 

(Copyright, 1961, by The Boston Herald) 

# The United States can kill international Com- 
munism — without a war — just by starving it to death, 

# The rift between Russia and China is only a 
Jommunist lie, and the Kremlin bosses can pick u ) 

telephone and fire Mao Tse-Tung without noti«. 

9 The Cuban invasion was a plot by Fidel Castro 
ahd his friends in the U, S. government to solidify his 
position throughout Latin America. 

# And of all the people in the United States, 
Massachusetts residents are "the most provincially 
ignorant." New England as a region comes second. 

These, and other equally controversial convic- 
tions, were voiced to The Herald this week by Robert 
H. W. Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, in 
an interview in his Belmont offices, 

Welch, who catapulted to an uneasy and enu 
fcattle| sort of- fame when he declared former -J^res?- 
dent faseHhiwer "a dedictrled aglfe* of the feoJh- j 
|iu|iill,copspiracy/\ has mellowed not at all. 
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(Continued from First Page) 

g 

The balding, intense causist, giving his views n 

maehinegun staccato, also declared: 

The John Birch Society — of which he claims 
rip. be no longer the sole boss — is growing tre- 
mendously in strength, less rapidly in numbers, and 
can inspire a quarter-million letters on a hot topic. 

It has Communist and left-wing members, 
"and we would be naive not to think so." 

The average member, if there is such a thing, 
is a man in his 30' s, or possibly his wife, and isn't 
rich or reactionary. 

$ His organization has no racial or religious 
bias, although he has attacked the idea of Com- 
munism within the clergy, and the few persons who 
have been drummed out of the Society have been 
dropped for bigotry. 

Highlights of Interview 

A little thinner, looking a trifle worn but 
earnest an exponent as ever of his unusual views, the 
farmer candy manufacturer who has been assailed 
t s "a little Hitler" and "a slick demagogue," to name 
t ie more printable allegations, spoke frankly and at 
length in a question-and-answer interview. 

These are its highlights: 

Q.— What's happening to your organization these days? 

A. — It has grown a great deal in the past year. Attacks in its 
early days perhaps spurred it on. As it continued and the attacks 
became more intensive and extensive— and came from higher 
places— our growth has slowed down in some areas and to some 
extent. White the Society is larger and stronger than a year ago, 
it hasn't increased in numbers over the past three or four months 
as it did in the preceding months. 

Q.— Could you he arriving at a natural plateau of member- 
ship? 

A.— Originally, we set our goal for one million. We learned 
■ in the first year, because of the solidity with which we build, the 
dedication and courage of our members, that our strength in pro- 
portion to growth— our strength per thousand— would be surpris- 
ing. The impact of patriotic, conscientious Americans is great, 
when they work together and have standing. 

Audited Seven Ways to Sunday 

Q.— T>o you provide a public audit of finances? ' \ 

A.— We have outside accountants audit us seven V?dy&\p 

Sunday, more thoroughly than any business would want, Copi^ 

, goko every member ; of our Executive Council. Our only ^secrete 



jniuntsts and left-wing members. We'd be naive not to think "soT 

Q.—Do you pat your own money into the Society? 

A.— I don't have the money to pat into it, but Tve ne}er, 
tawn a cent of salary. 

Q,— Is the Society eelf-supporting? 

; A.— I don't know.<p»ite what you mean by that. Our payfonV 
i for the two operations— the Society and the magazine, "American 
j Opinion"— is $12,000 a week. 

< "American Opinion,'* by the way, had 4000 paid circulation 
J 18 months ago and it is close to 20,000 now. We have dues, cOn- 
tributions, life memberships and so on to sustain us. There are 
( 41 people in our home office, 35 fully paid coordinators, 65 to 70 
1 volunteer co-ordinators. It costs us $1500 just to equip a co- 
, ordinator. Remember, we're not tax-exempt. These days, no 
| really anti-Socialist group could get tax-deductible status. 

j Q — How many letters can you inspire in a given time? 

j A.— When Sen. Strom Thurmond wanted a Senate investiga- 
tion of Gen. Walker'* removal and the Fulbright memorandum, 
j we and other patriotic groups— moving quickly— got out letters (in 
! our case, to Birch chapter leaders) and in a day or two Washing- 
; ton had 20,000 letters. Following up, it grew to 150,000. We think 
j we were responsible for the preponderance. 



& 



250,000 Letters in 10 Days 

; {bast Saturday our Council voted to protest U.S. action; 
Katanga. Our people working with other anti-Communist groups 
(because we fight Communists and nobody else), will have, F 
think, a quarter-million letters in Washington within the next' 10 
days. 

Q.— How powerful are you, politically? Can you elect or de- 
feat candidates? 

A.— The Society fas not take, any direct part in politics. Our 
purpose is educational. We have an indirect influence. We never 
favored or opposed a candidate, 

Q— What's the n*it important achievement of the year? 

A— "One Dozen Candles"— a series of pamphlets, reprints of 
; books doing the best Job in our area ot effort. We brought them 
■ out in October. Any number of members have bought 100 sets 
; ($10 the copy) and one member and her friends are out to use 
j 1000. They're now between 700 and 800. 

(Note:— Authors represented ore John T. Flynn, James Burn- 
i ham, the late Sen. Joseph McCarthy, j. B. Matthews, Moj.-Gen 
\ Charhs Willoughby and ike like.) "* 



Membership Mostly Young 



f Q,— Can you givi us a composite picture of your average 
( member? Are they, tor instance, mostly rich? ■ ^ 

j A.-We have a lot of |jch members, maybe a few more women 
i than men, and a grmifflrnber of married couples. I 
ishipjis preponderan^Munif,: half of them probably 



t and Bhey haven't 

' *choW. students 

&mnj 



heir pile yet. " A lot of cofigge- and 



* 




their eyes. 

Q.— There's been a lot of talk that this is a group basically 
anU-Senritic and racially bigoted. 

A.-fl'm as anti-Semitic as some of the Jewish writers we pub- 
lish, llhave as many Jewish friends as any Gentile alivte. The 
few pefple w ho have been drqpped from the John Birch Society 
have been dropped because they're racial or religious bigots. We're 
dropping a rabid anti-Catholic right now. 

Q.— The Society has been described as a one-man show. What 
happens if you drop dead today? 

A.— We're broken down into divisions of responsibility. Our 
Council is powerful; it meets regularly. A five-man executive 
committee meets with me every month. I've been disagreed with 
and have giv<en in. 

Q.— Who's the No. 2 man? 

A.— There isn't any; 

Q.— Has your approach become more moderate lately? 

A.— No. It was always more moderate than the public was 
led to believe. We've been made to look rabid, partly by an ir- 
responsible press. 

isthnon medy Avoided 

JQ.— Instead of working through fronts on vital Issues, 
dol't you come out as the Society? 

A.— A front is an ad hoc committee, a gathering place for 



o?h<£ t^v agreC m T *""* "* d0Q,t ™** to agree on ' 

STaSkta? wrons Wlth 0ommmist fronts is ** mm i 

!»., ?7 m ^ JV m mk ° f ** KeMedy >«n»^istration? (Wefch ' 
onc% described President Kennedy as an amoral man who cold 
do a lot for Communism.) 

i * 5lJ d ra - ther Qot g0 mto [t ^rtainly I'm not happy with a ' 

Q.-What about your drive to Impeach Chief Justice Earl 

rren. 9 

^i'~- M ? Sh - ev ^ ryb0dy wh0 . criti «sed us could read "R&ubfcs/ 



^gWajp gtest agal feW js^febjfe 




"stop it in the only way we knoW. TBS Supreme Court has punched 
holes in the Constitution 20 ways since Warren took the robe. 
It's horrible to contemplate our republic turning into a democfccy> 

all Governments More to Left 

J Q.— If Judges tan be impeached for unpopular* 
where's the independence of the Judiciary? 

A.— We feel you're- not stopped from- criticizing by respec| 
for the bench because otherwise your bad administrations are pro- 
tected. 

Q.— Are you sun what you consider to be the swift drive to. 
socialism isn't a natural part of an irreversible trend? 

A.— No, it isn't Our governments have accelerated any sucji 
trend by 300 years or more. All governments move to tee left 
but we've been pushed by conspiratorial hands long before any 
such thing is due by historical determination. 

Q— Do you have any hope for the United Nations? 

4 A.— I never did. It was designed as the Fifth Communist In- 
ternationale, and that's what it is. 

Q.— In the differences between Russia and China, do you see 
any possibility that me day we may be allied with Russia against 
China? 

A.— The idea of any rift between Russia and China, present or J 
potential, is due to a complete misunderstanding of Commu^ism^ -.*, 
and efforts by Communists to promote it. Nothing coulcflbe* 
sillier. The top men in the Kremlin could pick up a phone* 
time they want to and fire anybody in Red China. This 
shim, like that Tito "break." mm 

Society Weakest in New England 

Q.— Where are you strongest and weakest? 

A.— Strongest in Texas and California, weakest in New Eng- 
. land, because the stalled upper crust of New England, especially ■■, 
in Massachusetts—socially, economically and so on— is the most f 
provincially ignorant of what happens of any group in the United 

States. 

Q.— A little more on that? 

A.— Here you're working against a terrific bias or slant er 
, lack of basic information. For that reason we've never wpjk$&' 
very hard in New Jngjland. 



a preventive 



Q.— Can you see any circumstances in which 
war against Russia « China might be justified? 

A.— All we hava to do to stop the Communists from taking 
over the world—and have it disappear, and have freedom re- 
vised—is to stop helping them. If our government would stoR-the 
Communist advance would be stopped in six months. ~ In an- 
other six months, He Communist movement would blow up. 

Look at Cuba **d|] Katanga. All we did in Cuba was -help 
Castro. In. Indonesjfc j-sjpe, flew guns and ammunition to (the Com- 
|uba" invasion was planned by . Castrfr .ass- 
ent to make Castro^strcjiger thrcifugh- 
■educe U. : '&■- prestige, -and; to r ex 
atriotic Cubans, for the purpose 
£ bu|ted Jn, and we messed 



munist Sukarno. 
his -friends in our \ 
itin America^ 
■ely thousand^ 

future resistaij 




derjgyS 
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A.— We believe the Protestant clergy has about 3 per cent of j 
"Cotn-symps." Infiltration of the Catholics is harder and takes f 
longer— no more than Vz of 1 per cent at the most. GerArnen 
doft become Communists. Communists become clergymen. 

kw Government of Communists 

Qv— Should we go it alone, or do you favor certain alliances? 

A.— First let's get a government free of Communists and left- j 
wing influences, which we haven't had for 15 years, and let it 
form its own alliances. When they're formed as a result of left- 
wing governmental planning it's silly to support them. 

Q.— Then yon can see the idea of foreign aid? 

A.— I could see foreign aid to certain people under certain 
circumstances. Of course, foreign aid is better without the in-^ 
volvement of too much money or too many people. ' 

Q.— Once you expressed the idea that the benevolence of 
businessmen would accomplish more for the welfare of the work-., 
ing man than all the government legislation possible. How do ' 
you feel now? - ' 

A.— You've got that wrong. It*s self-interest, not benevolence, I 
Benevolence is untrustworthy oveV the long haul. When Ford 
raised wages in 1912, if that trend had gone unchecked without' 
government interference our biggest problem today would be to 
get enough labor. You could build a case that by today we.would 
hatfe had an unbelievably good pension system. j 

Q.— How's your golf game lately? ! 

JA..— I only got out three or four times this summer, Sut I 
shoot in the 90's, no matter what. 
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meeti ng of the Communist Party of 
at theT 



[ 



"Attending were I 



attended a section 
the North Shore held 

3 



gave a report of the last D.C. meeting. 



told how Phil Bart talked on the McCarran 
'laW and £ave the dates when the various aspects of the 
law come into effect. 



told how the Government according to Phil 
JcJart had asked the officers of the Communist Party to 
sign a paper extending the time when the Governments 
income tax case against the Party. 



said that Phil Bart said that this was a way 

the Government thought they could get the officers of 
the Party to sign their names as officers of the 
Party. 



said that Bart said that they could not 



sign sucn a paper, 



ltold how Bart reported that Ben Ikvis was 



refused permission to speak at a New York University 
and how 1200 students had set up a meeting and had gone 
to the Party headquarters and had Ben Davis speak before 
a recorder which was used at this meeting. 



be 



b7D 



be 

b7C 



told ho w| had reported that, mmf nf 

the cluDs were not; meeting regularly and how h< 
had told those attending th e D.C. that th ev hac 



over an important comment bjT 
that the clubs were not me e Ling. 



BKippecr 
lwhen she said 



said that the D.C. then assigned various 



inemoers to see that the clubs did meet. 
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told ho vi 



Ito 



Id of the reactionary 



groups which are springing up such as the John Birch 
Society and the followers of Gen. Walker, 



"He said that j ~| sald that this fact is not all bad 
but will help many people who are 'on the fence' to 



make up their minds. 



said tha 

or "cne uommu ni t y 



$ 



| had given him a circular 
nurcn wm.cn announced a coming meeting 
on Wednesday, Nov. 29 at Community Churchy 'The Sobell 
Case - A Miscarriage of American Justice 1 with the 
speakers being Sydney Sobell and Dr. Max Kargman. 



asked 



to give a report on Peace. 



said she had not heard of anything new in the 



Boston Committee for Disarmament and Peace. 



J said that she had been contacted by the Turn 
Toward Peace Committee and they had sent her some of 
their literature which she passed around for those 
attending to look at. 

"One piece of literature was a leaflet entitled 'Turn 
Toward Peace' with a heading, 'Will You Help Initiate 
New England Turn Toward Peace?' 

"The other was a card to be filled in and sent back with 
name,, address, phone number filled in and a place 
checked if the person can volunteer time cr contribute 
money. 

"Both pieces of literature have the address 1 Mercer 
Circle, Cambridge 38, Mass. on them. Tel. 3 4-5893. 
Charlie asked Vic to report on the Forum at the Uhiversalist 
Church in Saugus. 



be 

b'7C 



lb 6 

b7C 



said that he had seen 



and the date for 



the first Forum has been set ror Thursday, Dec. 7 at 
the church. 



fob 
hie 



s-a-ujl the speaker -will be a man by the name of 
of the NAACP, who will speak on the negro 



in the labor movement , and the negro's chances in 
industry. 






- 3 - 



BS 100-18969 



[ 



said that we would be able to give this man ideas 
on wnat he would speak about and that this man would point 
out that at the General Electric Apprentice School there 
has never been a negro admitted to the school. 



said that to enter this school a person has to 
pass a rigid test and that it is not just a question of 
who the General Electric desires. 



|said he understands this but if a person could 

pass a college entrance exam they could pass the 



entrance exam for the Apprentice School. 



said that l l and the Minister would see that notice 
or me Forum gets into the Lynn and Saugus papers. 



said we should be careful not to get too 

many ■ people that we invite to the Forum to make it 
look as if we are 'padding' the Forum. 



said that he does not believe we can get too 



many people there that it will look that v;ay. 

replied that she thinizs Charlie is right. 



Jasked] |if he would give a report on|_ 

meeting on the previous Sunday evening. 



said that there were about th 31 r ty ■ £mq a e ™ i a 



present. He mentioned such people as 



1 



ana some Armenians as oeing pretem,. 



said that 



lanoke and said that although 



they have differed witn | [ they felt that all should 
put ideological differences aside and help others who are 
victims of the McCarran lav/. 



said that 



past| 



was very dif ferent than th e 
aid that! ^ 



i\ | we 

lriad said that 



spoke and 
had 



v\ fha 



be 
b7t 



tob 
b7C 



bo 
b7C 



ahxm to 'give the Sub-Committee hell 1 but he 
did not feel that this would be the right thing 



be 



Toao 
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aid that had sat down an evening with 

and she evident ±y Had convinced him of how to 



act before the Sub -Commit tee in Washington. 



p aid tha t, . 
charge of funas ana[ 



of this committee. 



, , | wou Id be in 

Jwouia oe the chairman 



I | said that he thought something had been established 
now as far as a defense committee was concerned and 
he thought that it was something that some of those 
attending and signing up as volunteers for work were 
not members of the Party. 



d*3 



kaid thai 

know on tne date 



would let either himself 
or a defense meeting which 



would either be Nov. 29 or 30th. 



'eported on the m eeting off 
and himself with 



^Siid that before 

had annus fid us "of 'USing'] 



Larrived 



apparent lj 






said that 



as t he fe eling he just wants to have a 



easy living ana haveH"~~Tkeep out of any controversy. 



cold of hott| had approached a Rabbi 



in Swamps cott and how the Rabbi had asked her what the 
purpose of the Emma Lazarus organization was and who the 
officers were. 



h h 



be 

b7C 



said thaH pad been receiving ant i- Communist 



literature which depicts things that are happening 
to Jews in Russia. 



said she has been receiving this literature 
ror a long time. 



(both said they believe that the F.B.I. 

senas tms literature out. 



that she 



said in regard to helping 
would help him financially as much as she could but 
felt that she should contribute through the Party. 
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also said that she does not want anyone in | | 
calling her from their homes. She said she did noT 
think this to he a smart thing to do. 



askec 
intends to see 
from him. 



about the Fund Drive and 



3aid he 



[ 



| said that at 

about $146 was coTTecTecTT 



alone and try to get some money 
Jneeting on Sunday evening 



be 



"We set the date of f h Q wqy+ maa'Hwrr f^J 
I "| to be held at 



be 

b'JC 
b7D 



"At this meeting we asked to finalize plans for the 
Forum to be held at the Universalist Church in Saugus 
on Dec. 7th. " 

All necessary action has been taken with respect to information 
furnished above. 
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Organizing Feb. 2 



tifc DONALD JANSON 

(Mew York Times Newt Service) 
■' TULSA, Okla.— Fornfetion of 
a nationwide leaguwof right- 
1 wing organizations /ill be an- 
nounced Feb. 2, ti e Rev. Dr. 
Btily James Hargia said Sunday. 
The purpose of the affiliation, 
She said, is to increase the ef- 
fectiveness of the groups' fight 
i against communism. 

;aders of the organizations 

Lhe represented in the new 
litieai "fraternity," he said, 
meet regularly in Washing- 
ton with conservative congress- 



The chairman of the first 
meeting, he added, will be tne 
congressman who suggested me 
affiliation. He said he was not 
at liberty to name the congress- 
1 man. 

Dr. Hargis, a Tulsa evangelist ; 
is director of the Christian s Cru- . 
sade, described in the group's 
literature as the nation's largest 
, anti-Communist organization, 

y ^e ^ulsa-based crusade will 
^Jpf^T'a "national anti-Com- 
■^'Ki!& leadership school" here 

n. 29-Feb. 2. Leaders of many 
'"'"the ultra conservative groups 

> the country, including the 
Tjohn Birch Society and the Na- 
tional Indignation Convention, ! 
have enrolled, Hargis said in an ( 
interview. ' 

As an example of how effec- t 
■ tiyely conservative groups could ' 
^ work together, he cited a recent ! 
ffort by his organization and , 
fe Birch Society to demon- : 
irate ".popular demand" for an 
Westigation into chargeslthat 
T ^njal^i ha d "muz^ ed" \ 



military officials who sought to 
speak out against Communism, , 

At the request of Sen. Thur- 
mond, (D-S.C), he said, the two 
organizations asked their follow- , 
ers to express their support for 
hearings. He said their appeals 
resulted in 147,000 telegrams and 
letters in three days. The result, 
he said, is the special Senate 
sub-committee hearings sched- ■ 
uled to begin next week. * 

The Birch Society and its 
leader, Robert Welch, are not J 
extremist, Hargis said, But .he 
added he disagreed with Welch's 
characterization of former Presi- 
dent Eisenhower as "a dedicated, 
conscious ageivt of the Com- 
munist conspira cy. t 
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Wesley Library Contest 

MINISTER TO OPPOSE 
JOHN BIRCH DIRECTOR 




,A Unitarian minister will oppose J^wrenre 

yr, national director of the John Birch Society, 

unpaid post of Library Board trustee in 

■Wellesley. 



The Rev. William 3rooks Rice of 
the Unitarian Church of Wellesley 
Hills was in effect drafted as a 
candidate by a petition containing 
here than 200 names. The peti- 
ion is still circulating. 

Bunker, a retired colonel and 
one-time aide to General Mac 



Arthur, is presently a library trui ■ 
tee. He wii be up for reelection 1 1 

March. 

Mr. Rice made it clear that the 
sole reason for his opposition to 
[Bunker was that of the John Birch 
Society. 



"More than 200 people who don't 
Jjjtirink as (he John Birch Society 
thinks have asked me to run/' he 
said. "They believe the voters 
should have an alternative and 
the opportunity to oppose John 
Birch principles." 

Joth Col. Bunker and Mr. Ri<4, 
10 is a former libary trusted , 
are instrumental in getting tl ; 
ntw Wellesley library built. 
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The John Birch Society 



On Monday night, October 9th, approximately 1600 
people gathered in the main ballroom of the gracious 
Garden City Hotel on Long Island, New York, to hear 
Robert H. W. Welch, the Founder of the John Birch 
Society, deliver a prepared one hour and 40 minute 
speech. 

At least 25% of the room was filled with college-age 
men and women, and with upper middle-class couples in 
their early 30's. Most of the others were people who, 
Nfrom their meticulous dress, their social presence, had 
('arrived," economically speaking. Those who came with- 
out advance reservations had to wait to buy a ticket of 
admission— in a line four deep, almost a block long— for 
irbre than an hour before the meeting began. The audi- 
eiifce was in no sense an assemblage of unemployed mal- 
contents or crackpots. 

During the course of his address, Welch turned the 
world inside out and upside down. He "proved" (at least 
to the satisfaction of many in the hall) that Communism 
is an evil imposed upon the masses across the world by 
the millionaire class; a method of enslaving the poor 
people who inhabit the earth. (It was difficult to believe 
that his listeners, dressed expensively, sporting jewelry, 
using '61 and '62 automobiles, could swallow the story.) 

He explained his so-called "principle of reversal," by 
example. The legal decision, he said, handed down that 
very day by the U.S. Supreme Court, requiring the Com- 
munist Party to register against its will— that decision is 
no evidence the Court understands the evil of Commun- 
ism; on the contrary, it is proof that the Supreme Court 
secretly approves Communism. (The Principal of Re- 
versal: if a man admits he is a Communist— of course he 
is. If he denies it, he is only hiding the fact.) 

The Birch leader's villains that night were the Re- 
publicans, the Democrats, Earl Warren, urban renewal, 
the United Nations, and Franklin D. Roosevelt. His hero 
was the late Senator Joe McCarthy. 

Not a word of anti-Semitism passed Welch's lips; cer- 
tainly none that observers could detect. He even avoided 
the kind of innuendo which the audience could interpret 
as a covert expression of an ti- Jewish hostility. It is a fair 
conclusion that Robert Welch, himself not an anti-Sem- 
ite, knows full well anti-Semitism can be a kiss of death. 

The same, however, cannot be said for a large number 
of people in his Garden City audience that night. There 
was a question-and-answer period during which Welch 
had no control either over questions posed out lou 
the reaction of the listeners to the questions. When 

^junformat/on commzo 
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person rose to his feet demanding to know "Who pro- 
moted Peress?"— this was a signal for knowing oohs and 
aahs across the roam, and a sudden burst of approving 
applause. 

During the course of his presentation, the Birch Foun- 
der had talked about the infiltration of Communist 
agents into the Protestant clergy, mentioning, in passing, 
that there was some of it too, in the Roman Catholic 
priesthood. This provoked, during the question-and- 
answer period, a q tery from a lady who wanted to know 
what the situation "vas among rabbis. Again, even before 
he could answer, the room reacted to the question with 
a quick, enthusiastic round of applause— applause which 
could only be intt rpreted as the audience's inarticulate 
way of saying, "Ah, now we are putting our finger on the 
real problem." 

Apparently, ever Welch detected it, and after saying 
vaguely that he suoposed there was some infiltration in 
the rabbinate, he sdded that there probably was also in- 
filtration in the Mr>slem priesthood. This last comment 
was deliberately misinterpreted by his listeners. They 
reacted as if he w^re being humorously sly. They pre- 
tended that his ai swer was meant to convey to them: 
"Yes, the Jews are :he core of the problem, but if we say 
it that bluntly, we will be charged with anti-Semitism. 
So let's blame all religions and with equal absurdity in- 
clude the Moslems. ' 

What is the Jo in Birch Society, who is its leader, 
Robert Welch, anc where do they fit into the American 
political scheme in :his winter of 1961? 
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Structure and Organisation 

/en - 32-irff 

FoundpcTby Rob:rt Welch in December 1958, the John 
Birch/Society is a monolithic, centrally-directed organi- 
zation with Founder Welch as its moving force. 

Lt the start of l*i61, it claimed to have chapters in 34 
s/ates and the Dit:rict of Columbia. Independent re- 
search indicates this claim is probably substantially ac- 
curate, and that in my event, the John Birch Society has 
chapters in at least 27 states and the District of Columbia. 

By far the greate ,,t number of chapters are operating in 
the State of Texas. A rough count shows approximately 
150 chapters there. California, Michigan, and Massa- 
chusetts appear to have 20-35 chapters each. Arkansas, 
Florida, Illinois, North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon and Wis- 
dJUslll Juvy lUUglllyj 10-20 chapters each. Georgia, Mis- 
rT/enness ;e have about eight or nine chapters 
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each. Kansas has a reported six chapters, Virginia has 
about five, and the rest of the states where chapters exist 
probably have less than five. Two major centers of 
strength are Greater Houston and Greater Los Angeles. 

So far as can be ascertained, neither Welch nor his 
aides in the John Birch Society have ever made public 
the number of chapters they claim to have nationwide. 
Independent research indicates that the number of chap- 
ters may well be in the neighborhood of 500. 

According to Welch and official John Birch Society 
publications, chapters are composed of 20 members, and 
when a chapter grows beyond that point, any additional 
members are incorporated into a new chapter which spins 
off from the old. 

Calculating on the basis of 500 chapters and 20 mem- 
bers per chapter, it would appear that the John Birch 
Society may have a bedrock minimum of some 10,000 
members. In addition, many members in states where 
there are no chapters belong directly to the so-called 
Home Chapter at Society headquarters in Belmont, Mass. 
It is of course impossible to estimate the number of 
members in the Home Chapter. 

In newspaper reports, the membership goal of the John 
Birch Society was placed at some 100,000 by the end of 
1961. The eventual goal sought by Welch, according to 
these stories, is 1,000,000 members. 

The only figure on the total membership of the John 
Birch Society which has appeared in print and which 
has any semblance of authenticity was contained in an 
Associated Press dispatch from Washington, dated May 
22, 1961. This item was based on remarks reportedly 
made by Representative Edgar W. Hiestand (Rep., Calif.) 
before the Rules Committee of the House of Representa- 
tives. According to the AP dispatch, Rep. Hiestand— an 
admitted member of the John Birch Society— estimated 
the Society membership at about 40,000 men and 20,000 
women, or a total of 60,000. 

On the basis of these figures, the annual dues received 
by the John Birch Society headquarters in Belmont, 
Mass. would appear to be a minimum of $1,200,000 a 
year, and in all probability more, since many of the mem- 
bers are life members who pay dues of $1,000 a year. 

Staff and Leadership 

Besides Welch, who draws no salary, there are 28 full- 
time employees at Society headquarters in Belmont, 
Mass. In the field, around the country, there are some 
35 full-time salaried employees serving as "area coordi- 
nators." They are responsible directly to Founder Welch. 
Area coordinators, generally, cover at least one state, and 
in some cases, a group of states. 



(Welch has stated that eventually, he hoped to have 
so-called "major coordinators" supervising the work of 
the coordinators— as the society grew and "as made neces- 
sary by sufficient membership, in order to keep strict and 
careful control on what every chapter is doing, and even 
every member of every chapter so far as the effective work 
of the John Birch Society is concerned.") 

In addition, there are approximately 100 full or part- 
time volunteer coordinators or workers. These appear 
to be responsible for organization in parts of a state— or 
in large cities and their environs. 

Finally, there are chapter leaders, who are leaders 
among the Society's membership in their home towns, 
and who play a key role in the day-to-day operations of 
the Society, its chapter meetings and program activities. 

Besides Founder Welch and the original incorporators, 
the leadership of the John Birch Society is composed of 
a National Council of 26. From the National Council, 
four individuals serve— with Welch— as an Executive 
Committee. In addition, a Committee of Endorsers, com- 
posed of individuals who are members of the John Birch 
Society in the several states, can be considered to be part 
of the leadership group in the John Birch Society. It ' 
should be borne in mind, however, that the John Birclr 
Society is organized from the top down, and that tho 
only real leader is Founder Welch. ? 

Welch stands at the center of a group of concentric 
circles. The National Council of the Society is the "inr,er 
circle"— closest to Founder Welch and presumably -en- 
joying a large measure of his confidence. The paid area 
and major coordinators and headquarters staff might also 
be included in the inner circle. It is probable that some 
individuals among the Committee of Endorsers from the 
various states would be considered by Welch to be part 
of the "inner circle," while others would be included in 
the "second circle," possible along with the full and 
part-time volunteer coordinators (or section leaders) in 
parts of states and in certain big city areas. 

Chapter leaders and ordinary members of the Society in 
the local chapters or the Home Chapter might compose 
the third, or "outer circle." 

It should be emphasized that, while the foregoing con- 
cept of the John Birch Society as comprising a series of 
concentric circles is a useful one, it has never been 
spelled out by Welch himself and the gradations sug- 
gested above may not be precise. However, a careful 
reading of the publications of the John Birch Society, 
such as "The Blue Book" and "The White Book", strong- 
ly suggests that the Society in fact operates according to 
the concept of concentric circles. 

Area coordinators and major coordinators are ap- 
pointed by Founder Welch. He— or they— appoint local 
chapter leaders, and local coordinators or section leaders. 
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Welch himself selected the members of the National 
Council and the Committee of Endorsers, as well as the 
small Executive Committee of the Society. 

There are no elections whatsoever in the entire struc- 
ture of the Society. The picture that emerges is one of a 
tight, centrally-controlled, dedicated and efficient organi- 
zation—whatever the actual membership and chapter 
strength of the Society may be. The rate of growth is 
obscured by the successful effort of Welch to hide the 
actual numerical strength of the Society. 

Finances 

Dues for membership in the John Birch Society are 
$24 a year for men and $12 a year for women. A so-called 
"life membership" in the Home Chapter— which auto- 
matically covers membership in any local chapter— costs 
$1,000. In addition, Founder Welch appeals for volun- 
tary contributions from all members who can afford it— 
over-and above -their- regular -monthly dues. He has set ■ 
up a system of "members' monthly messages"— envelopes 
in which members can enclose their voluntary con- 
tributions, along with any suggestions or messages they 
may wish to send him directly. 

There are, of course, no detailed financial reports 
available on the operations of the John Birch Society. 
No one knows how much of Welch's personal resources 
went into the Society. Nobody knows how much the 
eleven wealthy men who attended the founding meeting 
of the Society at Indianapolis in December 1958, con- 
tributed then— or have contributed since. Presumably 
they— and most of the members of the National Council 
who number 26— are life members of the Society, and pay 
the $1,000 annual dues for a life member. A few persons 
on the Committee of Endorsers from the several states 
appear to have sufficient financial status to warrant life 
memberships. All in all, it would appear that Welch can 
count on at least $30,000 to $50,000 a year from life mem- 
bers, not including any supplementary contributions they 
may make. 

The payroll and expenses for the nation-wide staff of 
approximately 63 men and women— plus his extensive 
printing and mailing operations— tend to support the 
impression that the John Birch Society today is probably 
a $1,000,000 a year operation, or more. 

National Reaction 

Hundreds of thousands of words of expose 1 material 
and editorial criticism have been lavished by the nation's 
press on the Birch Society and Founder Welch, and a 
tremendous amount of air time and film footage have 
been devoted by radio and television to coverage of de- 
velopments involving the leader and his organization. 
Columnists— of all shades of political opinion— have criti- 
cized Welch and the Society. Prominent individuals, 
from President Kennedy down, have expressed or implied 
criticism of the Founder and his movement. 

In general, the major points that have been made 
against Welch and the Society in this tremendous out- 
pouring center around: 






Welch's viewi^bf former President Eisenhower, his brother 
Milton, the Dulles brothers, and some other leading 
Americans as Communist agents or dupes. 
9 Welch's call for the impeachment of Chief Justice Earl 
Warren. 

• The secret, or semi -secret nature of the John Birch Society. 

• Welch's scorn for democracy . 

• The degree of Communist infiltration which Welch and 
his followers i taim to see in American domestic life. 

• The tactics which Welch advocates— such as infiltration, 
penetration and take-over of local civic groups like the 
PTAs, and the harassment of local school and library 
officials. 

Welch, in writing his own members about the outburst 
of criticism directed against him and the Society, views 
it as a Communist-inspired smear campaign which is 
being aided and abutted by Communist dupes and sym- 
pathizers. The fact is that newspapers ranging from the 
conservative Los Angeles Times to the liberal New York 
Post have joined ir: criticizing Welch, his views and his 
Society. The same is true of columnists, ranging from 
conservatives such as George Sokolsky, Arthur Krock and 
Raymond Moley— to liberals such as Marquis Childs, 
Max Lerner, Eric St.*vareid and Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt. 

Among prominent national leaders, besides the Presi- 
dent, critics have included Attorney General Kennedy, 
former Vice- Presic'-nt Richard M. Nixon, Senators 
Thomas Dodd of Connecticut and Milton Young of 
North Dakota, the National Council of Churches, the 
United Presbyteria i Church, the General Assembly of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church, and such leading 
Episcopalian cleric-, as Bishop James A. Pike of Los 
Angeles and Bishop Horace Donegan of New York. 

Among Roman C atholics, critics have included Msgr. 
George B. Higgins, Director, Social Action Department, 
National Catholic Welfare Conference, Rev. John B. 
Sheerin, editor, Catholic World, and such official arch- 
diocesan papers as The Boston Pilot, New World (Chi- 
cago) and Visitor ( 'rovidence, R. I.). Commonweal has 
also published a critical editorial and other material, as 
has Ave Maria. 

The Birch Society and Anti-Semitism 

- There is nothing in the Society's program or in its 
published material that espouses anti-Semitism. There 
is nothing in Welcl *s own record to suggest any personal 
anti-Semitism on hi > part. In short, anti-Semitism is not 
a stock in trade of Welch or of the John Birch Society. 

Nevertheless, the. e are indications that Welch and the 
Society have a blird spot— which makes it possible for 
some anti-Semites t nd a certain degree of anti-Semitism 
to creep into the Society's activities and membership. 

The best that car be said is that Welch and the Society 
are "non-anti-Semirc," Welch claims to be "anti-anti- 
Semitic" but the farts indicate that despite his protesta- 
tions, he has not been alert to the presence in his 
organization of individuals with known records of anti- 
Semitism, and indi\ 'duals with known records of support 
for— or associations with— anti-Semites or anti-Semitic or- 
ganizations. Furthermore, he has himself indicated in his 
own actions a lack of awareness with respect to anti- 
semites and anti-Semitism. 
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What are the facts in the 
the John Birch Society so far? 
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# In 1952, Welch wrote a booklet called "May God Forgive 
Us" in which he cited a pamphlet by Joseph P. Ramp as 
a source. 

# In 1954, Welch wrote "The Life of John Birch" and ad- 
mits he paid Kamp $100.00 to check the manuscript for 
inaccuracies. 

(Welch contends that he did not know of the widespread 
allegations of anti-Semitism against Kamp as of 1952 and 
1954 and that since he has learned of those allegations, he 
has had no further dealings with Kamp.) 

# Some sections of Welch's "The Politician"— the "letter" 
Welch wrote for private circulation in which he claims 
that Dwight Eisenhower was a "dedicated, conscious agent 
of the Communist conspiracy"— are borrowed directly from 
Kamp's "Headlines," issue of March 15, 1952. (This was 
a pre-Republican convention smear blast, replete with 
anti-Semitic innuendo, issued by Kamp against General 
Eisenhower.) Some sections of "The Politician" appear to 
have been taken from Kamp almost verbatim, including 
some tainted portions. 

# "The Politician" cites Merwin K. Hart, a long-time anti- 
Semite, as an authority, and praises the vehement and 
blatant anti-Semite, Lucille Miller, of Bethel, Vt. It is 
clear that Welch's reference to her was written after 1955, 
when her record of anti-Semitism was quite public and 
had been clearly referred to in the public prints. Welch, 
however, simply refers to Mrs. Miller as "a patriotic but 
not too cautious Vermont woman." 

# "The Politician" contains some gratuitous and snide in- 
nuendoes regarding men in public life of which the fol- 
lowing are examples: 

a) Referring to Arthur F. Burns, President Eisenhower's 
economic adviser, Welch states that Burns was "born and 
raised in Russia." Even if true, this would be gratuitous, 
except that Welch was trying to make the point— as he 
states— that Burns' job as economic adviser was probably 
"a cover-up for Burns' liaison work between Eisenhower 
and some of his Communist bosses." (Fact: Arthur F. 
Burns was born in Stanislau, Austria, April 27, 1904, ac- 
cording to "Who's Who in America," Vol. 31, 1960-61.) 

b) Referring to Simon E. Sobeloff, former Solicitor Gen- 
eral of the U.S., appointed by President Eisenhower xo the 
Court of Appeals, Fourth Judicial Circuit, Welch refers 
to Sobeloff as having been born and raised in Russia. 
(According to "Current Biography," 1955, page 565, Sobel- 
off was born in Baltimore, Maryland). 

c) Welch refers to C. Douglas Dillon, now Secretary of 
the Treasury, and a former ambassador to France, as 
"Clarence Lapowski, alias Clarence Dillon." (Dillon's pa- 
ternal grandfather, Samuel Lapowski, emigrated from 
Poland to Texas and changed his name to Dillon— two 
generations before C. Douglas was born, Mr, Dillon is an 
Episcopalian.) 

d) Welch writes of Edward S. Greenbaum, (an Eisen- 
hower Alternate Delegate to the U.N.) this way: "Green- 
baum is a close friend of Sam Rosenman, and a law part- 
ner of Morris Ernst. It hardly seems that anything more 
needs to be said." 

e) Welch describes C. D, Jackson, publisher of Life 
Magazine, as "C. D. Jacobson, alias C. D. Jackson." (There 
is no indication in "Who's Who In America," Vol. 31, 
1960-61, or in "Current Biography," 1951, or in any other 
authoritative source that C. D. Jackson's original name 
was anything other than Jackson. In any case, the refer- 
ence seems to be a snide irrelevancy.) 



• Welch has recommended two anti-Semitic publications to 
his membership — Merwin K. Hart's Economic Council 
Letter and the "American Mercury" magazine, after it 
had been converted from a once great name in magazine 
circles to a frequent vehicle for the dissemination of anti- 
Semitic innuendo and worse. The recommendation of 
Hart's publication in the November I960 Bulletin took 
place after Welch had been advised of the anti-Semitic 
history of Merwin K. Hart and his Economic Council 
Letter. 

• The New York Post (issue of May 22, 1961) identified 
Hart as leader of John Birch Society Chapter 26 in New 
York, That chapter was identified, in a letter from Vice 
Admiral C. S. Freeman, a long-time Hart associate and a 
member of the Society's Committee of Endorsers for New 
York State, as "the oldest Chapter in the New York area." 
The Post article said that copies of Hart's Economic 
Council Letter were available at the May 9, 1961 meeting 
of Chapter 26, held at headquarters of Hart's National 
Economic Council, 1 56 Fifth Avenue. 

• Some members of the National Council of the John Birch 
Society have the following records: - - - 

a) Spruille Braden of New York, former U.S. Ambassador 
to Argentina, was listed in 1958 as a director of Hart's Na- 
tional Economic Council. 

b) Ralph E. Davis of Los Angeles. Listed as a director of 
Hart's National Economic Council in 1955. 

c) Prof. Revilo P. Oliver of the University of Illinois. 
Shared the speakers platform in February 1961 with Ken- 
neth Goff, a notorious anti-Semite, at the so-called Mid- 
west Christian Patriots Convention in St. Louis. In April 
1961, Oliver addressed the convention of Kenneth Golf's 
"Soldiers of the Cross" at the Raleigh Hotel in Washing- 
ton. 

d) Paul Talbert of Beverly Hills, California. Paid ?120 
to Gerald L. K. Smith's Christian Nationalist Crusade 
during the calendar year 1959. 

• For several months during 1959, Welch used the services 
of Willis Carto in an executive or organizing capacity. 
Carto apparently worked out of Society headquarters in 
Belmont, Mass. For about five years, he was executive 
secretary of an extreme rightist group called "Liberty and 
Property" which published a newsletter called "RIGHT." 
This periodical was an outlet for anti-Semitic propaganda 
and a clearing house for information about the activities 
of anti-Semites and anti-Semitic organizations. 

• Anti-Semites and anti-Semitism are beginning to show in 
the John Birch Society at the local level. 

a) David Harmon, who said he was a full-time paid So- 
ciety organizer covering Iowa, Wisconsin, and Minnesota, 
was quoted by the Minneapolis Star of May 20, 1961, as 
saying at a Society meeting in Bloomington— a suburb of 
Minneapolis— that "even if most Jews are Communists, 
there are still a lot of good ones." 

b) Theodore W. Miller of Chicago, an attorney with a 
long record of identification with anti-Semites and anti- 
Semitic causes, is listed as a member of the Society's Com- 
mittee of Endorsers for the State of Illinois. Among the 
notorious anti-Semites with whom Miller hob-nobbed in 
the 1940s were Joe McWilliams, Elizabeth Dilling and 
Gerald L. K. Smith. 

c) Miss Olive Simes is listed as a member of the Society's 
Committee of Endorsers for Massachusetts. For a number 
of years, one O. Simes of Boston and/or Petersham, Mass., 
has been listed by Gerald L. K. Smith as a contributor to 
his Christian Nationalist Crusade. According to Smith's 
reports, O. Simes contributed $140 in 1955, $285 in 1956, 
$200 in 1957, $160 in 1958, $205 in 1959 and {160 in 1960. 
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Welch on Anti-Semitism 

Welch has gone out of his way to deny— and with some 
vehemence— any anti-Semitism on his own part or that 
of the Society. The April 3961 issue of the Society "Bulle- 
tin" contains a long denial by Welch of any such anti- 
Semitic taint. He asserts that "the most vicious and most 
extensive charges ever levelled against me have been 
made by such notorious anti-Semites as Lyrl Clark Van 
Hyning (Women's Voice) and Elizabeth Dilling (The 
Dilling Bulletin) on the grounds that my various com- 
mittees and supporters are nothing but a 'bunch of Jews 
and Jew-kissers'." 

He then goes on to point out that some of his closest 
associates and advisers are Jewish: William Schlamm, a 
writer; Julius Epstein, an author; Morrie Ryskind, 
writer; the late Alfred Kohlberg, a leading figure for 
many years in anti-Communist causes; and Rabbi Max 
Merritt of Los Angeles, an active leader o£ the American 
Jewish League Against Communism. 

—Another-point in -Welch 's-denial oL,anti=Semitism re-_ 

Fers to the fact that in his long years in the candy industry, 
a large percentage of his customers were Jews. He says 
he sold them goods, travelled with them, drank coffee 
with them in their kitchens at midnight, went to formal 
dinners with them, borrowed money from them when 
he needed it in the early days, and loaned them money 
later when he had it. He says he never stopped to think 
where they worshipped. And one day, he continues, when 
the thought occurred to him, he says he "took pride in 
the belief that I probably had more good friends of the 
Jewish faith than any other Gentile in America." 

Welch then turns to the allegation of anti-Semitism 
against him, which— at the outset of his statement— he 
terms "the third stage of the attack . . . against your 
Founder." Let's look, he says to his readers, "at what 
the propagandists can bring forth to support their accusa- 
tion." The accusation, he adds quickly, "has to be cut 
almost completely out of the whole cloth of fabrication" 
but he concedes that "there are three extremely tenuous 
threads" he has seen being used to hold the accusation 
together. 

He then turns to the charge— as he states it— "that I 
quote, and use materials from Joseph Kamp, whom every- 
body is supposed to recognize as a notorious anti-Semite." 
On this point Welch avoids the direct issue, simply 
stating that whether or not Kamp is an anti-Semite is 
none of Welch's "present business." (Exactly why the 
question of Kamp's anti-Semitism is none of Welch's busi- 
ness is difficult to understand, especially in view of 
Welch's presumed eagerness to deny his own anti- 
Semitism and his concern that the John Birch Society 
never "become an agency or even a haven of anti-Semitic 
feeling so long as I am directing its policies.") 

Welch then goes on to offer a series of rebuttals to the 
report of anti-Semitism. Typical is this: One feature of 
the Society is that he has the right to drop anyone from 
membership at any time without giving a reason. This 
has been used twice, he explains. One of the two instances 
involved a man who had taken over a certain local 
Society chapter and was gradually converting it into "a 
hotbed of anti-Semitsm"— or was at least trying to. 

The final main point in Welch's "rebuttal" is "simply 
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that I am not aim-Semitic, never could be, and could 
never allow the John Birch Society to become an agency 
or even a haven of anti-Semitic feeling as long as I am 
directing its policies." Welch adds that he is "often told 
that too large a percentage of Jews are Communists and 
too large a percentage of Communists are Jews. Welch 
answers those who complain to him about the identifica- 
tion of Jews with Communism by replying that too large 
a percentage of Methodists and Frenchmen are Com- 
munists but he doesn't blame all Methodists or French- 
men for that. He adds: "I feel it is equally absurd and 
unfair to blame all Jews because some Jews are Com- 
munists." 

The concluding section of Welch's statement denying 
anti-Semitism is, in effect, a warning. "There is only one 
real danger in the charge of anti-Semitism today, to the 
man who actually is not anti-Semitic. It is that the utter 
(and in some cases malicious) unfairness of the charge 
may cause him to react with anger against Jews in gen- 
eral, and then begin to let some of his feeling creep into 
his writings or his speeches." 

Some Evaluations 

There have beer many extremist groups on the Ameri- 
can scene over tht last 25 years. Almost without excep- 
tion, they have bet i active for a period of time and then 
have dwindled or disappeared. The activities of some 
of these groups have been confined to the publishing and 
circulating of radical right-wing literature with no special 
attempt at membership recruitment and organization at 
the grass-roots level . 

Other ultra-reac:ionary groups have tried to organize 
a membership fallowing nationally, but their efforts 
have generally been unsuccessful and they have become 
—almost without exception— organizations composed of a 
relatively small n.:mber of "leaders" scattered around 
the country. 

Many of these groups have attracted individuals with 
records of anti-Senitism. The pattern has been clear 
enough over the \ears to make it likely that any new 
extremist right-win^ organization is a potential gathering- 
place for anti-Sen ites and a potential vehicle for the 
dissemination of anti-Semitism— whether by word of 
r-mouth at meeting*, or via-printed literature which such 
organizations may publish and distribute, or which may 
be published and distributed by their members. 

While the John Birch Society conforms to the pattern 
insofar as it has become tainted with anti-Semites, it is 
unique in several a* I-important respects: 

• It is the fir : right-wing extremist group in many years 
that is well organized and that has had any degree of 
success in re ruiting members at the grass-roots level and 
on almost a i : ition-wide scale. 

• It is adequa ely financed by dues on a continuing basis, 
unlike other extreme right-wing groups which have fre- 
quently languished, not only for lack of organization at 
the grass-rota, but for lack of adequate financing. In 
some instanrss, these organizations were entirely de- 
pendent for financial support on one, or a few, well-to-do 
individuals. 

• The Birch Society has an on-going program of action and 
activity for its membership, with monthly instructions 
and assignments sent to all members, and with regular 
local chapter meetings. 
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• Welch, who is the supreme boss and who obviously has 
a talent for organization, has a sound business head, and 
a capacity for attention to detail and for hard work that 
distinguishes him from other ultra-reactionary leaders of 
the past. 

• Leaders of the John Birch Society at the grass-roots level 
are, by and large, people of some status and financial 
solidity in their communities. Regardless of their ex- 
tremist viewpoints, they tend to be persons who are 
sufficiently respectable and influential at the local level 
to be able to exert considerable pressure when they choose 
to do so in their communities. 

• The Society may be benefitting from the reported wave 
of interest in "conservatism" that allegedly has emerged 
in the United States since the election of President Ken- 
nedy and may— in a sense— be riding the crest of that wave. 

Anti-Democratic Structure 

Because of these six factors, unique for an extremist 
movement, the concerns about the organization cannot 
lightly be brushed aside. Let's examine why:— 

Mr, Welch has declared: "Democracy ... in govern- 
ment or organization ... is merely a deceptive phrase, 
a weapon of demagoguery and a perennial fraud." Mr. 
Welch has also declared that "the United States is not a 
democracy but a republic, and we ought to keep it that 
way." 

The Birch Society regards democracy as an evil and as 
a sure road to Communism. It does not respect democ- 
racy, its political and ethical concepts, or the integrity 
o£ its institutions. In this connection, the Society is guilty 
of attempts to pressure our courts of law by threats 
of impeachment. Whether the target be the Chief 
Justice of the United States or the lowliest police 
magistrate, this is a fundamental violation of our con- 
stitutional concepts and harmful to the American form 
of government. 

In our country voluntary agencies traditionally play 
an important role— for good or evil— and the John Birch 
Society is the latest voluntary negative movement in 
America. We have had Coughlinism, America First and 
the McCarthy movement— and now their successor, Birch. 
It is a radical right-wing organization, composed of a 
small band of extremists on the fringe of American 
political life, which sees all problems in conspiratorial 
terms. But this one has two features the others lack: a 
leader with a great capacity to organize and a technique 
of semi-secrecy— and secrecy of action through "front 
organizations." 

The John Birch Society is part of a larger movement, 
the major section of which is not quite as irresponsible. 
While clearly the most notorious and best publicized of 
the radical right-wing groups on the American scene- 
it is only one of many new ones on the far right. Some 
206 groups— from conservative to extremist right-wing- 
have sprung up in the United States, most of them within 
the last two years. Of the 206, there were 19 new ones in 
1960, and 79 in 1961; more in the first ten months of this 
year than in any similar period in the last twenty years. 

To sum up its strength— in less than three years the 
Birch Society has developed a gross annual income of 
about a million and a half dollars from dues, life 
memberships, special contributions, and the sale of 
literature. Although it will release no membership fig- 



ures, experts in the'Trfeld say that those who pay dues 
number about 60,000. Its paid staff consists of approxi- 
mately 63 men and women. Thus, while substantial, the 
movement is obviously not quite as big as its press notices 
would indicate. The fact is that the Society earns extrava- 
gant amounts of publicity by Welch's outrageous charges 
of Communism against such Americans as former Presi- 
dent Eisenhower, the late John Foster Dulles, or an un- 
identified group of several hundred Roman Catholic 
priests. (For instance, Monsignor Francis J. Lally, editor 
of "The Pilot" in Boston, was among the American edi- 
tors who spoke up in an excellent editorial, published 
on October 14th, in defense of the Catholic clergy after 
Mr. Welch at Garden City in effect charged 273 Catholic 
priests with being Communists.). 

Mr. Welch contends that the Communists are respon- 
sible for precipitating the press attack upon his organiza- 
tion—part of the conspiracy, of course. It was, he claims, 
triggered by a "signal" given in an article published on 
February 25, 1961 in the Communist "People's World" 
which circulates on the West CoastrHe referred to that 
article as the "mother piece" for all that followed, adding 
that Time Magazine was the first in line. 

But his charge does not square with the facts. The 
plain truth is that the "People's World" was a "Johnny- 
come-lately." Back in July 1960, newspapers in the Mid- 
West uncovered and published the details of Welch's 
accusations in his then-secret manuscript "The Poli- 
tician." 

The John Birch Society would never have received its 
nation-wide notoriety if its Founder had not written "The 
Politician"— the book he called a confidential letter— with 
its outlandish allegations of treason. However, under any 
circumstances, some of its leadership stands sufficiently 
high in the community power-structure to win the group 
a hearing from newspaper editors. Local leaders and 
members of the Society are, in many cases, people of 
financial responsibility and social status in their com- 
munities, often able to exert considerable influence and 
impact at the local level. 

In affirmation of his hatred of democracy, Mr. Welch 
has structured his Society in an un-democratic fashion: 
The organization is centrally-controlled and tightly run 
by the Founder himself. Everything operates from the top 
down; Mr. Welch picks his national organizers for the 
Society; they report directly to him; chapter leaders re- 
port to national, regional or local organizers picked by 
Mr. Welch or his agents. 

The Conspiratorial Outlook 

If the authoritarian structure of the Birch organization 
is elementary, its basic premises are primitive: First, it 
believes in the conspiratorial theory of history and poli- 
tics. Conspiracy is always the answer. Second, it believes 
that the Communist conspiracy has already captured con- 
trol of most of the world— including the United States— 
and because it is already victorious here on our shores, 
battle must be done to recapture the country from the 
enemy. 

That both premises are false is patent and demonstra- 
ble. 
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Perhaps not all Welch followers agree with everything 
he says. Some Birchites have gone to great lengths to dis- 
associate themselves from his views about General George 
C. Marshall and other great American leaders he has 
smeared. They say these views are personal, not organ- 
izational. The contention is untenable— because, by his 
own statements, Welch has made it clear that he is the 
Society— that the Society is a monolithic organization 
in which he is the central moving spirit. Any attempt 
to separate the two fails. 

If the Society's members are uneasy or embarrassed by 
his more sensational views, they nevertheless live in the 
same political fantasy-land with Mr. Welch. It is a world 
whose inhabitants assume that there must be solutions 
that will produce victories on the international scene and 
will resolve all our domestic problems. If no easy solutions 
are forthcoming, there must somewhere be a conspiracy 
preventing it. They see the world around them— the 
churches, the press, radio and television, the unions— 
almost all the established institutions in our free society— 
-in~Tmr~grip - of Comniunisr _ coiispiratorsr7Jr _ their~sympa'^" 
thizers. 

Those who disagree with this view are naturally a part 
of the conspiracy, for there can be no honest basic dif- 
ferences of opinion; you are a Bircher— or you are a Red, 
or a tool— and this applies to anyone from Republican 
to left-wing Socialist. Most ridiculous of all, the Birchers 
view the government itself— and its political leaders— as 
just another part of the same pack of Communist agents 
or dupes— few of them to be trusted. 

The Communist Parallel — 

A most striking and significant feature of the Society 
is that many of its campaigns parallel those of the Soviet 
Communists. The Society would seek to destroy, among 
other things, NATO, the United Nations and the vital 
American system of economic and military aid to under- 
developed countries. These are also precisely the aims of 
the Soviet Union in its efforts to weaken the United 
States throughout the world. Let's look at the parallels: 

1) NATO: The Soviet would smash NATO so that it could 
not protect against Communist intrusion upon Western 
Europe . . . Birch would ta ke U .S. troo ps out of NATO. 
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2) The United %ations: To capture control of it, the Soviet 
insists upon the right of veto, even in the administration 
of U.N. work . . . Birch would take the United States out 
of the U.N., leaving the Soviet in control of it, including 
administration. 

3) Foreign Aid: The Soviet tries to persuade Underdeveloped 
countries to reject American economic and military assist- 
ance . . . Birch would withdraw such American assistance 
from underdeveloped countries. 

4) The Commimist Menace: The Soviet argues that Com- 
munism is not an external threat to the United States . . . 
Birch argues that Communism is more an internal threat 
than an external one. 

5) The Race Problem: The Soviet would convince Asian and 
African nati- ns to turn their backs on the United States 
because of i! . alleged pro-racist policies . . . Birch would 
impeach Eail Warren for his anti -racist decisions. 

6) Social Justice The Soviet does not believe in it . . . Birch 
is oposed to civil rights and the religious gospel of social 
rights. 

7) The Front Organization: The Soviet attempts to use 
"fronts" as ;?n essential tool in the dissemination of its 
propaganda in the United States . . . Birch advocates the 
use of "fron:>" as a technique for propaganda purposes. 

8) The C omm unist P arty: In the Soviet i t i s a monolith ic, 



making it incapable of protecting against Communist 
intrusion upon Western Europe. 



totalitarian "novement with no dissent permitted to its 
followers fro n the principles laid down by its leader . . . 
Ditto for the Birch Society. 

The reason for :he recent appearance of many right- 
wing organization on the American scene— and for the 
success (such as it is) of the Welch movement— is a com- 
plex of things: th< frustrations of the American people; 
the troubles we ar< having with Russia; the problems in 
Berlin, Laos and Cuba; the American lag in rocketry, 
long-range missiles the space race— in short, the cold war. 
And on the domes' "c front: high taxes, rising living costs, 
the integration sti tggle, and so on. For all these diffi- 
culties, the Birch movement offers a single, simple 
solution— tear dow : everything that's up. 

Welch's organization has no future in America. 
Eventually, it will *o the way of all know-nothing move- 
ments. Once its character is completely understood by 
the American people, the organization is doomed to 
failure. They will inevitably reject and repudiate it as 
an unwholesome ] :olitical growth in American soil. In 
the nature of thii ^s, the United States will eventually 
evolve adequate ar 1 proper remedies for its international 
and domestic pro ilems. At that point Americans will 
turn~their backs c a "Robert Welch and his John Birch 
Society. 
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—Clerk or Secretary 
Ellen Douglas Snow, Belmont, Mass. 
Philip L. Jenkins, Brockton, Mass. 
Juliette D. Guild, Hingham, Mass, 
Mary M, White, West Concord, Mass. 
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P. C. Beezley 
Fred M. Harris 
Col. Tom R. Hutton 
Harry M. Robbins 

West Virginia 
Luther O. Griffith 

Wisconsin 
Mrs. Walter K. Graham 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



FROM 



subject: 



SAC (IOO-32899) 



ASAC JOSEPH D. PURVIS 




date: 1-31-62 



BIRCH SOCIETY 



Inspector| [telephoned from the Bureau at 8: 55 AM, 

1-31-62. He advised there was an item in the morning papers 
in Washington that Assistant Attorney General J, WALTER 
YEAGLEY had written ROBERT H. WELCH, Head o.;* the John Birch 
Society, concerning an allegation reportedl'- made hy WELCH 
in an address in Austin, Texas 11-20-61, that there were 
Communists in the Government. YEAGLEY told WELCH that if 
he had knowledge of any Communists in the Government, he 
should fu pm'nh hip information to YEAGLEY o:.' to the FBI. 



Inspector 

such information 



1 



question was whether we ha', received any 
rom Mr. WELCH. 



After talking to Supervisor 
with h is Relief Supervisor 



Sl[ 



who, in turn, checked 



we had not heard from Mr. WELCH. 



J I adv;sed inspector 
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U. S. Asks Robert Welch 
Forte! Data; He's iflent 

Robert H. W. Welch, founder of the/ contro- 
versial, right-wing John Birch Society,- yest/rday re- 
$HS$d to make "any comment whatsoever' on the 
Justice Department's request that he produce any 
evidence he may have of Communists in government 



His Belmont office, where the 
magazine "American Opinion" 
and other publications are issued, 
said it had been flooded with tele- 
phone calls on the subject and 
that Welch would answer none of 
them. 

REQUEST DEC. 8 

In Washington yesterday a Jus- 
tice Department spokesman said 
Welch had not replied to a request 
anade Dec. 8 for concrete infor- 
jmalion. The request was made 
Iby.lisst. Atty.-Gen. J. Water 
Yj&Jjley, chief of the department's 
' internal security section. 1 

Welch ilegedly charged In an 
Austin, Tex., speech on Nov, 20 
that "a comparatively few thou- 
sand Communists (were) con- 
' centrated in key departments." 
Yeagley revealed that he wrote 
Welch: 

"The charges you make are not 
to my knowledge supported by 
the material in the investigative 
files of government employes. 

PROBE UNDER WAY 

"It would be my suggestion that 
you turn over to the FBI at once 
such facts as may be in your 
possession and the sources thereof 
which you believe establish that 
certain government employes are 
members of the Communist 
Party." 

»^pted^pal grand jury probe of 



Red officers an dmembers ha? 
been under way in Washington 
two weeks. 'It seeks information 
about the failure of U.S. Commu- 
nists to register under the pro- 
visions^, of the, Internal Security 
Act. /'- ■■.'■' $ 
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erica's Far Right— #1 



They See Monstrous Red Plot 



He sees a monstrous con- 
spiracy at work in every cran- 
ny of the United States. 

Its purpose, he says, is to de- 
liver the American people into 
the hands of the Communists, 
and he warns, "it is later than 
you think." 

He accuses eminent Ameri- 
cans, including two former 
Presidents and Chief Justice 
Earl Warren, of degrees of 
complicity. And the Kennedy 
administration, as well, _ is 
"very weak and soft in dealing 
with the Communist threat," he 

says. 

To him, this plot is the touch- 
stone that de-complicates the 
complicated. It gives him one 
simple, easily-grasped explana 
tion for all the intricate prob- 
lems of today and the immedi- 
ate pas; — Berlin, Cuba, Ka 
tanga, Laos, Korea, Viet Nam, 



By RELMAN MORIN 

Associated Press Special Correspondent 

China, and even the events that 
led to Pearl Harbor. 

"The real government of our 
country," he says, is the coun- 
cil on foreign relations and he 
calls it "the invisible govern- 
ment." 

The suspension of nuclear 
weapons testing, he writes, 
was done "for only one con- 
ceivable purpose — to give the 
Soviet time to attain, or at 
least claim, superiority in 
weapons of which propaganda 
has engendered in us an hys- 
terical fear." 

Most Americans are unaware 
of the situation, he says, hav- 
ing been blinded by Communist 
infiltration of the federal gov- 
ernment, the churches, schools, 
and armed forces. Press, radio 
and television — * e says this, , 
looking a reporter straight in 
the eye — have * deliberately 
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Imisin drmed the people 
failec to print "the facts." 

As immediate corrective 
meas ires, he calls for with- 
drawal from the United Na- 
tions, an end to foreign aid, a 
sharp break with the Soviet Un- 
ion, the impeachment of Earl 
Warren, and deep surgery in 
the State Department and oth- 
er branches of the federal gov- 
ernment. 

In some regions and in vary- 
ing degrees, he also sees dan- 
ger to the nation from desegre- 
gation, labor unions, the income 
tax, welfare programs, foreign 
alliances and water fluorida- 
tion, 

Who is this man? 

The above points form a com- 
posite! profile of the ultra-con- 

Continued on Page 11, Col. 1 
I Far Right 
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Robert Welch. 
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~far Righr^ 

Continued from Page One 

servative, the member of the 
Hard Right, the "Double Patri- 
ot," 

The profile does not apply, in 
all respects, to every Rightist. ' 
There are many groups and 
many different shades of opin- 
ion among them. They don't all 
call for the same things. Even 
within a given organization, the 
John Birch Society, for exam-, 
pie, there are Birch ers who So- 
not endorse everything pro- 
pounded by the Society's found- 
er, Robert Welch of Massachu- 
setts. 

But it does point the general 
direction of what appears to be 
a rising river of opinion in the 
United States today. 

How big is the movement ? 

Nobody can say precisely. 
One survey indicates that as 
many as 2,000 organizations 
may be functioning. Their total 
membership, however, is im- 
possible to calculate accurate- 
ly. The John Birch Society and 
the Minutemen do not disclose 
their enrollment. -Some individu- 
als belong to more than one 
group, overlapping. Some drop' 
out shortly after joining. Some 
join but are inactive members. 

The total could be millions, 
or only some hundreds of thou- 
sands. 

Some groups that have at- 
tracted the greatest attention 
are the Birchers, the Christian 
anti - Communist Crusade, the 
National Indignation Council, 
the Christian Council, and The 
Minutemen for Minute Men as 
some groups delineate ' it.) , a 
loosely-knit collection of bands 
who maneuver in the field with 
actual firearms and presuma- 
bly are training for guerrilla 
warfare incise 01 invasion, or 
m. case A merican GsmsimigXs 
tftkeove? Sj£ country. 



Such names as Freedom Cen- 
^'-■"FKedoni Fighters, Chris- 



tian Resistance, Project" Alert, 
the Committee Against Nihil- 
ism, the National Anti-Commu- 
nist League," American Security 
Council, and hundreds of oth- 
ers suggest the general area of 
the philosophy. 

What type of person joins 
thqm? 

The attorney-general of Cali- 
fornia, Stanley Mosk, wrote in 
a report on the John Birch So- 
ciety : 

"The cadre . . . seems to be 
formed primarily of wealthy 
businessmen, retired military 
officers, and little old ladies in 
tennis shoes." 

If this is accurate for that 
group in that state, it hardly de- 
scribes the rightist movement 
as a whole. 

Rightist thinking has perme- 
ated many segments of Ameri- 
can society. This reporter dis- 
cussed the doctrines with house- 
wives and corporation execu- 
tives, college presidents and 
college students, professional 
men and factory workers, per- 
sons of widely varying educa- 
tional and social background^. 

in a modest home in a suburb 
of/ Los Angeles, a housewfe 
s»d, "I just love my count 



that's ■">'■! Reined i n order to 
be able to -fa someoaiig. - "is 
Hfiere anything wrong with 
that?" 

In Datf*, a 24-year-old busi- 
nessman jjaid. earnestly, "I 
have studied communism. I see 
it as the struggle between 
Christ and anti-Christ. I see the 
problem as my obligation to in- 
form others. JPhat is my^duty to 
God, country, family and 
friends." 

In Louisville, Ky., a business- 
man said, "I felt that people 
needed to be better informed 
Since there was no other meas- 
ure to let them know about 
many of the areas where the in 
ternational Communist con 
spiracy is working, I found the 
John Birch Society the best 
means of getting that informa- 
tion to them and also to atimu' 
late their thinking." 

In New York City, an execu 
tive's wife s*id she had signed 
a petition to impeach Mf. War- 
ren. "A friend showed me the 
record of the Supreme Court 
decisions affecting the Commu 
nists," she said. "I hadn't 
known about them." 

Yes, she said, she holds Mr 
Warren personally responsible. 

Is there a possibility that the 
many groups may unite under 
one dominant personality 

So far, the personality hasn't 
appeared. Besides, as H. L 
Hunt, wealthy Texas oil man, 
put it, "they are competitive in 
spirit. Each would rather go 
along on his own." 

Severe criticism has been lev- 
elled at the Rightists by Presi 
dent Kennedfy, former Presi 
dents Eisenhower and Truman, 
and many newspapers and 
magazines The groups fire 
back in publications of their 
own. And the Oneonta, N.Y., 
Star probably spoke for the 
great majority of Americans 
when it said: ■ 

"There is a question in many 
open minds today whether the 
greatest danger to our United 
States is front the Reds of com- 
munism or from the blues on 
the right . . . each seems to ; 
believe it is right and it isthe^ 
rest of us j>h<* are crazy. " 

■Evening Bulletin 
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A large number of the Far 
Rightist groups, loudly cam- 
paigning against communism 
today, were organized only a 
few years ago. 

Yet, the dangerous duel be- 
tween West and East exploded 
Into the open nearly 17 years 
ago. 

Since then, the Communists 
have enslaved millions, blockad- 
ed Berlin, launched a war in 
Korea, drowned the Hungarian 
rebellion in blood, announced 
that "we will bury you," and 
given many other evidences of a 
deadly intent. 

So today, in effect, you ask 
a person who recently joined a 
Rightist group, "How is it that, 
In all these years, you ' have 
only just become alarmed about 
the Communists?" 

A woman in Los Angeles, 
working on an operation called 
Project Alert, hesitated and 
then answered: 

"Well, I was busy raising my 
children and enjoying my home 
and family. I guess I just never 
really thought about it." 

A young Texas businessman 
eaid he began to be concerned 
shortly before the birth of his 
first child. "I got to wondering 
about his future in the kind- of 
World we live in," he said. . 

"TTitbe 'JSiswers are iais$ Ca^i 
cal. ■ 



Many newly-recruited Righ t- 
Ists are between th* -egefc "irf 
"33 etrid 35. Until recently, they 
were able to sweep the facts of 
the cold war under the rug. 
Now they have homes and small 
children. They worry about -the; 
future. 

A picture of the Far Rightist 
begins to form. 

He is frequently a person who 
became frightened by develop- 
ments abroad and at home, and 
frustrated because, as a plain 
citizen, he felt powerless to do 
anything about them. 

You probe a little. What were 
these events? 

Again and again, usually in 
this order of importance, you 
get the same three answers: 

1. Cuba — The nearest Com- 
munist country used to-be on 
the other side of the Atlantic. 
Now there is a Red regime with- 
in 100 miles of American terri- 
tory. This has come as a teeth- 
rattling shock. 

2. Security — The sudden 
awareness that today, for the 
first time in history, the United 
States is vulnerable ot large- 
scale physical attacks which 
could assume a hideous dimen- 
sion. In 1960, he heard the argu- 
ments over a "missile gap" and 
whether the United States was 
second best in armaments and 
defense. 

3. Impatience — "Are we. 
-S«ng to have to live .in "'fear 

and uncertainty all om gjivps?" 
a 23-year-old New Yo: 



i.-j 



■or-;, 



CLASSIFICATIONS! AUTHORITY DERIVED FB.0H: 



FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 01-30-2012 




Boston American* Boston, liass* 
Boston Globe* Boston, 'Mass* 
' '""^Boston Herald, Boston^ Mass* 
Boston Traveler, Boston, Mass* 

Christian Science Monitor, 
"**~ Jlostonj Mass. ' 

D aily Hecord, Boston, Mass* 

PBOVXDxitfCE EVEHIIB BUUE'ZIN, 
Bate: , / n //. o Prov *n ,1 « 

Editioitf-^ 0<: 
Author: mlyAn K0RI a 

^^ : SEV£LL0i? BROWNIE 
JOHN PERCH SOCIETY 



Class, or Character: 

Page: 5 

BufilBi 

Submitti^ Offices Boston 




Br/ »# 



,&d£- 



jK 



wori&r asked. "Why can't our 
leadfrs do something? Why 
doesn't the United Nations ever 
settl| anything?" 

So he joins a Rightist group. 
The motivation, apart from 
anxiety, may also, be a desire to 
"be doing something" and the 
need for companionship. 

He goes to rallies, hears anti- 
Communist speakers, is advised 
by the John Birch Society Blue 
Book to "form fronts," mans a 
picket line, occasionally creates 
disturbances, studies Commu- 
nist tactics in a discussion 
group at his neighbor's home. 

Now he learns something 
startling. 

He is told that the principal 
Communist threat to the U.S. 
comes from within the nation, 
not from abroad. 

He is told that there are Com- 
munists, or sympathizers, in the 
federal government. He reads a 
pamphlet which says : 

"No one dares Ito say that 
ALL available evidence in 
dicates that the pilot of our fam 
ous U-2 must have purposely 
landed his plane in Russia; and 
that the objectives of those who 
planned the incident must 
have been (1) to give the Soviet 
a model to duplicate; (2) to pro 
vide American Communists with 
a A . excuse for getting reconnai- 
sance over Russia suspend 
ed, and (3) to postpone the 
'summit conference with a max- 
imum of public disgrace to the 
U.S." 

Another pamphlet is entitled, 
"The slanted, slippery, silent 
'press.' " It says: 

"The Communist infiltration 
of the 'press' (and 'press' is 
used here here ... to include 
not only newspapers, but books 
and periodicals of all kinds, ra 
dio, television and motion pic- 
tures) goes back at least as far 
as Marxism itself." 

The pamphlet lays down a 
formula that allegedly will help 
the reader to spot Red propa- 
ganda in periodicals. It quotes 
what appear to be specific ex- 
amples — but doesn't state in 
what newspaper or publication 
they appeared. 

Nor are the churches, schools 
and Supreme Court free of Red 
infiltration, the extremist as- 
serts. 

words "treason" and 

innuendoes 

__ itera- 

tur*,,tftau.**#LM> 




Now, for the rookie in the 
movement, many things fall into 
place — unless, of course, he 
happens to know some contem- 
porary history. 

Otherwise, it becomes "clear" 
why China was "lost" and Ber- 
lin encircled in East German 
territory, why the Korean War 
was a stalemate, why Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur and Maj. 
Gen. Edwin A. Walker were re- 
lieved of their commands, why 



the Cuban invasion aborted, and 
son on. The answer is simple- 
Reds in high places ia America. 
Actually, these ar» all prod- 
ucts, and in some^ instances ex- 
tremely complicated products, 
with many factors involved, of 
nearly 17 years of the c#d war. 

They occasioned tfct ■ ""Great 
Debate" in 1951 wh*h 'Ameri- 
can and other forces were fall- 
ing back in Korea. 

The late Sen. Joseph McCar- 
thy highlighted them again with 



his charges of card-carrying 
Communists in the State De- 
partment and his a omsafl rro s 
against the late Gen. George C7 
Marshall, - 

Today, the Rightist movement 
represents another great na- 
tional convulsion, brought about 
by the complexities of the strug- 
gle with the Communists and 
the fears and frustrations it cre- 
ates. 



Continued ' 
In The Evening Bulls? 
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THE FAR RIGHT -- NO. 4 

Making Red Seem White 
CanWork in Reverse 



By RELMAN MORIN 

Associated Press Special Correspondent 

One eerie, reverse-English as- 
pect of the climate created in 
i the United States by the rise of 
j the rightist movement haunts 
many Americans today. 

They fear that the super- 
patriot, far from hurting the 
Communists, may in fact, be 
helping them by his tactics. 

Writing of the John Birch So- 
c ety, Thomas M. Storke, pub- 
jfeher of the Santa Barbara, 
Calif., News-Press, noted: 

"It is worth pondering the 
possibility that the organiza- 
tion, unwittingly, is following a 
Communist-inspired line to de- 
stroy Americans' faith in their 



Among the theories of Birch Society founder Joseph Welch is 
the '■'principle of inversion." It holds that Communists majftop- 
erate directly contrary to their apparent interests just to conmse 
people. Some intriguing applications are discussed in this fourth 
of six articles on the far right. \ 1 



most respected leaders and in- 
stitutions." 



The Daily Palo Alto (Calif.) 
Times said in an editorial: 



"The extremists ... in their 
fear of communism or their/ 
zeal to counter it are flailing! ' 
about and damaging the vera 
institutions they claim they art 
trying to preserve. Their irres- 
ponsible attacks . . . tend to 
create the kind of atmosphere 
that delights Moscow's profes- 
fsional agitators." 

.en'm Prediction 

The Seattle Times said "the 
danger lies in the potential abil- 
I ity of an extremist group to di- 
i vide and confuse the American 
j public merely by mounting a 
horse labelled 'anti - commu- 
nism' and riding it off in all 
directions." 

California Atty, Gen. Stanley 
Mosk says the Russians already 
have claimed Robert Welch, 
founder of the Birchers, as a 
"new supporter." Mosk's re- 
port on the society quotes an 
article in the Literary Gazette 
of Moscow, dated April 14, 1961, 
■ • . as saying: 

"Lenin said that the most 
sfrdent foes of communism will 
eVentually become frighteaed 
aid suspicious of everybody ?|ho 
dips not agree with them. 
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meat has gained unexpectedly i 
new supporter. His name ii 
R$ert Welch." 

rhe article, as quoted by 
isk, then cites some of 

Welch's charges against highly. 

placed Americans and says; 

"This is the teaching of 
Robert Welch and his John 
Birch Society, Here is more 
proof that Lenin's teachings and 
predictions were correct." 

UH'Coverup' 

S*fc<BobertA. Graham^ 

cote in the Catholic magaziij 

lerica: 

| "Applying Welch's own pri 
ale of inversion, a penect cas 
can be made out for the thesis 
that Welch himself is a Com- 
munist, so much has he helped 
the Red cause in ti* United 
States." 

The principle referred to is 
Welch's contention that the Rus- 
sians try to make Americans be- 
lieve btack is white, and vice 
versa. For example, the right- 
ist—and not only th« Birchers 
—asserts: 

That Soviet Premie" Khrush- 
chev's violent attacks te the late 
Dag Hammarskjold, secretary- 
. general of the United Nations, 
were designed to conceal the 
fact that Hammarskjoid actual- 
ly was "a Red." 

That Khrushchev in fact con- 
trols the U,N., but demanded 
sweeping changes in it, struc- 
turally, to cover up the fact 
that he is its master:. 

Little Confusing 

v A typical example appeared 
in Welch's version of what pre- 
sumably happened in the alar- 
ti*e invasion of Cuba last Aphl. ! 

le Boston Herald quoaid 
M0W& .... 





CAP Photo) 

ROBERT WELCH 



planned by Castro and his 
friends in our government to 
mice Cuba stronger throughout 
Latin America, to redire U.S. 
prAstige, and. . .for tie pur- 
pole of killing off fotu|a resis- 
tance." 

This is the "principle of in- 
version." 

It becomes a little confusing, 
however, when you find Welch 
saypig on a television progra 

id you saw ihe Suprei 
CodH of the U.S. 
eisions ttMch the 




themselves praised and glorified 
. . .and which the tommufists 
announced as the greatestlvie- 
tofes eitr fwon by the d>m- 
mlnisi fart^.*' » 

So, in "glorifying" these "vic- 
tories," does it mean that the 
CommunKts actually considered 
them shattering defeats? 



ADA Is Cited 



These are some of the charges 

' against the Rightists. 

They often reply, "IE we are 
extremists, what is the A.D.A.? 
Why aren't they attacked?" 
(The Americans for Democratic 
Action was founded in 1948 to 
promote liberal causes and 
candidate*. Ifeny conservatives 
consider it «ltra-liberal, on the 
extreme left wing.) 

A Long Beach, Calif., woman 
participating in the Christen 
Anti - Communist Crusade, slid 
"Srely it is a good thing! if 
mere people know more ah«t 
■Cojnmunism, You don't have to 
bqjieve everything said by some 
of the speakers. . " 

Another rightist assertion is 
that "Moscow has sent out the 
word to push as hard as possible 
an anti-anti-Communist move- 
ment in the U. S, That's one 
reason why people critize us." 

Rep. J*fcn Rousselot, R-Caltf., 
one of the slate's two congress- 
men wh» epy they are mem- 
bers of Act Birch Society, de- 
scribed It U "basically a home 
study gm|M-a living room study 
sort of tkfng." 

The Us Angeles Evening 
Herald-Sipfless said in an edi- 
torial that ijjmericans should be- 
ware ol "extremists" on either 
wing. It addled, "But is it not 
better tt be alert and aware, 
when thtfe is cause lor alert- 
ness, thih|to fall asleep |nd 
allow<,oer)ieJves to become lost 
beyotf nieijll? We have gonl to 
inately, too- of 
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Organization Meeting Held 



Biwh Society Aetiwe 



The John Birch Society has 
come to Rhode Island. 

A meeting to organize 
Providence chapter of the con- 
troversial, ultra - conservative 
anti - Communist organization 
was held one week ago in a 
providence home. 

About 25 persons were in- 
vited to attend to hear a full 
time Birch coordinator outline 
the goals and methods of the 
society and to hear a filmed 
two- hour talk by the group's 
founder, Robert Welch. . 

It could not be determined if 
those present agreed to estab- 
lish a chapter, nor, in the event 
they did, who the leader of the 
chapter would be. 

Philip K. Langan, the co- 
ordinator, declined to release 
that information. "I prefer not 
to make the names public," he 
said, 

Mr. Langan said, however, 
that if the members wish to 
identify themselves, there is no 
objection. He said also that it 
would be up to the members to 
make any formal announcement 
to the press if they desire. 

The policy of Birch chapters 
is to exclude the press from 
meetings, he said 

Friday's meeting followed two 
or three months of work by Mr. 
Langan, assisted to some de- 
gree by Norman D. MacLeod, 
on| of Rhode Island's iftost 
voial spokesmen for the 
seivative point of view and 
cfltwo Rbodst. isJ^ndeiB 
have backed 4Bia$y tft^ 



By PACL F. HOVE 

since it was 



Birch society 
formed. 

The other is Robert B. Dress- 
er, a Providence attorney, who 
has voiced his conservative 
views in a series of paid adver- 
tisements in the Journal-Bulle- 
tin. 

Mr. MacLeod assisted Mr, 
Langan by providing him with 
the names of Rhode Island in- 
dividuals who he believed would 
be interested in the Birch move- 
ment. Others invited to the 
meeting had si own their inter- 
est by writing to the society 
headquarters i :>r information. 

In an interview last iveek 
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Mr. MacLeod said that he would 
not be an a ctive member of 
the fTOTlflence chapter because 
it is too far from his home in 
Charlestown. 

He .added, however, that a 
South County chapter of the so- 
ciety might be formed in the 
future and that he would be 
active then, 

Mr. MacLeod also declined to 
disclose the names of those 
whom he had recommended as 
possible members. 

"Mot because there is any- 
thing to conceal," he said, "but 
the/Birch society does not seek 
publicity," 



Mr. Langan, a paid worker 
for the group, worKS" ^ u L-»f 
Belmont, Mass., the site of the 
society's national headquarters 
and the home of Mr. Welch. 

According to Mr. MacLeod, 
the Providence chapter, if sup 
porters have agreed to form 
one, probably will consist of 
about 15 members in keeping 
with the society's policy of pre-- 
venting units from becoming 
unwieldy in size. 

Should the membership resfch 
a much larger figure than thet, 
a second chapter would /be 
formed, he said. / 
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advised th?tth!S At J°rney General J. Walter Yeagley has 
advised that the Department recently sent a letter to Welch 
referring to a statement attributed to him at a rally in 

££*£' TeX f' ° n l } /20 ^ 1 *> ^e effect that a comparatively 
few thousand communists concentrated in key departments of 
the Government have taken the United States steadily dow^ 
the road to communism. Yeagley advised Welch that the 
charges made by Welch are not to Yeagley *s knowledge SU nnnrt«H 
by material in the investigative fiiL of G^Set employees 
Yeagley requested Welch to turn over to the FBI at once the 

esMblish tL?°^ e f j° n r and the SOUrces *»««* SSich may 
the'Sommunisf P^y? in G ° Vernment -»loye- are members It 

vonr rt ff^I° U « are ins *r ucted tfa at in the event Welch contacts 
your office as a result of Yeagley 's letter to furnish such 
information, the information should be received in the sa^e 
manner as from any other private citizen w»o wouJS appeaTat 
your office to furnish information. Welch should be p?Ssed 
to furnish specifics and not generalities and should be 
requested to furnish the sources of his information in order 
that any matters he reports can be followed through to a 
logical conclusion. & 

< + ,. ^ The A S ents who might interview Welch should be 
o?her U ?h^ not to become involved in any discussions with him 
subiLt ^ + t«^ ^cussions necessary in connection with the 
S?^!k JJT 2 n whlch he is sporting. The interview with 
^elch should be handled in such a manner so that he will not 
gain the impression that the Bureau is condemning or approving 
his activities or the activities of the John Birch Society. 

*„« ...u ^ 5 e results of th e interview should be promptly 
furnished the Bureau under the specific case caption, or captions 
of the subject matter, or matters, involve d,^- Jj ffi %-j ff& 

1-New York ' 3 * 
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Birchers See Nation Swarming With Rftil 



'After four meetings it be- 
came *!ear that to members 
of this Birch Society chap- 
ter, Communism is almost an 
obsession. 

They firmly believe, for in- 
stance, that the city of New 
Bedford is a center for Com- 
munist activity. 

They firmly believe (hat the 
United Stales is literally 
swarming with Communists, 

They firmly believe that 
the government, the press, the 
churches, the armed forces, 
the schools and colleges, the 
Democratic party, and, to a 
lesser extent, the Republican 
party, labor unions and hun- 
dreds of other organizations 
are infiltrated and controlled 
by Communists or Communist 
sympathizers and puppets. 

At one meeting, for exam- 
ple, it vffas suggested that the 
Birch cpapter sponsor a large 
public fehowing of the Birch 
Society's chief anti-Commu- 



nist Weapon, "Operation Abo- 
lition." 

When some members sug- 
gested that it be shown at a 
large theater and be widely 
advertised the alarm was sud- 
denly sounded. 

One man immediately- 
warned that if the film were 
to be shown that publicly, the 
Communists would immedi- 
ately start trouble. 
Another agreed that it 
would invite trouble, but 
thought that trouble would be 
a good idea because it would 
focus public attention on the 
film and result in more show- 
ings. 

It was decided that the 
film should be shown in the 
Dartmouth Town Hal] and the 
radio newsman said he would 
give the showing as much pub- 
licity as possible. 

But again the alarm was 
sounded. 

If it gets advance public- 
ity, "the Reds" will have 
time to organize trouble, 
members warned. That made 
sense, members agreed, and 
the final decision was to 
show 'the film at ihe lown 
hall, but to withhold public 
mention of it until just two 
or three days before the 
showing. 

And as a final precaution 
it was decided that only writ- 
ten questions rather than oral 
questions would be permitted, 
"to prevent trouble." 

Another example of the 
chapter's conviction that 1he 
Communist Party is keeping a 
close eye on New Bedford is 
seen in "the Mattapoisett in- 
cident." 

That i incident was men- 
tioned at all four of the meet- 
ings I attended. From the 
references to it, this is ap- 
parently what happened: 

During a showing of "Op- 
eration Abolition" at a Catho- 
lic church hall in nearby Mat- 
tapoisett, two young men who 
attended the showing, in the 
discussion period after, chal- 
lenged the truth of the film, 
saying scenes had been spiked 
into the film out of context 
lenge apparently 
causq ~ **■" 

Noafie 




young 



men, nor anything • #olft 
them, but chapter mefflMi'S 
insist that they were Com- 
munist agents sent by the 
Communist Party from a mid- 
western college for the sole 
purpose of breaking up that 
showing of the film in the 
small town of Mattapoisett. 

The obsession was reflected 
too in their coordinator who 
told the group one night that 
the national headquarter* in 
Belmont was swamped with 
work but that it was difficult 
to get clerical help. 

"We can't advertise," he 
said, "or we'd be infiltrated 
overnight: the leftists would 
swarm in." 

To the New Bedford chap- 
ter, Communism is every- 
where. Much of their conver* 
sation is sprinkled with "we" 
and "they" meaning the 
Birchers and the Communists. 
Books, newspapers, maga- 
zines, television shows trft. 
carefidly scrutinized for evif 
dence of Communist dontiaar 
tion — and usually provide i% 
according to members: 

Considering the makeup of 
ihe John Birch chapter, , it is 
difficult to understand this 

obsession. 

Generally the members are 
representative of what would 
usually be called "the better 
classes"— businessmen, teach- 
ers, doctors, manufacturers. 

On the whole they seem to 
have better than average ed- 
ucations. They talk well and 
seem to be well informed 

But they are certain ihat 
every welfare program, every 
strike, every new tax, e\er^ 
boost in foreign aid. is Com- 
munist-inspired. They be- 
lieve that every change in 
public opinion toward such 
developments as socialised 
medicine, urban redevelop- 
ment, civil rights, welfare 
and aid to education is Com- 
munist-inspired. 

One man, for example, who 
identified himself as a vice 
president of an industrial sur- 
vey company, was explai(#lg 
why he had joined the jp » 
Birch .Society. ^-«# l - ' 

H^;*aid .that his firm bftd 

t — .»■■ » ' #'' ' '"" ■» m iri ii 



made a survey of the think? 
ing of high school students it| 
New Jersey and found &at 
61 per cent of the students 
didn't think there was any 
need for profits in business, 
and that 62 per cent thougbj 
it was the government that 
had the responsibility to pro- 
vide jobs. 

"When I saw this I decided 
something should/ be done. In 
a small way I want to help 
and I will," he said. 

The members of the New 
Bedford Chapter of the John 
Birch Society are definitely 
not fanatics. 

They conduct themselves 
and their meetings with rea- 
son and restraint. They ab- 
hor the pressures that Birch- 
ists are accused of exerting 
in other parts of the country, 
such as telephone campaigns 
to frighten their opponents. 

They also avoid repeating 
Mr. Welch's accusation that 
President Eisenhower is a 
Communist. 

But they are seriously con- 
vinced that there is a Com- 
munist conspiracy at work 
everywhere in American 
eiety and that at any moms 
the Country will fall. 

And they're ready to 
their all to prevent .ft;; 
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~*Must Impeach Earl Warren 



-At -the next meeting of the 
ttew Bedford chapter, Ken 
Dennison, the coordinator, 
laid it on the line. 

"If you're interested in 
just studying and learning 
about Communism, this isn't 
the group for you. The John 
Birch Society is an action 
group." 

John Birch members, he 
said, should not waste time 
trying to convert Liberals. 
Spend your time with people 
whose sympathies are open 
to persuasion and "who have 
a spark of patriotism," he 
said. 

Mr. Dennison also issued a 
call to action. The John 
Birch Society, he said, has to 
concentrate on the campaign 
to impeach Chief Justice Earl 
Warren. 

"It's hard work, but it's 
the first real project we've 
had," he said and quoted Mr. 
Wele i as saying, "If we can't 
impe ch Warren, we can't 
defea ; Communism." 



The members of the New 
Bedford chapter agreed that 
it was hard work. One mem- 
ber, a teacher, said that 
people had "a nameless fear" 
of retaliation and smears and 
of losing jobs if they sign a 
petition. 

It was suggested then that 
the New Bedford group bor- 
row an idea from Robert 
Dresser and Norman D. Mac- 
Leod, two outspoken Rhode 
Island conservatives, and run 
newspaper advertisements ex- 
plaining why the petition is 
being circulated and giving 
Justice Warren's "Communist 
voting record." 

That touched off a brief 
discussion about what the 
members said was a John 
Birch victory, a recent vote 
by the Supreme Court which 
went, members said, "5-4 
against the Communists." 

That same meeting brought 
to the fore a young man who 
was attending for the first 



time, but who won immediate 
favor by giving personal 
testimony that there was in- 
deed a "conspiracy" to dis- 
credit the John Birch Society. 

The young man was named 
"Phillips," and told the group 
that he was a radio reporter. 

"The press is conditioned 
to an anti-Birch feeling," he 
said. "There's much more 
anti-Birch copy than there is 
anti-Communist copy." 

But "Phillips" had a reme- 
dy. 

One thing the society could 
do, he said, would be to form 
a public relations bureau to 
feed information to the wire 
services about John Birch 
activities and about Commu- 
nist activities. 

"Phillips" also reassured 
the group that he was pro- 
tecting his listeners against 
Communist: propaganda. "I 
see to it that slanted newt 
doesn't get on the air," 'he 
said. 

Mr, Dennison expressed his 



approval of that move and 
said that New Bedford was 
very fortunate in the pro- 
tection it received against 
the Communist conspiracy. 

He said there were only 
two newspapers in New Eng- 
land which were doing a good 
job — the New Bedford Stand- 
ard Times and the Manches- 
ter, N.H., Union-Leader. 

Both papers are recognized 
as ultra-conservative in their 
editorial policies. 

That second meeting also 
produced one awkward mo- 
ment. 

A man arose during the 
meeting and said; "I'm a Jew 
and I want to know if the 
John Birch Society is anti- 
Semitic." 

Mr. Dennison was momen- 
tarily embarrassed by the 
question, but hastened to as- 
sure the man that it was i&t 
anti-Semitic, and that 
Welch prefers 'that ni „ 
have religious^ cofl^lction^ 
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His Ls a Personal 



In the seclusion of his hand- 
some Kenyon farmhouse last 
week, one of Rhode Island's 
two outspoken advocates of 
the extreme conservative 
cause shed some light on his 
position and on the John Birch 

Society. 

Mr. MacLeod, Is an indus- 
trialist, a farmer, a prolific 
letter writer and— in World 
War I — a hero who won 
France's Croix de Guerre and 
America's Distinguished Serv- 
ice Cross. f 

"I am a conservative," Mr. 
MacLeod said. FAnd I expect 
I always will be. And I can't 
go along with many of the 
things which have been clone 
in this country in the past 20 
lo 30 years. 

"And generally I agree with 
the aims, goals and methods 
of the John Birch Society. 
There are exceptions. . . ." 
Mr. MacLeod then proceeded 
to explain his position at 
length, first on conservatism 
and then on the John Birch 
Society. He also wove in bits 
and pieces of persona! experi- 
ence in the past 60 -some years 
to flesh out the profile of a 
successful, well-to-do manu- 
facturer who is dividing his 
retirement between managing 
a farm and fighting a personal 
crusade against communism. 

His basic .position was sim- 
ply stated: "As a result of the 
things that have happened, in 
tLiisf country lately, the moral 
fibe: of the people has bfcen 
weakened: most people neve 
bee (me dependent on the <|en- 

tral government fti Washing- 
ton." 




8 t F ^""_r! Yarr 1 e? it's hard to 
get anyone to worl- f T Jnmu» 
ployment is high in Rhode Is- 
land but at TO I have to do 
all the chores here myself." 
He gestured at the farm 
buildings beyond the house. 

"People prefer to be on re- 
lief; they feel that they can 
get money from the state or 
the federal government, so 
why worry or work?" 

Asked if it were possible, 
that bis wages were too low, 
Mr. MacUod replied: "Well, 
compared to working in a 
factory, yes. But in addition 
to a cash wage I offer shelter, 
heat, light, food and laundry. 
The cash wage is all clear. 
But I can't get anyone." 

From that starting point 
Mr. MacLeod went on to ex- 
plain point by point his op- 
position to: social security, 
Liberals, world government, 
foreign aid, the United Na- 
tions, civil rights nationally 
imposed, and fair housing 
laws. 

And having explained his 
views he summed them up by 
saying that he opposed the 
centralization of government 
and the concentration of 
power in a central govern- 
ment. 

"They want to tell us," he 
said, "what we can have for 
breakfast." 

Specifically this is what he 
said on those subjects: 

n ~_i security: "I don't 



__, it, but it .ihfllllti be 



carried out by private m^u S -_ 
try The General Electric Co., 
for instance, had already 
started such a plan when the 
government started its pro- 
gram and they gave it up. 
The advantage of it. is me 
lower costs. TheWnunent 
plan is terribly* expensive. 
And in addition tlfe funds f 
ing into a private*^ would 
be available for industry s use 
._for developing more prod- 
ucts and more jobs." ' 

Liberals: "I fear Liber- 
al' attitudes and acts more 
than the Communist conspir- 
acy I feel they support 
world government and oppose 
nationalism and this helps the 
Communists put it over us. 
Manv well known Liberals 
parrot statements put. out by 
the Communist Party in the 
Dailv Worker, such as the 
statement that, the "danger 
i« from without and not from 
withm.' In my book this is 
an atomic falsehood, aid 
mv authority for this is J. 
Edgaif Hoover. Our great st 
dan* J is from within." 
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den co for it — that there is a 
group apart from the Com- 
munists which advocates 
world government and which 
will eventually fight Commu- 
nists for it. I don't believe 
in world government. One of 
my major concerns is that it 
would mean a cut in the 
American standard of living 
and I see no reason to take 
such a cut. The other is that 
it would mean the end of the 
free enterprise system." 

Foreign aid: "I'm not 
against the entire concept of 
foreign aid; if we can help in 
raising the standard of liv- 
ing, good. But in too many 
cases it's going into arma- 
ments and into the pockets 
of politicians. I say cut it 
off. Help, yes, but waste, no. 
Some two billions of dollars 
have gone to Tito but if there 
were a war he'd fight against 
us and use the weapons our 
money has purchased. The 
Marshall Plan was good at 
first, but after the need for 
it was over we continued to 
force it on them." 

United Nations: "I can't 
see any use in it; all it has 
done is promote conflict. It 
has also led to our Supreme 
Court basing its decisions on 
the Charter of Human Rights 
rather than on the United 
States Constitution. Treaty 
Law, you know, takes prece- 
dence over the Constitution 
and being a member of the 
UN means we are ruled by 
Treaty Law rather than the 
Constitution. We should get 
out." 

Civil Rights: "I'm opposed 
to the imposition of a Civil 
Rights code by the federal 
government. I'm sympathetic 
to the South; they were hin- 
dlinl the Negro problem lin 
the lest way, through a nlt- 
uralJevolution." ? 

Wmr Housing': "I'm oppoged 
to t$te fair housing tegisla- 



t s s ivajmiaj use it denies th e 
right of a property owner to 
dispose of his property as he 
wishes." 

With regard to the Birch 
Society — which in general 
opposes the same things- 
Mr. MacLeod expressed ac- 
cord with most of its stands 
with two exceptions: the 
widely circulated accusation 
of the Birch Society's 
founder, Robert Welch, that 
former President Eisenhower 
was a Communist; and the 
Birch campaign to impeach 
Earl Warren, chief justice of 
the U.S. Supreme Court. 

On the accusation that 
President Eisenhower was a 
Communist, Mr. MacLeod 
said he didn't believe that 
Mr. Welch ever meant that 
Mr. Eisenhower belonged to 
the Communist Party, but 
"only that there was evidence 
pointing to it." 

-As to the- campaign against 
Chief Justice Warre/i, Mr. 
MacLeod said "I don't agree 
with that campaign at all. I 
don't think it can. be done, 
and I don't think that Bob 
Welch thinks it can be done. 
He wants to focus attention 
on the fact that we're ruled 
by Treaty Law rather than 
the U.S. Constitution." 

But otherwise Mr. Mac- 
Leod is willing to go along 
with the John Birch Society, 
"I'm not one of the found- 
ers," he said, "but I joined 
in 1959 shortly after Bob 
Welch founded it. I'm not a 
member of the council nor of 
the executive committee. I 
am a member of the home 
chapter, which inchides many 
John Birch members who 
have no local chapter." 

Asked to comment on 
charges that the "rightist" 
groups were prone to take 
short-cuts that violate con- 
stitutional liberties and that 
they are frequently accused 
of having fascist tendencies, 
Mr. MacLeod said those 
charges are not true. 

"The Birch Society is not 
taking any short cuts that I 
know of," he said. 

"My idea of a 'rightist' is 
one who upholds the Consti- 
tution; if the extreme right- 
tj&scists I wjoTild not 



Mr. MacLeod "'»- ■■ g|— 
as ked his vie ws of the Tare 
Senator McCarthy, a spbkes- 



Since then he has been 

man- for 7h77ar* right* anj a "~ ! ** d * iia£ Communism^and try- 

i»ml»).«« -„4i./£ 2*1* ™S to work agamsrR****^ 

"But it's frustrating, Peo- 
ple begin to think you're a 
fanatic, that you're overdoing 



n|ftn -.whose anti-Conmlunist 
tactics became a national 
issue and led the United 
States Senate to publicly cen- 
sor him. . .,, , 

"I admit that he made 
statements he shouldn't have 
made," Mr. MacLeod said, 
"but I thank God for Senator 
McCarthy. I think he did a 
lot more good than harm. I 
don't condone the destruction 
of people's reputations, but 
you must remember that cer- 
tain newspapers in New York 
state which fought him have 
since acknowledged that they 
were wrong and Senator 
Flanders wJio was chaintan 
of the cenjoring committee 
has since told me that it was 



one of the worst mistakes, he 
made." j 

Mr. Macleod also 
tioned the *fotinutemen," -*n 



;es,he 
m«n- 



organization centered in 
California whose membe*s are 
preparing themselves to fight 
guerrilla warfare if the Unit- 
ed States is fever conquered. 
"That's gajig too far." Mr.. 
MacLeod sail. 

As to Communism, which, 
according to the Birch ;So- 
ciety, is the moving fflfpei be- 
hind the nation's welflWe'&nd 
Civil Rights legislation and 
its policies and activities 
abroad. Mr. MacLeod said 
that he has been fighting it 
since 1927. 

At that time, he said, he 
was serving as Rhode Island 
chairman of National Defense 
Week and ran into trouble 
with a group called the "Com- 
mittee Against Militarism." 
Mr. MacLeod sugg ested jjthafr 
this was a ColBMMui."* 
in S p h a mo vement. 



^HPP&'the exception of help- 
i6gf3& organize the Providence 
Chapter of the John Birch So- 
ciety by providing the names 
of possible members, Mr. Mac- 
Leod has not been active in 
the John Birch movemeat, 
and doesn't plan to because of 
the distance from Kenyon to 
Providence. 

"But I probably would be 
if there were a chapter in 
South County. There is none 
now and nothing is being 
done to organize one, but 
there's good material' for it 
down here," 

Throughout the interview 
Mr. MacLeod punctuated his' 
comments with references to 
his past which to some de- 
gree explains the views he 
holds today. 

"I always had to work 
hard," he said. '"And it 
didn't hurt me at all." 

"I had a degree from M.I.T. 
but I didn't think I had 
enough practical experience. 
So I went to work at Brown 
& Sharpe's at 18 cents an 
hour." 

In 1916 he joined his father 
in what became the Abrasive 
Machine Tool Co. "We had to 
scratch to keep going, even 
doing automobile repairs at 
one point. But we survived." 

He said that from the 
firm's founding to its liquida- 
tion two years ago, ''There 
was never a walkout, a slow 
down or a strike." - 

"We treated our men fair 
and they treated us fair, and 
one of the proudest days I've 
i known was when several 
workers told me after 
company closed ! that 
minute they 15e*nSptt§d 
Abrasive Machine l $bi$F 'they 
v ^ v ,, t fe Se tQ'-. ; g$t '.'.another 
job." ■■ -■■ i 'T- 
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Birch Society Not 
Secret Nor Sinister- 



Continued from Page One 

natics. Its chapter meetings 
are decidedly unsensational. 

It cannot, however, he dis- 
missed lightly. In its philoso- 
phy, its membership and its 
sii'ong financial condition the 
John Birch society is a po- 
tentially powerful force that 
could have a definite Impact 
on the American scene. 

At first glance this wouldn't 
seem to be the case. 

My first glance was ob- 
tained last May in Belmont, 
Mass., where I was invited 
into the brighr > tastefully fur- 
nished headquarters which 
•were, most appropriatley, 
paneled in birch. 

I had gone there at the in- 
vitation of Mary F. White, 
who signed herself as a per- 
sonal assistant to ' Robert 
Welch, the wealthy candy 
manufacturer who has turned 
away from making candy and 
money to devote himself to 
fighting Communists and 
"Comsymps," the John Birch 
word for those who appear — 
to the society — to be in 
league or in sympathy with 
Communis Is. 

On hand to greet me was a 
* Mr. McKinney, a soft spo- 
ken, serious young man, well 
dressed, articulate, and per- 
suasive. Briefly, and with ob- 
vious conviction, he outlined 
the purposes of the society 
and suggested that I buy — for 
52— the "Blue Book,'' and 
then, if interested, call back. 

Mr. McKinney said that the 
activity of the society in- 
cluded reading certain books, 
pamlhlets, periodicals — lopies 
of wfiich he produced aid of- 
fered to me at the goinarates 
. : j&Kfiii then spreading m$ in- 
Iprchaition contained* th thetti. 
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tions were for joining ihe 
society, he said: "Jus! be in- 
terested." 

My second glance came 
about two weeks later at 
the home of Dr. Robert 
Goodwin in South Dart- 
mouth, just outside of New 
Bedford. 

In the meantime, I had 
read "The Blue Book," a 174- 
page transcript of the two- 
day speech 'given by Mr, 
Welch in Indianapolis Dec. 9. 
1958, when the society was 
founded. 

I had also sampled from 
the John Birch reading list: 
"Nine Men Against America," 
a book tracing what the au- 
thor says was the gradual 
capture by Communism of the 
U.S. Supreme Court and the 
court's subsequent betrayal 
of the country,, 

I read also such pamphlets 
as "I saw Poland Betrayed," 
"A Businessman Looks at 
Communism." "The Differ- 
ences Between a Democracy 
And a Republic," and "An 
Open Let tor to Sen. Mc- 
Carthy's Child." 

And finally I had called 
the Eireh headquarters and 
said, yes, I was definitely in- 
terested in learning more 
about (he society. 

Dr. Goodwin's house is set 
on sloping spacious grounds 
that run down to a hay. It's 
a large house with huge 
open beams, a great fireplace, 
bookshelves and a small table 
stacked with the bulletins, 
p amphlets, and booj£fi_sillw 
puTouTby or recommended 
by the Birch Soci ety. '.'■ *,f. 



that char n-,i.ng_se» ins 
about ~Tt me» and women 
murmured a si * :it prayer, 
acknowledged the introduc- 
tions, signed a membership 
list, paid dues ard sat down 
to fight ccmmuB-m, 

The first step was to read 
the monthly buHeUn put out 
by Robert Welch, a bulletin 
that begins with a quotation, 
carries comments from the 
founder, and then outlines the 
agenda for the m;nth. 

At that partitAilar meet- 
ing the agenda - which is 
«et by Mr. Welch and handeA 
to members to carry out — 
stressed the nee! to show 
"Operation Abolition," a film 
on student riots at hearings 
conducted by the House un- 
American activities com- 
mittee, and "Communism On 
TJie Map," a him strip on the 
spread of Communism 
throughout the wirkl. 

Th# agenda .also suggested 
that ietters of enenuragement 
be s*t to Gen. Ed * in Wiiker 
who* had just been olisted 
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frQ**t L^Tommand in Ger- 
many for pushing far right 
views onto his troops. 

And most important of all, 
it urged members to knuckle 
down and get signatures on a 
petition to oust Earl Warren, 
the chief justice of the U.S. 
Supreme Court, who, the so- 
ciety alleges, has been largely 
responsible for court decisions 
in favor of Communism. 

With the reading of the 
agenda, two coordinators 
I'rom Belmont arrived, one a 
man named Tom Hill and the 
other a new coordinator 
named Ken Dennison who 
was to work with the New 
Bedford chapter. 

Their arrival signaled the 
start of a discussion and ques- 
tion period. 

One lady said that she un- 
derstood that the President 
doesn't see all of his mail and 
so what goud is it for mem- 
bers to write to him concern- 
ing issues. Mr. Hi]] said that 
it's the amount of the mail 
ihat counts, and that mem- 
bers should write anyway. 

He emphasized that mem- 
bers should write individually, 
not as a member of the so- 
ciety. 

Another lady asked if the 
society was going to oppose 
President Kennedy's meeting 
with Nikita Khrushchev. Mr. 
Hill said no position had been 
taken on that yet. 

A man who identified, him- 
self as a teacher held up a 
book called "The Spirit, of 
Democracy," apparently a 
school text. He said that in 
the book the word "democ- 
racy" was mentioned 30 or 
40 .times and the word "re- 
pull ic" was mentioned once. 

rhe book, he said, should 
ber'reviewed," in the light of 




Norman D. MacLeod 

the Birch Society's insistence 
that the United States is a 
republic not a democracy and 
that attempts to make it a 
democracy is part of the 
"conspiracy." 

Another man told the 
members and the coordina- 
tors of "hostility" he had on- 
countered during a showing 
of "Operation Abolition." He 
quoted someone who opposed 
the showing of the film as 
saying, "It's all right; we'll 
take over in 10 years any- 
way.'' 

One member also told of 
his experiences in showing 
"Operation Abolition." He 
said that the New Bedford 
chapter after receiving one 
print of the film had shown 
it 49 times and that it was 
booked up solid. 

Mr. Hill then took the floor 
to inform the group that the 



wave of adverse .^P ublicity 
that had just swept across 
the ^country concerning the 
BircX Society had "boomer- 
angei)*" 

"We're getting 500 to 600 

letter* , : a day and we've 

mailMsqmt, nearly 2,000 copies 

of ti**J$iue Book in the past 

'■"'■ two. we#;s." 

Mr. Hfal also recommended 
that meters watch "Open 
End," t-ii.-' television program 
and "Mmt the Press," on the 
following: night to, see Mr. 
Welch's .interviews* 

He also had a warning for 
members: Watch out, he told 
them, for a bogus copy of 
"Operation Abolition," which 
was b*ing circulated by the 
American Civil Liberties Un- 
ion, a group which the Birch- 
era '-.consider to be Commu- 
nist-r un> 

The last item on the pro- 
gram was a 45-minute taped 
speech made by Prof, Revilo 
P. Oliver of the University of 
Illinois. The speech by Pro- 
fessor Oliver was an impas- 
sioned outline of how the 
Communist underground had 
received orders to discredit 
the John Birch Society and 
had, through its domination 
of the press, set that cam- 
paign into motion. 

Professor Oliver particu- 
larly mentioned a national 
news magazine which he 
christened "Slime Magazine," 
as being in on the plot to 
destroy the John Birch move- 
ment. 

The speech ended with a 
dramatic warning that in 
Communist files "every mem- 
ber of tbe John Birch Society 
is mafiefl for a horrible 
death." ; 1 

Then je^ne coffee anl the 
me^tMHks over.. " : .1 
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1 Defense Of 
iireh Society 

Editor of the Star: 

It seems to be the fashion these 
days to criticize right - wing . 
groups, and the recent articles on 
the editorial page of the Star fol-' 
4ow such a long .series of writings : 
in the national press that the main , 
elements ^ ilia message should; 
by this time be familiar to every 
serious reader. What may be start- 
ling, however, is the thought that 
the accuracy of many of these re- 
ports leaves something to be de- 
sired. 

Since, as in the Star articles, the' 
j ;r-'i>-v usually selected as typical 
:.t ixrA inspiration for these right- 1 
\~,. i-^V/Vp 01 . ih t\w John Birch Soci- 
ety ;i-vrr t though it is younger 
ihr. - Ai.Ti-.>: of the groups which are 
-,•.:'- w- "follow the Birch party 
J-, ■ i ' would like to make some 
_v. .-wiLjns about this group. 

.-.,.' iigh [ am not a member of 
the John Birch Society, or any. 
similar organization, {nor do I in-t 
tend to join next week!), I have, 
during the last three years, read, 
many of 'the monthly bulletins sent 
by the Society to its members and. 
also familiarized myself with much 
of its recommended reading ma-^ 
terial. , I 

In addition, I am well acquaint-] 
ed with several members of a near- 1 
by chapter of the Society, as well J 
jjas with the Chapter Leader, who' 
is also member of its national 
Council. Besides this, I have been. 
j present as a visitor at occasional 
meetings of the nearby local chap- 
ter. 

Firsthand information, there- 
fore, enables me to say that sev- 
eral of the charges and implica- 
tions made in the local and na- 
tional " press are, simply NOT 
TRUE. 

A few of the widely circulated, 
although false, criticisms are: 

(1) That the JBS. is a, "hate 
group" similar to all groups based j 
on racial and religious animosities'.] 

(2) That candidates, for admis-j 
sion are required to give assent; 
to a detailed list of charges re-'. 

' yarding the leftist sympathies of 
•cr.i' ?nt people, and that all the 
* >.-ih s unqustionably . aecept. 
:t,-^ ...targes as- true. . **=—=*?■- 1 



(3) That all i^mbm:*., of the ■ 
JBS are expected to conscientious- 
ly exert themselves to ferret out 
secret Communist sympathizers \ in 
community organizations. 

(4) That members are obliged 
faithfully to perform all assign- 
ments given them from above, 
without question. 

As indicative of the erroneous 
nature of the preceding state- 
ments, please consider the follow- 
ing: , - . 

(1) In all the monthly bulletins, 
AMERICAN OPINION maga- 
zines, and books from the "approv- 
ed list" which I have read, and in 
all my contacts with individual 
members of the JBS, I have not 
come upon one single word of cri- 
ticism of Negroes, Catholics, Jews, 
or any minority group, nor have I 
encountered any approving men- 
tion of any- organization's criti- 
cism of such people. In fact, mem- 
bers of these minorities, together 
with native-born white Protest- 
ants, belong to chapters of the 
> JBS both in New England and 
n elsewhere. r ■ 

j (2) Applicants for membership 
[ need affirm no "Credo," accept no 
"blacklist." Indeed, mar/ current 
members do not regard as Com- 
munists any number of individuals 
whom the JBS is charged as call- 
ing such. In the bulletin for Octo- 
ber, 1961, following the usual en- 
couragement to recruit new mem- 
bers for the Society, the following 
words appeared: "As r-.".ways . . . 
we repeat and emphasize that 
simply being anti-Communist . . . 
is not sufficient qualification for 
membership. We must have asso- 
ciated with us . . . only men and 
women of good will, good charac- 
ter, good conscience and religious 
ideals." Such, then, are the re- 1 " 
quirements for membership. i 

(3), The members of the. JBS 
with whom I am personally ac- 
quainted are some of the kindest, 
most helpful and friendliest peo- 
ple on this earth. Far from be- 
ing hot-headed, narrow-minded 
bigots who support only "reaction- 
ary" activities, they are also busy 
making costumes for school plays 
and actively helping with chil- 
dren's church and Bible School pro- 
grams. What about P.T.A.'s? 
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, Instead of hunting for Commun- 
ists, these people are busy work- 
ing on refreshments. None has ev- 
er been instructed to "poke a- 
round in Rotary Cuibs" or any lo-. 
cal organization "to expose secret 
pinkos," or to spy on his. neigh- 
bor. « =» 

At any rate, very few activities 
on the local scene are recommend- 
ed to members, and those local pro- 
jects;' which are suggested in the 
monthly bulletin are never con-.i 
cerned with denunciations or elim- | 



inations of any kind, but rather 
with assuring freedom of expres- 
sion and accurate dissemination 
of^ information for the consrvative 
point of view as well as others. 

(4) The suggested activities in 
these monthly bulletins are by no 
means intended as orders from a- 
bOve. A quote from the December, 
1&81, bulletin, direct from the pen 
of Robert Welch, suffices': "It is 
most appropriate, in this closing 
bulletin of the year, for us to re- 
peat once again our standing ad- 
monition: Never carry out any of) 
our requests, nor do anything 'for 
the John Birch Sm-iety, that is'con- 
tiiary to your .,,vn judgment or: 
cOnscieniv. 

We hope t'it,.t you \:il: agree 
with most of ihe suggestion* on 
our monthly agenda, r.:iil carry 
them out faithfully to tlu- V-.st of 
your ability, so that ^e ^ ■. have 
the huge benefit and gj • y in- 
creased effectiveness of ._-.>!!,. ,-rted 
action. But if we ask unyiiv'-.g of 
which your conscience does i, -i ap- 
prove, ignore it in your ru-uons.. 
and tell us about it if you \-i-\h. 

Just remember that among any 
thousand of our members , . 
there will be one thousand ihfU.- ■-; 
ent views on some things, »*r,v. :t< 
least one dissenting view on at 
thousand things. We do t :'.<.> best' 
we can with this always in ■Uiiui." 

Does that sound like ty.^:.ny? 
Surely any organization ho!--?i\;; <n 
accomplishing anything at -ii i ri'v, 
to direct and coordinate the act:- ; 
vities of irs .uembers. 

In closing, the following food 
for thought. Whatever one may 
think o." i-ie John Birch Society, 
one mu. ■ admit that, of all those 
disturbed by its ■ activities, the 
Communists have protested the 
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Almost every issue of th^fe pa- 
per, The Worker, during I^Hast 
six months of 1961 contained^m at- 
tack on the society somewhere in 
its pages. Also, let those who fear 
subversion from the right contrast 
the number of members of right- 
ist organizations who are in posi- 
tions of national influence with the 
number of members of leftist 
groups in such positions. 

And, finally, let those who con- 
sider the whole idea of an internal 
danger from Communism to be ri- 
[dieulous ponder these words of 
\ PVtt Director J. Edgar Hoover: "It 
Ijis appalling that some members of 
jjour society continue to deplore and 
! criticize those who stress the Con-. 
fmunist danger. What these mis-; 
■guided 'authorities' fail to realize 
is that the Ccmmunist Party, U. S. 
A,, is an integral part of the in- 
ternational Communism.' • , ; 
"As the world-wide menace" be- 
comes more powerful, the various 
Communist Parties assume a more 
dangerous and sinister role in the 
counties in which they, are en- 
trenched. Public indifference to this; 
threat is tantamount -to national 

suicide.'* • 

* ; . ' '- Mrs. Arthur I. McRae 

204 Pond Street 



In Reply 

Mrs. McRae 



F-t Note: All statements con-- 
?i .■>' ig the John Birch Society, 
: <-li 'i: recent "Notebook" articles 
> .: 'Fm aversion from the Right" { 
can be easily documented with di- 
rect quotations from Mr. Robert 
Welch's three major works: "The 
Politician," "The John Birch Blue 
Book," and the Birch "White 
Book," which is composed largely 
of the society's monthly bulletins. 
,A much easier way to get a bead' 
^n the Birch pathology, however,' 
is to read Gene Grove's. "Inside the- 
John Birch Society," which as the 
.Star indicated in its review, is bas- 
ed, almost exclusively on . direct 
quotations from Birchist litera-' 
ture. , 

One important point: To deplore 
the totalitarian techniques' of the 
Birchers is not to deride the dan-, 
gers of internal Communist sub-^ 
version as "ridiculous." This dan- ', 
ger exists, but the Star is convinc- 
ed that an alert F.B.I,, Congress, 
; Executive, and Judicial system 
have successfully checked this sub- 
version: In fact the defeat and 
withdrawal of both American Com- 
munists and Socialists in the face 
'.of the success of the ; American 
economy are among the' outstand- 
ing and dramatic facts of; recent 
American history, _ \<f=? — i ^ f **. I J 



u^ -NEITHER EXTREME 

We cannot make this point too 

clearly or too often: The Star does j 

not believe that in order to fight' 

the tyranny of the 'Left, we have 

to embrace ah equally « obnoxious 

and equally un-American tyranny 

I of the Right. Totalitarianism of 

| whatever hue is inimical to the 

American system of Constitutional 

law and liberty. Hitler,' after all, 

1 was stridently anti-Communist. 

But what Hitler was for was at 

least as toxic as what he was 

against, and millions of American 

bovs died because it was. 

The Star is convinced that 11 tne 
objectives of the Birchers and re- 
lated Right Wing extremists were 
realized, America would find its li- 
berties destroyed in a totalitarian 
state in which all dissent against] 
official viewpoints would be equat-. 
ed with disloyalty, and all reform 
equated with Communism.. 

Nor can the Star easily accept 
such ugly ant? libellous Birch So- 
ciety charges as its insistence that 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
was "a dedicated, conscious agent 
of the Communist conspiracy" and 
knowingly served this cause all his 
adult life. Such charges represent 
an alarming imbalance and hyste- 
ria which, if they are ever per- 
mitted to govern American, life 
would mean the end of our Repub- 
lic. - : 
Anyone who fails to deal with 



the Birch Society in terms of such 
charges is simply not dealing with 
its ugly and subvei\*:vt! realities. 
No apologetic?, no attempt to pic- 
ture the Birch Society as a sane 
and loyal anti-Communist group 
can obscure the fact that it has 
made and continues to make such 
c.harge s every day. 

4f" HOOVER IN WARMING 

Our correspondent invokes John 
Edgar Hoover, director of the F. 
B. L, to - support her view. 

We, too, would like to quote Mr. 
Hoover, on page 21)0 of the paper- 
back edition of his too-little-read 
"Masters of Deceit," which deals 
with the Communist conspiracy. 
On page 200 of this book, Mr, 
Hoover says:. "As we have seen, 
identifying Communists is not 
easy. They are trained in deceit 
and trickery and use every form 
of camouflage and dishonesty to 
advance their cause. For this rea- 
son, we must be absolutely certain 
;that our fight is waged with full 
('regard for the historic liberties of 
this great nation. This is the fun- 
damental promise of any attack 
against ContnuiniKin. 
j "Too otto:),"' J. Edgar Hoover 
| adds, "i have sep-i such cases 
'where loyal and patriotic, but mis- 
guide 'i Americans . ave' thought 
.they were fighting Communism by 
.slapping the label of 'Red* or 'Com- 
munist' on anyone who happened 
to be different from them, oi\ to 
have ideas with which lUey did not 
agree. Smears, chu racier assas- 
sinations, and the scattering of ir- 
responsible charges havu no place 
in this nation. They c.cate divi- 
sions, suspicions, and distrust 
among loyal Americans . . . just 
what the Communists wa.it . . . 
and hinder rather than aid the 
fight against Communis:;!." 
."' ■' ' '. ,*.-=—==• (P.W.S.) 
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SUBVERSION FROM 
THE RIGHT 

— ?rt One — The Birchers 
By WILSON SULLIVAN 

'itc^;:s cr.ly $i,OG0 tor a lifetime membership in 
*'ne John Birch Society, or $24 a year. That is, if 
they'll let you in. 

Thcr-? arc; certain little qualifications for admis- 
sion, Y-iU'vs gt&c to believe, for example, that Dwight 
Eisenhower is '■*, dedicated, conscious agent of the 
Communist conspiracy," and that Dulles" was, too. 
You've got -to sec Chief Justice Earl Warren as an 
ill-disguised pinko trying to realize Abraham Lin-, 
coin's ambition to destroy the Constitution, and 
Nelson Rockefeller and Henry Cabot Lodge as ser- 
vants of the Kremlin. It also helps if you view so- 
cial security as a Marxist plot and agree with 
Birch chieftain Welch that the late U.N. Secretary- 
General Dag Hammarskjold was "one of the most 
contemptible agents of ithe Kremlin ever to be sup- 
ported by the American taxpayer." In short, you've 
;ot to believe that everyone but the Birchers is 
dher hell-bent for Communist tyranny, or just 
-.tupid. 

Founded in late 195& by ex-candy man Robert H. 
Welch, Jr., the 28-30,000-member Birch Society is' 
headquartered in Belmont, where a staff of 41 plus 
a roving elite of coordinators land a yearly payroll 
of well over one-half million dollars. The Birchers 
*>pend a cool $16,000 per month on postage to pitch 
their message to the ignorant world. And despite 
-actual exposure, proper ridicule, and denunciation 
.k'om leading American statesmen and clergymen, 
. -eluding former President Eisenhower, Mr. Nixon, 
-..id Atty. Gen. Kennedy the Birchers continue their 
-cckless dance with national security and sanity. 



^V -.at do (the Birchers believe ? How are they or- 
ga-....jd? What do they hope to do? Reliable an- 
sv'iri to these questions are provided by journalist 
Gene Grove in the Gold Medal paperback, "Inside 
the John Birch x-ciety," based almost entirely on 
excerpts from i,..;-, Welch's publications.' 

(1) Wha' T fi..v ; Believe: Birchers are persuaded 
that the v •. .-..r.fcer to America does not come from 
Russia, \;. .:r;« Moscow wouldn't dare attack us. 
They . ..i .-'-.:.- military preparation, therefore, as 
a Reu .* . ". ,'.. make us broke. Our real enemy, they 
say, is our *,-o\v.rr.:Ttent. For example, Ike, Bossed by 
Brother Milton, hi:> "party superior," they insist, 
- Ike is guilty of "knowingly accepting and abiding 1 
by Communist orders, and consciously serving the. 
Communist conspiracy for all his adult life." Welch 
says that while F.D.R. served Communist' causes 
unwittingly and Truman wittingly, Ike was the 
first actual Communist to be President. 

For Welch and the Birchers, even J. Edgar Hoov- 
er is falling down on his job- by permitting 30 active 
Red spy rings in the U.S. Birchers view such re- 
forms as the minimum wage law and social security 
aa^-Red. plots to ease us into a police state. Th ey see 
foreign aid as another Red itrick to make us~gcT 
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broke, and, the U.N. as^Vioax to establish a Red 
world government- They insist that our Ptvtesi^r.^ 
clergy is riddled with Reds corrupting ancient dog- 
mas into a pink social gospel. The Communists, 
they say, control' 50 per cent of the U.S.A. and 
most of the world, save for a few strongholds of * 
liberty like Franco Spain and South Africa. 

(2) How They Are Organized: The Birch Society, , 
Welch says, must be subject to "completely authori- ■ 
tative control at all levels." It is, in short, a totali-' 
tariar structure in which orders from the top are 
executed uncritically by *he' members, below. For 
Robert Welch, democracy id "merely a deceptive 
phrase,. ..a perennial fraud.'* When reminded that 
his Society is organized aV:-nj, r Leninist lines, Welch 
has indicated willingness "so cu'aw on all successful 
human experience in organizational matters..." 

(3) What They Hope To D0: Welch has said that , 
given one million hard-core Birchers under his com- 
mand, he would take more heroic action. Pending 
the Deliverance, however, Birchers pursue such oh- . 
jectives as impeaching Ear' Warren; getting control 
of P.T.A.'s; withdrawing recognition of the U.S.S.R.; 
poking around in Rotary Clubs to expose secret 
pinkos; supporting Goldwater for President; fight- 
ing Nixon Republicanism; or backing Southern se- 
gregation as a bastion of state's rights.' Their ob- 
jective, of course, is to discredit all ideas but their 
own as overtly or covertly' Red. Among their favor- 
ite techniques are trying 10 cast doubt on the pa- 
triotism of local clergymen; attempting to intimi- 
date local librarians by implying or charging that 
their library holdings favor the "Red" point of 

-view; or organizing local letter-to-the-editor cam- 
paigns in which they seek to identify all dissent as 
disloyal. .«», « 1 10frf 
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SUBVERSION FROM A 
THE RIGHT 

t" " 1 1 Two — The F ringers 

By WILSON SULLIVAN 

If !r< Birchers arc the best publicized corps of 
our K;n;ical Right, they are by no means lonely. The 
U.S. n*s some I.t'OO Right Wing extremist groups, 
"whose concerns range from the treasonous purchase 
of Soviet peat moss to ,the realization of Hitler's 
plan to kill all Jews. Well-financed by far-out in- 
dustrialists, they exert influence not only in their 
own ranks and in Congress, but in a litany of hate 
published from sea to sea. In the tradition of the 
Ku Klux Klan, they rage alternately anti-Catholic, 
anti-Jewish, and anti-Negro, with one seasonal re- 
finement. Their hatreds are now peddled under the 
banner of anti-Communism. Their technique, of 
course: invoking a legitimate cause to cloak evil, 
ones. 

Following the Birch party line, the fellow-travel- 
ling right-wing fringers charge that negotiation is 
appeasement, that both the Catholic and Protestant 
clergy are riddled with Reds, that the income, tax is 
a Marxist trick, and that the Vatican and /or Jew- 
ish merchants are taking over the world. Represen- 
tative Fringers ..re: 

(1) The American Nazi Party. Bossed by George 
Rockwell, this crowd is headquartered in Arlington, 
Va. In their guarded offices four candles burn be- ■ 
fore a bronze bust of Hitler, flanked by Nazi flags, 
wind Old Glory. Between "Sieg Heils" these home- 

- -own fascists defend Hitler's actions in World War 
I publicize the slogan "This Time the World," and 
.,:u persuaded that "Jewish traitors" are "gnawing 
■ way at the foundation of our White Christian 
. American Republic." 

(2) The Minutemen: Centered in Missouri, these 
'»->ys say "poof" on the world of ideas, except when 

nay plan to purge local textbooks for Red slants. 
Guns and secret guerilla (training are their answers 
to a difficult world. They're ready for the. big Red 
invasion, 80 4i ;,ji mortars poised against the H-bomb, 

(3) Gera;i '*-. K. Smith, Inc. In the "Cross and 
the Flag" .;■_:•.•-■, 209,408) and available halls, this 
profession " . JV.v-hater blasts integration as the road 
fto "BiHCK v.a*. tyranny" and chides the Birchers* 
"sj/j-h-pol'sh-nji"' failure, thus far, to fight openly 
what Smi(.A says is a joint plot of New York and 
Moscow Jews to run the world. 

(4) The Christian Anti-Communist Crusade: Ruled 
by Australian born Fred Schwarz, this way-out 
band enlists Linda Darnell to help convince Ameri- ' 
cans that Bolshoi Ballet appearances in the U.S. 
are Red plots. Predicting a Kremlin takeover here 

, in ten years, this group prefers no world to "one," 
invoking the name of Jesus to- support preventive 
war. Comparable groups are the Rev. Billy Hargis' 
"Christian Crusade," "The National Indignation Con- 
vention" and "The National Education Program;" 
nice names, nasty business. All of these groups, in 
varying degrees, tend to unite in admiration for 
Mr, Barry Goldwater, without whom, Fulton Lewis, 
Jr. .assures, us, "the whole movement , w ould sli p, 
back (fiic)~into the' mud."- v . .... : o-«— —- 
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, --vmlysts agree that Right Wing extremists arc ',,..,' 
spawned or nourished by the 'frustrations of the ' '' ' ' 
Cc!.i War.' 'Baffle'"" „ 1 'angered by events, they ' ' 
flail out with simple o;ir ons, easy slogans, and ' 
convenient scapegoats to explain away evils, thus 
evading their. own guiit and responsibility. Sincere ' 

1 Americans join such groups to help save the nation, . 
unaware that these very extremists endanger Ameri- • 
ca as much as Commun sm does, by sowing disunity 
through fear, hate and suspicion. Dedicated to de- 
feating the tyranny o: the Left they embrace an 

■ equally tyrannical Rig r it. Affirming their love of 
*the Constitution, ithey r;elp subvert the very liber- 
ties on which this Constitution rests. Showing scant 
faith jr, America's ab Hty to compete with the 
U.S.S.R., the Birchers and Fringers pursue goals 
which, if realized, wou'.I turn our Republic into a 

. totalitarian state. 

The subversion of o-r -.Remib'ic by Loft Wing 
extremists is all too cle v. TU subversion from .xhc 
Right is not so clear. I *e ityranny, whether of the 
Left or Right, is still t/ranny, still inimical to the 
American system. Bircli;rs and Fringers and their 
more respectable, spokesmen in Congress and in 

. news media should be exposed no less than the Com- 
munists for the un-Ann: rican subversives they arc. 
Neither Communist nor 3ircher has any place in a 
republic of laws. The vi; tory of either group would 
mean the end of liberty and justice for anyone but 
their leaders. If we keep our wits about us, he!p 
free the world of the hur:ge,r and .tyranny on which 

* Communism feeds, and regain tr.re tr. our own 

1 Revolution, there is litt * evidence that either the , 
^■iBirohers or the Commurists will govern the land. / 

. >T ~~ ! — M^m 1 8 1 95,2 
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Mr* J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, F.B.I, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr* Hoover: 
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I am enclosing clips of my recent articles in The '"Winchester (Mas3.) Star 
on "Subversion Prom the Right, "which, of course, affect you directly. I 
cannot accept the Birchers 1 implication that through inefficiency you 
have permitted 30 active Red spy rings to operate in this country. 

It seems to me that we are in a rather bad national fix when even you 
are charged with being "soft on Communism" inthis sense, and Dwight Eisen- 
hower and John Foster Dulles are called out and out Reds. 

It seems to the Star that the Birchers and related Right Wing extremists 
like those indicated in our articles constitute as great a subversion of 
our RepuHLicJas the Communist conspiracy itself* We do not believe that 
Americans must embrace a totalitarianism of the Right in order xc fight 
the totalitarianism of the Left. 

We believe that one of the dramatic facts of recent American history 
is the retreat of both Communists and Socialists in th^face of the 
overwhelming success of $he American system. We a lsa believe that an 
alert F*B»I#, in cooperation with the three branches of our government, 
has the Communist subversion well in hand* 

We want you to know, Mr. Hoover, that we have every confidence in you 
and extend to you every good wish for the future* 

Sincerely yours, 

Wilson Sullivan 
Assistant Editor 
THE WINCHESTER STAR 
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Dear Mr. Sullivan: 
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Your letter of Januery 2ltfe» with 

your consideration in bringing thee* items to my 
attention, 

Thank yoa 4er your expression oi 
confidence la me and in the work of the FBL I 
hone our eiMlesinri irili eontinne to merit vottr 
eupsort and neprotei. faelos«rt is ion« literature 
Oft the general topic of oommunism which may bo 
of interest to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar hooves 
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j Republicans Seek 
To Divorce Welch 

By JAMES RE5TON U* "tr( 

(New York Times News Service) / 

WASHINGTON— The Republican couhter- 
ittack against the violent spokesmen qf the *John 
3irch Society is finally beginning to make progress. 



t This counter-attack is beinf 
by men long identified wit 
anti-Communist and anti-statist 
causes within the Republican 
Party, - who feel that Robert 
Welch, the founder of the John 
Birch Society, is tarnishing the 
conservative movement, betray- 
ing the cause he professes to 
sfrve, and gravely weakening 
, tHe Republican Party. J 

For example the conservative 
weekly, National Review, asseJls 
fliis week in a brilliant leading . 
editorial: "Our opinion is that ' 
Robert Welch is damaging the 
cause of anti-communism. By 
the extravagance of his remarks ■ 
he repels, rather than attracts, 
a great following." 

Distinction Drawn 

Fulton Lewis, Jr., the con- ■ 
ervative radio commentator, 
recently told an anti-Communist 
rally here that the John Bircfe 
ciety was "silly" in waging i 
campaign to impeach Chilf 
Justice Earl Warren and urges , 
his audience to draw a distinc- 
tion between conservative lead- 
ers such as Senator Barry .Gold- 
water and Birchers like Weleh. 
"You're not going to get any- 
tiling more to the right than 
Barry Goldwater, believe me," 
Lewis told a conference called 
by the conservative Washington 
news-letter, Human Events. 

Another prominent conserva- 
tive, Russell Kirk, also said re- 
cently "that Welch was a "like- 
able, honest, courageous, ener- 
getic man" who neverthele°- 
. "by silliness and injustice of ut- 
terance" has become the '"kiss 
•erf death" for any conservative 
enterprise. 

More prominent leaders 4f 
!&.?., fro©., former Pre 

1Mb 



ator Goldwater, have recently ' 
talked privately about this same 
prtblem, so a move is now afoot ' 
to], disassociate Welch and his ' 
kiid from the Republican pa ty. 
f ft a general proposition, fiis 
is an argument that had better 
he . left _to_the_ con servati ves 

ihemselves. But one aspect of 
it may deserve attention elsj- 
ivhere. This is the tendency Hi 
^ome Democratic leaders, ni|t 
to help isolate the Welchers, 
but to identify them as much 
as possible with the Republican 
party. 

But It's Not True 

For example, the chairman 
of the Democratic National 
'Committee, John M. Bailey, re- 
cently said: "The Republican f 
are more and more taking then 
i ideas from the reckless radical! 
of' the far right and echoing 
the efforts of those extreme 
agitators to breed fear and sus- 
picion in our society." 

Much more of this kind of 
thing has been creeping into 
Democratic campaign oratory 
in the congressional districts, 
andut is obviously effective in 
scaring the independent vote 
into the Democratic column. 
The trouble with it is that it 
doesn't happen to be true. 

The Democrats have a large 
enough conservative target to 
shoot at without going to the 
right of Goldwater. The chat- 
man of the Republican Nationkl 
:ommittee, William E. Millf 

tas be«»jgwo!tt&.flip$j" 
try &%$mm& t;Pr%i ; de&t 



nedy should have ordered the"" 
- waJl knocked down in Beriin. 

Bajry Goldwater ' ■ a ' dubious 
about the policies of 1 ■eoHecfive 
secirity overseas a$| . serial 
security at home. Thets *elair 
topics for honest debate, but 
"guilt by association" is no 
more attractive coming from 
the Democrats than it was in 
the past coming from the Re- 
publicans. 

If there is a major political 
problem developing in America 
today it is that the balance of 
power is swinging so heavily 
aglinst the Republican Part;i 
thajt the G.O.P. will nut be abh 
tojmaintain a vigorous opposi 
tidh in Washington or $ th< 
nation. ' * 
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Mrcher, fastor ContestSmi 



GARY KAYAHACHOIAN 

mLLESLEY, Feb. 15— The 
sctman's contest and a bat- 
between Rev. William B. 
Rice and Col Laurence E. 
Bunker, an avowed Birch 
Society member, for a seat on 
the Wellesley Board of Libra- 
ry Trustees, is expected to 
bring out a large turnout at 
the annual election on Mar. 5. 
Zoning changes, parking fa- 
cilities and school additions 
are expected to receive prior- 
|in the Mar. 26 annual town 
pting, which has a warrant 
J3 articles, 
the lone vacancy on the 



Board of Selectmen is being 
sought by Grant H. MacGilliv- 
ray, executive superintendent 
or Dana Hall school here and 
Mrs. 1 Jean G. Bowen, house- 
wife and member of the Plan- 
ning Board. 

Rice is attempting to unseat 
incumbent Col Bunker, who 
has held the post for two 
three-year terms. Bunker 
first ran for trustee at Rice's 
request when the latter 
stepped down from the posi- 
tion because of church activi- 
ties. 

Mrs. Henrietta L. Frost 



sking k reelect! 



also seeklrig k Selection as 
/trustee. 

School committee memi 
■M*s. Clara T, Breck is befig 
ch allenged for reelection 
Warren T. HimmelbergerJ a 
'Natick school teacher. r 



Seeks Aged Housing 

The Wellesley Committee 
for Senior Living wants to get 
zoning Jaw and zoning map 
changes to construct apart- 
ments for retired persons 
thf Russell property at 6 
Washington st, near Denton 

krticle 37 asks for rezonijg 
fr&m single residence to 

m nistrative and professional 
u;;a parcel of land containing [ 
K acres and situated on tl e 
n< rtherly side of Rte. 9, we 3t 
or Weston rd., opposite Wt 1- 
lesley Manor nursing home. 

j The voters are also being 
asked to buy two parcels of 

iland on Waban st., for park- 
ing space. 



I Approval of recommended 
1 additions to elementary schools 
1 m the Warren and Fisk : 
sthool districts is also sough' • 
Alreport by the School Ac com 
nidations Committee for pre ■ 
liaiinary plans for additional 

hdassVoom facilities at t 
|Senior High School is inco 
Iporated in another article su; 
ported by the School Co 
1 mittee. 



In an attempt to alleviate a 
traffic bottleneck on Washing- 
ton st, an article will urge ths 
relocation of the present en- 
and exit roadway to the 
Hall. The new accesses 
be on Grove st 
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At Brotherhood 
Week Luncheon 

Robert Welch,, founder of the 
John Birch Society, sat on the 
platform at a Brotherhood Week 
luncheon in Taunton yesterday 
and listened to sharp criticism 
of his rightist movement. 
- Standing only a few feet away 
from Mr. Welch, George C 
Lodge, former assistant secre- 
tary of labor for international 
affairs and a candidate "for the 
Republican nomination for U.S 
senator from Massachusetts, 
told the gathering: 

"He, who in the name of 
anti-communism t plays on the 
fears or doubts of people and 
who questions American leaders 
whose proof of integrity is be- 
yond a doubt, is not worthy to 
be on a platform of brother- 
hood" 

Mr, Welch, who has accused 
former President Eisenhower 
and Chief Justice Earl Warren ' 
of the U.S. Supreme Court of 
being conscious tools of the 
Communist conspiracy, later de 
dined comment. 

He declared in: an earlier talk 
at the luncheon Hhat-^he Birch 
Society' is; "a militant form of 
Amerieaiiis^asvo,ppoj6d to the 
passive ;&rm^that most Aimer i-' 
cans 'display! ■' ' ^ 

Mr/ tod^;e_was one of four 
persons- rawa^ed brotherhood 
.scrdols, -:?The other .recipients, 
jttoire of whdriv was present, were 
;Atty, Geni^RObept S\ -.Kennedy, 
: fiouse Speaker John. W. McCor- 
'mi'ck, P-Mass., and Angier 
Middle "Duke, State Department 
^protocol ^chief. 

'I T Mn McCormick, speaking by 
; telephone - from Washington, 
/warned against "the opportunist 
who; under „the: guise of serving 
Atnerica, would abridge our civil 
rights, our liberties and privi- 
leges." 

The brotherhood luncheon was 
sponsored by Catholic, Protest- 
ant, Jewish and civic groups 
Rabbi Baruch Korff said Mr. 
Welch was invited because of 
a desire to bring together all 
aspects of brotherhood from 
ultra-consgrvative to ..uiJb;a : Iib 
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Rebulet to Boston dated 2/28/62. 

Boston has not boon contacted by WELCH regarding 
Aaaiatant Attorney General Xeagley** lettar to him. 
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Birch Society at the Polls 



n 



The mounting denunciations of the John 
Birch Society were the obvious factor in 
the defeat of Col. Laurence E. Bunker for 
re-election to the Wellesley board of library 
trustees. Although not all members of the 
John Birch Society insist on parading their 
membership, Col. Bunker always has made 
his position unequivocal. In his fight for 
re-election, he urged, however, that politics 
has no place in a non-partisan town election. 
■**■; His- opponents averred that memb aroh in . 



in the John Birch Society is not politics 
so much as a philosophical determination 
about the American society and is unac- 
ceptable, as is the communism it purports 
to oppose. The voters backed their conten- 
tion decisively. 

No election is without the factor of per- 
sonalities. Nevertheless, the Wellesley tow i 
election would indicate that membership in 
the John Birch Society is no asset at tho 
-polls hereabouts. ^ - - - " 
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[Birch Officer Traits 
At Wfellesley 



By ROBERT L. HASSETT 

A national director »f the 
John Birch Society, seeking 
re-election as a Wellesley 
library trustee, trailed a 
team of opponents today. 

The contest — one of, 
scores of ballot battles 
wlged in more than 50 
Massachusetts towns yes- 
terday— captured the in- 
terest of much of the natic n 
because of the conflict in 
basic political philosophies V 

Uphill Battle , / 

Laurence E, Bum ptf' former 
aide-de-camp to Gen. Douglas 

MacArthur, was fighting an up- 
hill battle against another incum- 
bent, Mrs. Henrietta Frost, and 
the Rev. William B, Rice, 

Four of Wellesley's seven pr?-' 
ocfcts gave Mrs. Frost 1823 vofe; 
ani Rice, 1748, to 672 for thelre- 
tired Army colonel. j 

(Continued on Page Twenty) i 



(Continued from First Page) 

Mrs. Frost and Rice, minister 
of! the Unitarian Church in wS- 
le|ley Hills, waged a combined 
campaign against Bunker to oust 
him from the post he has held six 
j years, because of his association 
,with the right-wing group. 

| Rain siphoned off voters in ap- 
ipreciable numbers in other towns 
holding annual elections. But it 
'failed to dampen enthusiasm in 
[communities conducting town 
'meetings. 

s-ISCAL OUTLAY 

They convened to consider war- 
■ants burdened with articles call- 
ing for heavy fiscal outlays in- 
dicative of sharp rises in tax 
rates. 

Ballot referenda in many towns 
also dealt with financial ques- 
tions asking voters to decide on 
municipal employe insurance, ex- 
panded school bus transportation, 
and new construction. 

Irate town employes in Ipswich 
walked out of the town meeting 
after their request for a 4 per 
cent wage increases w-as de- 
feated. 

In Bridgewater, an increase of 
almost $10 m taxes was forecast 
as sn of 21 articles were com- 
pleted. Included was approval of 
a $972,276 school budget and 
salary increases totaling $11,277. 

IN TOPSFIELD 

Topsfiel dvoters approved a 
$963,435 budget in a three-hour 
session, acting on 41 articles in- 
cluding $33,000 for architects' fees 
for a proposed regional junior 
high*^ school in conjunction with 
Boprd and Middleton. 

ull voters transferred $100,- 

from surplus funds jo ease 

S,. fNJectal tax increase after 
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approval of a $2,566,752 budget. 

Concord town employes, t'itb! 
ie exception of teachers, 
anted a three per cent r 
e effect on the $98.60 tax 
was estimated at $1.30. 

Hudson completed a 65-article- 
warrant in three hours, and voted 
total appropriations of $1,651,159, 
a budget $91,000 in excess of that 
approved a year ago. 

In Stoughton, voters acted upon 
28 of 97 articles and appropriated 
$3,278,331. Robert T. Smales, 
chairman of the finance commit 
tee, said if other recommends-' 
tions are approved the tax rats 
will rise about $7. 

For the first time in its history, 
PJainville elected a Democrat. 
Eugene F. Thayer ■ turned the I 
tiick in a race for park commis-[ 
soner, defeating Lloyd Jensen 
Jr., 572 to 417. 

Tovni clerks throughout the 
commonwealth reported turnouts 
at the polls were generally run- 
ning behind expectations. Coun 
ters fought the battle of the ballot 
through the night. 

In Lexington, mis F. Brawn 
Jr. and Levi G. Burnell were 
elected to the board of select- 
men from a field of seven, 
Bunnell topped his rivals with 
2,492 votes. Brown received 
2,390. 



Defeated were J. Harper Bhis- 
dell Jr., 1,839; Wiliam DeFelice, 
453; Warren D. Smith, 183; Rich- 
ard H. Soule, 1,361; and David F. 
Togmey, 1,042. 

OVER RECOUNT 

recount was ordered in the 
AnSover School Committee race 
after Vincent P. Davey upset in 
cumbent Mrs. Rita V. Buchen, 
2,337 to 2,330. B. Allen Royland 
and incumbent William Steward 
were elected to the board of select- 
men, defating four other candi- 
dates. 

Cohasset town meeting mem- 
bers concluded business which 
began Saturday, appropriating 
$2,254,650 and disposing of a 48- 
l article warrant. They _ voted 



from holding simultaneous elec- 

Iive posts. 
The swiftest town —eetina ac- 
wi was in Rockport 'vhichpok 
3S than five minutes to approve 
a record $1,229,499 budget, then 
adjourned until tonight to con- 
sider 19 remaining articles of a 
35-article warrant. 

A general appropna- on of $416,- 
895 was approved at t" first ses- 
sion of the Rowley to-n meeting 
which acted upon 15 :-f the war- 
rant's 39 articles. 

Included in the appropriation 
was $210,460 for the -rhool bud- 
get and a salary for the town's 
first, full-time police o :f icer. 

01LL IS TYPICAL 

Typical of the rain- effect on 
t ie voter turnout was '".ill, where 
1 16 of 600 eligible vote's cast bal- 
lots, electing Edward Hawkins to 
a three-year term as a selectmen. 
He defeated Fred Bidwell, 84 
votes to 73. ! 

Eighteen of 73 art' 'es were ! 
acted upon at the fir -t session 
of the Whitman towr nueeting 
which appropriated SI, 706,534. 
Voters approved the " ansfer of 
$40,000 from surplus funds in an 
attempt to bring aboin a reduc- 
tion in taxes. 



In Lynnfield, Mason T. Condon 
ft as elected to the boai I of select- 
Imen, defeating Bayar* D. War- 
Vng, 1,248 votes to 913. The town 
Wed to accept legislation aathor- 
ikng communities to insure town 
employes, 1,377 to 571. 



W*£JL *• 



• vorea 
- build a com>ihied 
olice station, andNf- 
■law which preventer 
lector and treuurer 
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Lack 
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fry Cornelias falton 



ri^HE John Birch Society is not a factor in Mas 

J[ sachusetts politics even though it was founded 
and is directed by a Massachusetts man and 
has its national headquarters in Belmont. 



ZKZ 



The influence of the Birchers 
and their leader, Robert H. W. 
Welch Jr., is much greater in 
other sections of the country 
than it is in this state where 
the organization was born. 

- In California, for example, the 
Republican convention amended 
an anti-Birch resolution-proposed 
by former Vice President Nixon, 
adopting a watered-down ver- 
sion out of fear of alienating 
ultra-conservative support in 
this year's state election. 

There has been relatively lit- 

ptle local controversy about thi 

Birch movement in MassaehU' 

setts communities — certainly 

nothing comparable to the com 



motion provoked in some other 

states. 

The town election in Welles- 
ley Monday was the first in- 
stance where the Birch issue 
dominated a political contest in 
this state. It was raised in the 
Brockton municipal election last 
fall but attracted only limited 
attention. 

The candidates affiliated with 
the Birch Society were decis- 
ively defeated in both the Wei- 
lesley and the Brockton elec- 
tions. 

Robert Welch, the leader of 
the Birch movement, was active \ 
in the Massachusetts Republicanl 
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BUNKER 

party a decade or so ago. He 
ran for the GOP nomination for 
lieutenant governor in 1950, fin- 
ishing second in a five-man 
primary contest. 



A colorful, aggressive, ener- 
getic campaigner, Welch was 
regarded in 1950 as a man with 
a possible future in state poli- 
tics. But he would have no 
chance of winning an election in 
Massachusetts today because of 
his extremist views. 

The Wellesley election defi- 
nitely established that affilia- 
tion with the Birch Society is 
a political handicap in this area. 

Col. Laurence E. Bunker, one- 
time aide to Gen. MacArthur and 
a member o| the Birch Society's 
national council, was ousted 
from the board of library trus- 
tees, on which he has served 
for seven years, 

Elected to the two openings on 
the board were Mrs. Henrietta 
Frost, an incumbent, and the 
Rev. William B, Kice, minister 



""3f the Wellesley U: Parian 
Church. 

Mrs. Frost and Dr. B i ran 
as a team and urged tht voters 
to remove Col. Bunker ft <m the 
library board solely beci^se of 
his connection with the Birch 
Society. 

They asserted that "tr»: elec- 
tion to public office of loyal 
supporter of and spokesr ,m for 
Mr. Welch constitutes a threat 
at the local level." TVy ex- 
pressed the opinion th-.i the 
voters "have no alternat >e but 
to make a choice, not on per- 
sonalities, but on one c.-ar-cut 
issue." 

Col, Bunker contended "Lit his 
political views and his af nation 
with the Birch Society wr-e not 
"a proper issue" in a con r>st for 
library trustee, which <-* con- 
siders a non-political off] e. The 
only issue, he arguea, was 



whether a candidate 
ified for the position. 

Although the library contest 
aroused wide interest, inside and 
outside Wellesley, there was no 
formal campaigning by either 
side. Activity was pretty much 
limited to letters to the local 
newspaper and some telephoning 
by supporters of the rival can- 
didates. 

The turnout for the town elec- 
tion was only average— about 35 
percent. It was much smaller 
than last year, when referenda 
on fluoridation and teachers pay 
brought out a big vote. 

But the effect of the Birch is- 
sue on Col. Bunker's candidacy 
was devastating, Mrs. Frost and 
Dr. Rice led by almost three to 
one, and Col. Bunker's vote 
dropped from 3,562 in 1959 to 
1,286 this year. 



BS-8 Revised (7-17-59 



• 



Exposure Wilfs the Extremist John Birch Socfefy 



If the John Birch Society is less 
of a political force than it was, 
say, a year ago — as seems to be 
the esse — that reassuring develop- 
ment must be attributed in large 
part to the power of disclosure. 

The society crept upon the scene 
quietly. Much of its activity was 
hidden from the general view. It 
appears to have grown to consider- 
able size and mobilized many thou- 
sands of supporters before the pub- 
lic at large had any notion of its 
existence. 

But during the last year, many 
reporters have explored the society 
and exposed it to general view. In 
the press, in magazines and over 
television, the Birch Society has 
been examined, explained and dis- 
cussed. Much of its mystery has 
been stripped away, and much of 
its earlier appeal appears to have 
withered away under the light of 
disclosure. 

The result has been a massive re- 
vulsion against the Birch Society 
and against the curious platform 
on which it stands. Former Presi- 
dent Eisenhower spoke against it. 
President Kennedy condemned it. 
J. Edgar Hoover, the FBI director, 
criticized, it in a blistering attack 
on "self-appointed experts on 
Communism." 

From a broad spectrum of Amer- 
ican life came other condemna- 
tions. "Will Maslow, executive di- 
rector of the American Jewish 
Congress, spoke out against the 
Birchers. The Rev, Benjamin L. 
Masse, associate editor of the Ro- 
man Catholic weekly, America, said 

Catholic could not belong to the 
ftirch Society. The Michigan State 
pOP Central Committee approved 

resolution denouncing the soci- 



ety. Senator Goldwater said many 
good Americans belonged to the 
Birch Society, but expressed the 
hope that the society's leader, 
Robert H. W. Welch Jr., would 
resign. 

Even the Nations} Review, a 
journal of extreme political con- 
servatism, opened up both barrels 
and blasted the Birch Society as 
an organization that deserved no 
place on the American scene. 

In the most recent development, 
Richard M. Nixon has divorefcd 
himself completely from the Birc i- 
ers, denounced the society's lead* r- 
ship, and asserted that no ofee 
could be both a loyal supporter of 
the Republican Party and a mem- 
ber of the Birch Society. 

Mr. Nixon, now running as a 
candidate for governor of Califor- 
nia, sought to put the California 
GOP squarely on record against 
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Getting Tougher to Peddle 
My Pflfs' 

—Lewis, Milwaukee Journal 



AcdocTety. He has been only part- 
ly successful. The California Re- 
publican Assembly, upon his urg- 
ing, approved a resolution con- 
demning the views of Mr. Welch, 
but refused to go another step and 
request that all Republicans with- 
draw from the Birch Society be- 
cause the society is "totally incom- 
patible with the principle! of the 
Republican Party." 

Mr. Nixon's decision involves 
some political risks. The extrem- 
ism of the Birchers seeroi to have 
caught hold more firmly in Cali- 
fornia than elsewhere. At least two 
members of thej congressional dele- 
gation from mat state are admit- 
ted members of the Birch Society, 
and the society appear? to have 
considerable influence among the 
rank and file of the California 
GOP. By taking the fortnright po- 
sition that he did, Mr. N ixon runs 
the risk of losing the s ipport of 
some California voters. The risk 
cannot be measured pre<; :sely, but 
it may be significant thai when the 
California Republican Assembly 
came to endorsing-a candidate for 
governor, it gave Mr. N : ixon 263 
votes and a surprisingly large 176 
votes to his ultra-consei -alive op- 
ponent, Joseph C. She!? who has 
been friendly to the Bi -hers' po- 
sition. 

But whatever the subsequent de- 
velopments may be in California, 
it has become abundantly clear that 
the Birch Society has lost much of 
its glamor and much of its appeal 
in recent months. Dis<: losure al- 
ways has been one of the stoutest 
weapons in democracy* .arsenal, 
and disclosure must be credited 
recent months with cutting t>e 
Birch Society down to a;ze. 
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J Much 



or the evening was spent in discussing 1 iat sort or plans 
etc . etc . . 



expressed some fear of growing Fasc 
States. Remarked about bombings of Syne 
U. S. The post cards that supposedly hi 
through the U. S. Mails with SwashtickaE 
emblems etc on them. Also the growth oi 
Society, and drew a similarity with the 
Fascism in Germany and the rise to powei 
expressed fear for the Jewish people in 
years ahead and wondered why the Gov't c 
about it. 



f.sm in the united 
rogues in the 
1 been allowed 
(Ph) and Nazi 
the John Birch 
development of 
of Hitler. She 
&&s country in the 
ldn ! t do something 
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BS 100-33541 



]said she couldn't agree with 



that the John Birch Society had been n. 

And pointed out that already in Boston 

escorted out of the city. She felt th 

citizen would resist any oppression agaii.st any minority 

group and in particular against the Jewirh people. 



She thought 
e bud* 
ad been 
x i;ne average Am. 



being escc rted out of the 



"TSiat in the case of 

city. This had been done by the athorit- es themselves 
She doubted if the average citizen had e 1 en been aware 
that the leader of the Am. Nazi party hac been to Boston, 
until after he'd been escorted out. And this was an 
indication of just how little effective 1 aey were or 
ever could be. 

"Most of the evening was spent in non-po: :Ltical chit-chat." 

All necessary action has been taken with respe 3t to information 
furnished above. 



b 6 
b7C 



- 3 - 



Cover Sheet for Informant Report or MoJ^^I 
FD 396 (3-21-58) ^A 

i TO; SAC /-mn-^^rn 



• 



i TO: SAC imOs. 

M I?ROM: Sfll 

RE: 



SM - U 



4/13/62 



Date re 



3/16/62 



Received fron 



lumber) 



Received 



«f 



Method oWelivory (check appropriate blocks) -. 

CD In person CD by telephone CD by mail CD orally I J recording de ice CD written by Informant 



If orally furnished and reduced to writing by Agent: 
Date 

Dictated to 



Transcribed 



Authenticated 
by Informant _ 



Brief 



Dati ;jf F 



Dat< >) of activity 



Fill 



Remarks: 



In view of the sensitivity of the ii formant the 
utmost care must be utilized to carefully par; ohrase this 
information prior to dissemination in order ti protect the 
identity of the informant who has furnished n liable in- 
formation in the past. 

Informant's report follows: 



to 6 

b7C 

b7D 



bo 

b7C 

to7D 



ot attached 



i- lorwmin 



1- 100-24307 
1- 100-16156 
It 100-33^96 
If- 100-32899 



TTTUHF^IHUH™SUUlETy ) 



1- 157-32 (AMERICAN NAZI PARTY ) ' 

IMM:bat 

(?) 



X 



/* 



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 

J3 X M.IJ I UlUi XXL- A," & L- Xjii.3 » J. r X L-it I X UJM 'j-U XL-' E 

DATI 01-30-2012 



LVXi 



>T3^i-v Aife'WAto B^A^/fl* 1 ' 



Block Stamp 



& 

4,^. 



be 

b7D 
fc7C 



"^ffc£></ 




-4* 



BS 100-335^1 



u 



visited 



expressed concern of the exist* nee of Lincoln 
Rockwell "aM wis Nasi Party and also the John 3irch Society* 



be 

b'7C 
hir> 



much oppo 



explained tc 



chat there is 



si£16ri E6 D6Tft oT ttiese groups in vn; $ country. 



"Most of the evening xms taken up oi non-political 
conversation." 

All necessary action has been taken vaith respect 
to information furnished above. 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO- 10 
5010-10* 



/B&> 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

to : sac, BOSTON {inr^pftoQl 
(Attn: SA 



from : SA (A) ROBERT D. CORMIER 



:>ate: 5/31/62 



bb 
b7( 



subject: JOHN BIRCH^CIETY 



On 5/l6/62f 



be 

b7C 



and who resides at[ 



was 



contacted by the writer concerning an Antit ust matter - 
(BS 60-510). „ . 



During the conversation with 



he ivised that he has 



1 I He advised he is very cons ious of the 

duties of all citizens to be of service to ne FBI in relation 

to security problems affecting the nation. In this connection 

he happens^ to be have become, f>1ngi ='' |v aamjaJ ^^^ laiUa ^° 

I [ wh o r esides orj I 

and who is employed | iCh rurg & Cair ns 

Advertising Agency, BPoomine, M&gfl, I I ROBERT 



[ 



H. WELCH , th e founder o f the John Birch Soc 3ty. -He has been 
friendly witn If or the past 3 or 4 y ars and their 



]They attend t: 5 same church, 



sing in tne cnoir 3 ere . Tney have never di 3ussed the John 
Birch Society in their conversations, howev c, they exchange 
confidences with each other. 



stated that although he does not kne whether or not 
TTTeTBT is currently investigating the John 3irch S ociety, that 
in the event we desire to do so at some fut* -»e date | | 

FBI. He stated 



ao so oy rne fbi at some ruture dare. 



Socle r if requested to 



be 

b7( 



RDC:lc 
(1) ' 




DI CLASS IF I CAT I OH AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 

I" J3 X * U *U i UI1A lit J.-' & «-■ Jj AS Slril-itiiUJ fj-U XL' & 

DATE 01-30-2012 






m £E¥S-i,«.»«M/ r » ^ 







470 Atlantic Avenue 
Bob ton, Bassaehueetts 
May 18, 1962 



Ur, leadore £oo* 

Jfoio £hyJUmtf J?o0fonal Office 

Anti*Defnmation League of B'mi B'rith 

78 franklin Street 

Boeton 10, maaachueette -u.iHK. -TiONt v>m*w. 

X wloft to acknowledge your eoowmlotttion o/ 
Jfep 15, 196$ providing an enclosure of mm article 
appearing in the Berry, He* Bampehire Star en April 19, 
196B etating in subetance that a member ef the Beard of 
Library Trueteee of Londonderry, Mew Bampehire had in* 
d tooted that an agent of the TBI had givem clearance 
to a eeriee ef books, ae well a& clearame to the 
John Birch Society* 

Thie natter has been examined and contact 
had with Jfre* Dorothy Bolton, Londonderry* Mew Bampehire, 
a member of the Board of Trueteee of the Public Library 
and the person who made the etatement referred to in 
the m*ttelo 00090* Bre> JToIton ototoo that ehe did 
eoxtftot a repretentative of the FBI at Beehm, Bern Banp- 
ehiro seeking approval of the book Hot referred to, 
ae well ae the John Birch Society and ehe mo advised 
by that agent that the FBI did not approve or disapprove 
of booke ae eueh, nor did it provide any information 
with reepeet to the activities of organt eat tone. Bro* 
Bolton o to too that ehe mieunderetood the latter reference 
to ixplp that oo no indication was given to her that 
the booke or t&o Society referred to ma objectionable, 
that ehe ha* a right te aeeune that the opposite wae true* 

Bra, Bolton now eta tee that thie woo an 
assumption on her part and that at ne time did the repre~ 
eentative of the TBI, in any way, give amy approval to 
the frook Ifot or to tHo Jpfin Birch Society* 

fe : " ■ " 

61-189 



'cctjloo- John Birch Society* sr~ J ' ' 

— TrU:maw n, "~~ -" ' \' 

(3) *Hi..-i..j ^ -^ 

m ' 



DE CLA^^" XFXCi^ TXOM AUTHORIT'Y' DEPXVEX 1 FROM 

.0 X JHJJ l UifUL ilU U & L.- UJL£> £> ± J? X L-JL 1 X U JflJ fjU XU B 

DATE 01-30-2012 



/&*3*t'ff;te3 



. k# . ***• *•***»» Am b$*n r«fMi««4 to correct 

t*t* ta*i»#»«|«it on t*# official r#*ftrtf« »Uft tA# 
foard 0/ *#if«t»«ft and library Trottm at Xonddnd«rrir, 
1?" **p9hir9 and further to previa* « ****** nt to 
t*# Dtrry, ##« Ba*psh\r* star of this wefaon. 

Sincerely, 



X« L. LaugkXin 

8p*aU2 Agtnt in Charge 



JU 3 43, U JjiiD" Oirl UJi, I X UJ?J iiU X xiU Kl 1 1 If & K X v Jals J? KUrl „ 

upj AITT fiMAT TP DEiT s^^TFTP ^TITi'M CSTTTDF 
DAT! Oi-30-2012 



i 



SXRWT0B, rsi 



may 2a, 136? 



«fi, iwrrar faa-id*; 



4m-2J«n*rzwr imams* of #*ur i ***** 
XMTORmrio* e&cm&m 

th* Mem Mmgland M*gton*l Office of $fce a»»*# group, 
79 franklin Str**t t M**t*n 1M B mmomchMaotU, through Mr* 
ISMM9MM SACK, provide* information appearing $n the Perry, 
Mom Bampohir* St*r on 4/29/6* reflecting a a****** •/ t&t 
fftsr* •/ £t»W*y fr»ft##* *>nd *fc« 4#l#«*lffft •/ Un**nd*rry, 
Mm* Mampohire April 9, 1968, *t which tin* % member of the 
Bird of Library TruoUoo informed thorn a* agent *f tho nz 
had reviewed the bee* liet em* given hi* approval, a* moll 
** «i«*rvft*# *# the John Mirth Society, * 

Th* book liet related to alleged antt-eeummniet 
book:* donated te the library by the Jshm Mtreh Society and 
accepted by th* true tree during Movenber, 1941, 

MRS. POMBTSY mWTBM, ** tnglUh t*m*h*r *t the 
ilvirn* Sigh School, Sudoon, M* M* t *md o m*mb*r of tho 
Beard of Tru*t**e of the Leach rublie Lihrmry, Londonderry, 

*dvi***fth*t *h* as* tho ****** mho hgM m*jd* the otAUnont 

r*f*rr*d to* ; . " ' 

She otated that **v*r*l month* mg* *h* contacted the 
Maohmm, t. I* H**idont Agent and talked to 8A PBILXP r. mVCASTMT, 
at mkioh ttmo ehe read the lint of boot* mhiok had been 

nade available by th* John Birch Society to Si McCarthy 
and inquired a* to wh*th*r or not that* book* mere *«fi§£f$I« 
and ait* whether they ohould be received from the John Mtrch 
Society* Sh* am informed at that ttme by SA JM*r**y that 

th* mm**"* no recommendation regarding pu*ltmtton*m,^, r . r ~ 

organimattono or individual* and that our failure ~t**m** : '- 1 } 

any ouch comment ohould not be awonmod by her either (af- 
firmatively or negatively mtth regard to the booh* or th* -A 
John Birch Society* 

Span r*tnt*r*t*m S/lS/SM by Sis ] \* *d 

DQMAXB /. SOBff, MBS* MOLTOM ****rt*d that at no UWittd 
SA McCarthy advi** h*r that th* HUT approved or dimpproved 
of th* ***** or th* John Mtrah Society* Sh* otated ehe 
aooumed th* ******* of any rejection *f th* book Hot or 



To 6 



MmMaro*}* 

*******{ 61-Zd9 and-LCO-John Btrfeh Son.},' /<$& ~ 3 



(4) 



a/nte 



•jfi^iff ip-."^-"- 4 ^^-' 1 



ONTAWEL* 



ft ft 



tki t*t Uty by th* f$X m» 9Hf/tat0** fir %*r U tnf$r 

tmt t*trt mwtiiM •bjwtumbi* i» **t t*#tp*«iie« 
t/ tM tttfet ft* t*t 2f*m*y tntttttt* **# tt«*ttf 4Mc 

Ml t* ••ttAptttll ««tf <H/» r * n «* »*<tfc •*# ttteftittJlttf 

h*r$*Zf tntf »Mt* tit nt» rtprtt^ ftotn* ftttft aft fit at<rt»*d 
tfcit tJit two* tttt »t« M>f any f>«tt*fttfi*0tititt tttfetf 1 
j*i>»r»*Itr tr etJUrvttt »f t ft rttpttt to tuo\ aatttr** 

mmMD, tftmiftm* if «Jlt *t«H t/ *tlttt«t*, £tlltf»Mf*i*!% 
#• f, # ** thq ttmtmtnt m$ astft at « Jtt*t «#«t*>ip •/ tfo 
Ufcmrt fteHttt «»* t&# /teii Jtoartf #/ Mftm*** JA% 
tUAIAD ^ti bttA ftdofattf »itfc rttpttt ft tto peittton 0/ 
t*« lurmv «« tH /»•** «*ttr«« It ttst«t that fc#, at at 
tl»t t tatitfttf tAtt t*« JW tot tfltftftt* *tth*t> th* *••*• 
tr t*t fthm Iff** 8**i0t? and tkat *t »*JU Mtftit -#** **t 
r#©#rd* •/ tJU ItitrfcMti at tljir n*xt nmtttng rtflmtt 
tA# tmt ^ttitttii. JflW. ft^iw^iitt iMtitttttf flat tilt 
nart fttttfJtf V tfct toard 0/ Kftrary fVi(#tt#t «»»1* «i«o 
r«/It#t ilk* jwtltft* •/ t*« *>»«•» «*t ttot •** »<1J arrange 
ft th* P*T+y t I, JT« £t»i* tt jNtftiift a tiittM»t by hprtilf 

e*r*0*tin§ tii ytltt tiqmttttfit ttt7*i»ifc <» **t 4/19/& 
tt*n* 

fit ttrtt* »*Ji ftt atftf tttf t/ **t ftttt* tttt*» 

«V ******* Um t/ tUt An*i+*iJ*mtUn L—gme fto« 
ot«» attttttf tHat t*# Anton Attf at *t ffftt attft «»y r^#s« 

untatltM p$fmp*in§ th* tot* Zt$t $r tk$ f*h% Mirth entity* 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 j^^k 

UNITED STATES GOVERMMEr 

Memorandum 



• 



TO 



SAC, BOSTON 4^gs^" 



d >te: 



6/8/62 



FROM 



subjegt; 



SA FRANCIS J. PIERONI 



W'l'kULMAil — \ \4A 
WEYMOUTH, MASS. pk ^^ 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 





r:= ^&' 



to 6 
b7C 



On 5/17/fiP. 



] appeared at tne rocKton, raass. 

RA anr] stated T^pp.pnhiy in Weymouth, Mass. he mafic 
one| 



■ PM 1n .ft 

I ? 



l a patrolman with the I\ r c mouth, Mass. 
restaurant in that town. He stat d th 



[ engaged him in ^>acufl£J2aa±ion during hich 
] based on] [ 



vrhich 
be an 



c 



Ln an organ 
comments, 



anti-communist group, probably the 
Society. 



nation 
elieved to 
ohn Birch 



was w&s in uniform ook 



He ptfrpmrvhpd to give 
hutl [ 



He stated that 

to his peraonai oar wi foh contain ed consi eraDle literature. 

some of t is literature 

|dec lined to accept, Aceordir: to| J 



| during his conversation, made nume ous critical 



remarks concerning the present administra ion as well as 
the United States Supreme Court* 



stated that his only reason for m king this 

InloMSlion available was that he felt th t it may 
be of some interest to the FBI. 



to 6 
b7C 



be 

b'7C 



ss 



FJP:ras 
CC 1 - 80- 

( Weymouth, Mass. PD) 
(2) 




SL::.-'.'.!' : 



Si L' jjJ'LD 1 jiff 1 L' Jta. 1 X UIM JrtXJ 1 X1U ,b\X XI Lf IL Kl V L\JJ Ir rUJAI „ 

15 X AU 1 UriJi ill L 3 It Kr hJ&.£ D X J? X LA I X UJa LfU XL 1 B 

DAT! 01-30-Z012 



JL1UJH UUIDM **#vn.^- ,* * 




.-31 — 



Cj " "*" '— 4" 



5010-104 ^|^k 

UNITED STATES GC^RfeN 

Memorandum 



MENT 



TO 



SAC 



(100- 



date: 7-27-62 



FROM 



subject: 



(LIAISON) ,;. 
r 



\j- 



^^ 



,v 



INFO CONC 



T 



By telephone^ 7-27-62 an Individual &ave his name 



as r 



[ 



noon b 
is on 



m 



lamLsaia ne had Deen appro; 



inect this 

he liked 
^rnmunism^. 
said nothing more took place but that JannhmM imfa fromQ] 
apparent liking of commupl ^m hfi, believed he night be a 
Communist. He described 



who lives somewhere in 

e WoJ/ihotith Police Department. He s 
to him about Communist dictatorship and sai( 
and explained the good and bad features of < 



J 

after- 
and 
palked 

it, 

He 



! C 



as: 



Height 

Build 

Age 

Race 

Complex. 

Glasses 



S^-IO" 

Heavy set 

Late 14.0*3 - early ?0*s 

Caucasian 

Dark 

Wears glasses 



LHM 




b7C 



»-, 



-*2~>44^ 



(V- 



§iSi^^° B ^^ir° 



^- 



Coven Sheet for Informant Report or Material 
FD-^06 (3-21-58) ""* 



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FRQHi 

FP T ^ TIT nil ft T T P T'tVfT ft C^T'K'T C STT HTJ HTTfi 1? 

DATE 01-30-201Z 



TO 

PROM 

RE 



SAC_LlGQ=l£2£2l 
-<" I 



DATE: 6/19/62 



CPJ 

IS ^TT 



Date received 

5/20/62 



Received from (name or symbol number) 



SA 



Method of delivery (check appropriate blocks) 

X l t in person I I hy telephone CD by mail L_J orally I I recording dei ce X 1 1 written by Informant 



be 

b7C 
b7D 



If orally furnished and reduced to writing by Agent: 
Date 



Dictated 



Transcribed 



Authenticated 
by Informant _ 



Brief description of activity or material 




Date ,LAAttAi 



Date ) of activity 



be 

b7C 
b 7 D 



File iere original is located if not attached 



Remarks; 



In view of the sensitivity of the informant the 
utmost care must be utilized to carefully paraphrase this 
inf oimfcion prior to dissemination in order to protect the identity 
of the informant; who has furnished reliable information in. the past. 



Informants report follows: 
1-New York (100-56579) (PHIL BART) (KM) 
25-Boston 100- 33^96 

iAri.iflo£Q 200 

1 i 100 

100 



100-33Sil 



? 



10Q-24QI 4 IFHTT, -RftffM 

100-5431 I I 100- 

100-34310 ItfJBfiizENS 66MM. for 100- 

CONSTOFHTrONAT, T.TKROT TKS ) 100- 



^45 5Q ( TORN TOWARD PEACES 
547 1 I 

207 



100-16336 
100-19155 
100-159£: 
100-313 



l 



100- 



OP - FUNDS) 
OP-POLITICAL ACOTEH$ 
CP-yOlHH MATTERS) 
OP-PAMPHLETS & be 

PUBLICATIONS) b7c 



100-32392 KiKKA'J^R BOSTON C0MM. 
FOR A SA ME MICLEJLB Pni-.Trnrt 

100-21645 

j=eo- 32899 

100-26659 
100-28338 
100-16156 
100-8099 



Block Stamp 



I$M:po ! b a^l ii*:-;-o,-:.«.vnow car*? lv-:hj j 

(26)* :>1p'*-:!;V Iv UM-CLV-''!;*"! * - , 







BS 100-18969 



tt/v. 



of the 
at the 



Cm\ 



] there was a meetly 



Conaajnici t Party held 



"Those attending r.sre as follows: 



gave a short report on tae D. C. meeting 
which was fteid 6ft yun. April 29 s 19^2 • 



idDe 



said that Phil Bart had attended this meeting. 
There haa Deen some discussion held on and about the recent 
peace march which ended in a rally held on the I nston Common. 
There had "been a very good attendance at this *** *> •" 
several people had participated in the inarch. 



Ulcn 



Hughes an independent candidate for the U. S. selatle had apoiKSll. 
He was running as a 'peace 1 candidate. 



the D. C. that 



said it ijas the concenses of thos 3 present at 
;he 'party 1 shouTaTTack any 'Peace 1 cand 



be 

b7C 
b7D 



bb 
b7( 



candidate . 



said they had discussed the recer ■- demonstrations 
for peace ax; Geneva. He said it was interrestir y because for 
the first time there were more people from" the I. S. participating 
in the peace demonstrations at Geneva then there were demonstrators 
from other countries. 

"Usually it was the other viay around with the u. S. 
greatly outnumbered by other countries. Ko one leemed to know 
why this was so. Maybe there were more students there this 
time??? 



[ 



Jyjiu 1 



said someone in Boston was going ,o 



'try to get them to use their writing ability in 
;ne cause ror defense. 



I said Phil Bart & the 0, C. had dirussed the 

fact that the party members were getting older a-id that the 
party would try to activate about 200 youth in tie near future. 

"Bart had told the D. C. that the part r expected to 
publish an article on the elections soon. Ee wasn't sure 
if it would be in pamphlet form or if it would be published 
in the P. A. 
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BS 100-18969 



k skedl 



recent peace march in whic H p articipated. 



Jfco rap .:rfc on the 



said that it had been a good march, That at 
one time a few truck loads of the ultr- right had attempted to 
heckle the marchers. The police had sent them o;l their way. 
He said the marchers had been treated very well * y the police 
all along the way. 

1 



reported that she had attended the rally with 

ana Uald that there had been a good a' tendance . 



"She said she hadn't seen any party pe< ole she knew 
there . There were people she recognized from. Sa: 3 and Turn 
Towards 2eace, and many students ♦ She said the: e was some 
heckling from a few Birchites. 

"She said Proff . Knghes did a very goot job speaking. 
She said also there had been two Japaneese girls who spoke 
through j^iterpeters. They had told of "Ehe horrille devastation 
in Japan due Fo tTfie Atonic Bombs. 

"We discussed whether we should participate in the 
Hughes Campaign and after some discussion decidec that we 
should . 



ave i 



didn't think 



were active in the Democr at ParTy in their 1 town. 



shou: d as they 



"I thi 
Hughes Cajupaign. 
Democratic Party s 




d like to activat 

reed witl: 

'ay put. 



jfcha 



Into the 



hat anyone in the 



said a 



had called ter about 



working -LQHISnSs campaign. Ks'd said he understood sh^d work 
for him I I wondered how he'd gotten her nanK , She thought 



before anyone gave him her name it should have be 3n discussed 
with her. She had refused him. 



be 

b7( 



be 

b7C 



be 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



"Finally we decidec 

and find out if there was anyHHg lV i the 

Hughes Campaign, if there wa d T coula orrer his services - 

or offer to help them line up someone. 



shoul cl cont act the H'oghes office 
lares working on 
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BS 100-13969 



subseriberTTTo" 
Workers sold. 



suggested we should all thlnlc of potential 
the Worker so we could increase tie number of 



r 



[ reported thai | was arranging a 

defense meeting for r jXios . May 0. Toe place for ..t to be 
held wasn ! t defi nite - but as soon as it was we /ould be notified. 
I Iwaa expected to turn in $100,00 .it this meeting 



be 

b7C 
b7D 



for defense. 



another $10*00 with it. 



said she had $38.00 to turn i .*. & would put 



was asked to see 

and ask tinem ror a donation. 



said he ! d see a few people, 
said she*d try to give more. 



said! 



witb 

passover was over. ETSle waU instructed to sesi 




■oin he r down on a def init date for a party a 
agreed to do this/ 1 " 



we'd planned s :me time back 
greed to do something aft er 

"|and 



touser 



be 



fob 
b7C 



All necessary action has been taken wi ;h respect 
to information furnished above. 
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FD-35Q (li-3-62) 

V 

■\ 

(Mount Clipping in Space Belo^) 



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FP.0H: 
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'It may be a boyish prank,' said Robert B. Dresser ot 
525 Cole Ave., Providence, last night about a hammer 
and sickle and a star painted in red paint on the 
sides of the mail box at his summer home In Shetdon- 
ville (Wrentham}, Mass. Mr. Dresser, who is a leading 
John Birch Society member In Rhode Island, added, 
'Everybody ought to know who the real Communists 
are.' Wrentham police, who have received several 
complaints from Mr. Dresser, said they have not yet 
.ffljujd-»ih« culprit. . 
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i Boston, Mass* 
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lEdition: m 

' Author; __ 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



MEMORANDUM 



TO: 



SAC, BOSTON 



dat:;: 



\M(' 



FROM: 



SUBJECT: 



SAC, NEW YORK (97-169) 



SM - C 



On 7/20/62 ] 

rallflhlP Infnwnatlnn in ^p naarJ 




a Rnnrnp vnn has f*nr»n1 shpti 



"H^e 



worker , d.3 west £ot;n iureetj wew iortc ta^y, an Jias-c uoast 
Communist newspaper. 

Attached is a photograph of the ne ie and address of 
a subscriber. 

An explanation . of the symbols appearing under the 
name and address is set forth oh the reverse side of th^s,^ 
memorandum . 
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ALUMf ORATION co^ra^r; 







SYMBOLS 



The last line of the subscribers stencilled name 
and address indicates; 

1. Date of expiration ■ . . 

2. Length of subscription 

3. New-straight renewal or old rerewai 
5. Name of paper 

5. Whether direct or through an af ent 

To determine length of sub we use / thru M (Omitting I) 



A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 
G 



1 
2 

3 
k 

5 
6 

7 



mo* 
it 



H 


«. 


8 mo£ 


* 


J 


- 


9 " 




K 


- 


10" 




L 


- 


n" 




M 


- 


1 ye? 


r 


2M 


- 


2 yer 


rs 



on "The Worker 



"P" (6 months) and "M" (1 year) art 
rker" subs, also "K" (10 months). 



most often found 



Po* fractions of a month, J is usee. 

EXAMPLE: 5-11-59 M W refers to a Sunday "Worker" Sub 
for one yearfc expiring May 11, 1959* 

5-11-59J W, refers to a 6 mo.) "Worker" Sub 
which will run for an extra week over 6 months, and which 
expires May 11, 1959. » 

For subscriptions that are renewed within two 
weeks after expiration, the symbol "R" is used, to show that 
no copies are missed, e.g., 5-H-59 PR. 

For subscriptions that were renewet. after the date 
of expiration and the two weeks of grace, the; symbol appears 
as RS, e.g., 5-11-59 RS which signifies that the subscription 
was renewed after expiration. 

If the subscription is received through an agent of 
any kind, the symbol "A" is found at right o:' the plate, e.g., 
5-11-59 M W A. 

If "The Worker" subscription was a combination sub, 
the symbol D is included, e.g., 5-11-59 MW D ; 
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Andrews 



Braden 



Hete Are the Men 
Who Direct Birch 

'Who are the men who determine the policies of the Joljn 
Birch Society? Following is the roster of the Council. 
Starred names are members of the executive council. 

Dr. N. E. Adam-son, Jr., a 
Boston surgeon. 

Thomas J. Anderson, editor 
and publisher' of Farm and 
Ranch, Nashville, Tenn. 

Hon. T. Coleman Andrews, 
former commissioner of in- 
ternal revenue of the United 
States. 

Hon. Spruille Braden, former 
ambassador, former asaiatsrht 
Secretary of State 

Gol. Laurence^ 
former personal ai 
Douglas MacArthur 

F. Gano Chance, president A 
B. Chance Co., Cenfcralia, Mo., 
former president Missouri 
Chamber of Commerce. 

S. 3. Conner, president of 
Coflrotfi Co., Chicago. 
t Ralph E. Davisjjresident of 
Tengag j Pla j^FroTecUoXCorp.. 

ftyt£M, DraskOvich, author 
Editor of a weekly Serbian 
rapaper in Chicago. 

Rev: Richard Ginder, editor 
of- Xhe Priest, associate yfedi- 
tor^of Our Sunday V^W, 
Catholic publications. 

s^WUliam J. Gredj&Tpresident 
of Grade Eouadffes, Inc., Mil- 
waukee. Former president of 
the National Association of 
Manufacturers and former head 
of international YMCA. 

*A, G. Helnsohn, Jr., presi- 
dent, Cherokee Mills, Sevier- 
viHe, Tenn. 

*Fred C. Koch, president, 
Rock Island Oil and Refining 
Co,, Wichita, Kan. 

Alfred Kohlberg, charter 
member, now dead. 

- * Dean Clarence Man jon, 

0K-L * *** -i— .^f ^u flB t ii 1 1- 



former dean of Notre Dame 
Law School, founded Manion 
Forum, a radio program. 

Frank E. Masland, Jr., presi- 
dent C. H. Masland and Sons, 
Carlisle, Pa. 

N. Floyd McGowin, president, 
W. T. Smith Lumber Co., Chap 

Ian, president of 
rigerator Co., St. 
ixt to Welch, first 
memfe er^Qf^ the Society. 

Dr. Revilo P. Oliver, profes- 
sor of classical languages and 
literatures at the University of 
Illinois. 

Cola G. Parker, former 
president of Kimberly-Clark 
Co., fo rmer president of 
NAM, a 5R3F&S "Member, re- 
cently deceased. 




Hon. M. T. Phelps, former 
chief justice of the Supreme 
Court of Arizona. - 

Louda RutherflJurg, fonder 
president of Sfrvei.UnC- Evahs- 
viUf Ind. and raaanVr presidjnt, 
Imt&na State Chamber I of 
CorZmerce. 

.I| Nelson Shepherd, presi- 
dent, Midwest-Beach Co.. Sioux 
iFs'Js, §. Dak.. _^- -._ y 

*afla.^ ; Stm^psonrar-,' a. ohar- 
ter member, now dead. 

' RoberJ^VT^tpddard, presi 
<fcr. t jgS^ SHgwym CoV, " Wor- 
ce1 jTej^\3 iIas3iT opf BoarcT of" Hi 
r^TcrsxJ T]*SSg gral ""Hafrgg ^irms 
in* uding First National Bank 
of Boston 

Lt. Gen. Charles B. Stone, 
HI, U.S. A J. (Ret). Succeed- 
ed Gen. Claire Chennault as 
commander of 14th air force 

in China. 

Paul H. Tajkpiit president, 
Pul H. JJ^JfieytOOx Beverly 

Hits. /Calif.,/ an Insurance 
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to : SAC (100-32899) 



date: 8/28/62 



from : SA ARTHUR F. HODGENS 



subject: 



JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



On August 18, 1962, T 
table the attached ct 



made available the attached clipping from the Detroit *ree 
Press j issue of August 17 j 1962. Recommended It be kept 
for info, has been marked for indexing. 
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UNITED STATES^OVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



Director, FBI 



date: 8/27/62 



FROM 



SAC, Mobile* (100-new) 



subject: 



JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
IHFGH»*I0N COHC 



Movement 




oh KARL WARREN, 



Enclosed to the Bureau are two copies, and to 
Boston one copy, of clipping from the 8/23/62 issue of the 
"Alabama Journal, * daily newspaper published at Hontgosaery, 
Ala, 1 page 1E» *The clippings are self-explanatory, and 
no additional information concerning these natters have been 
received by Mobile to date. 



^- Bureau (JEnc. i)(RM)(AH 
£p- Boston (Enc. l)(RM)(A 
2 - Mobile 
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m * BIRCHERS JOIN HIGHWAY HUCKSTERS 

In addition to admonitions to buy a particular brand of to "Curb the Supreme Court," and "Help Impeach Earl War- 
bler or gasoline, drivers along U.S. 231 between Montgomery ren." Sponsors are tV Montgomery Chapters of the tJohn 
and Wetumpka encounter this roadside sign urging the reader Birch Society.— (Journal Photo by Paul Zukosld.) ^^ 
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Birch Group 



A segment of the John Birch 
Society last night was accused 
of conducting a propaganda 
campaign against Greater Bos- 
ton stores. 

It was revealed that the 
right-wing group is attempting 
to convince shoppers that stores 
they patronize help Commu- 
nism. John Birch members 
have labeled their campaign a 
"card party." 

The actions of the group 
have been strongly criticized by 
store owners and legal spokes- 
men. Stores in Lexington, 
Brockton and Burlington have 

en targets of the propaganda 
ovement. f 

The society, it was charge^ 

concealing literature in faod-^ 
uffs, condemning the gur- 
chase of Polish hams, Russaan 
furs and other aaods-. 
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Address of subject 



Character of case 



Complainant's address and 
telephone numhpr 



Complaint received ]q Q 

Personal L__J Telephonic 



ate 10/2/62 Time P^OAM 



o, 

-^ u 

XI 

3 M 

W 0) 

Q 



Age 



Sex 



□ 



I Male _ 



Height 



Hair 



Weight 



Eyes 



Build 



ijirth date and Birthplace 



Complexion 



Scars, marks or other data 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAiNEC 



Facts of complaint 

Complainant states that during the past year he has : :ceived literature from the 
John Birch Society which he did not solicit. He advisee he is not in agreemeat witt 
that organization or its philosophy and -wanted to know tow to stop the literature 
from being sent to his home. He was advised the FBI hac no control over such a 
situation. He then stated it was his feeling that a 



Valley Paper Co., Holyoke, Massachusetts, and a resident of 



was the person who put his nan ~ on the mailing list of the 
John Birch Society. He said he felt the organization -nc ild undoubtedly be considered 
subversive and he did not want his name connected with £ .ch a group or to convey to 
any person or government organization that he was in any ^ay sympathetic with its 
aims and doctrines. He stated he intended to write a le :.ter to 



requesting that 



delete his name from the John Bii h mailing list; and would 
send a copy of this letter to the FBI as evidence of his disinterest in the Society. 

A copy of his letter dated 10/2/62 was received at "the Springfield R/a. on 
10/3/62 and is attached hereto. /^lfJ3^fj^_C^ ji 
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October 2, 1*62 



bb 
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Dear Sir: 



About two years ago X asked you if yohrwould oe 
willing to send me some information all§|& the 
engine of which you were co- inventor, lltrough 
some possible misunderstanding I neve e deceived 
the information you 6f||ggd but instead XT nave 
been receiving a cons iderible amount etf literature 
of a semi-political nature. 

Some of this definitely originated with you. 
However, much of it has come from other sources* 

I have read enough of them to associate their 
origin with the John Birch Society, fttiile X 
neither condemn or condone the organization, it 
has always been my philosophy not to associate 
myself in any way with such groups or 'isms. 

$ would $ therefore, appreciate anything you can 
•o to have my name removed from all mailing 
lists so associated. 

I am sure your intentions were sincere and thank 
you for them but X am much more interested in 
your engine. 

Sincerely 



be 
bv 






in. 

DATEoU3i^ 
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*• I sei; by the papers that 
the John Birch Society again 
has received "dishonorable 
mention." Mr. Sevellon 
Brottm, in his infinite wisdom 
and recorded in his column of 
Oct 1, has notified the local 
Birchites that J. Edgar 
Hoover, Director of the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation, 
has directed a blast against 
them in his latest book, "A 
Study of Communism." 

Nowhere in the passages 
quoted by Mr. Brown from 
Hoover's book can one find 
the names John Birch So- 
ciety or Birchites. Therefore, 
the only conclusion to be 
drawn is that Mr. Brown 
thinks Mr. Hoover had the 
Birchites In mind or at least 
he hoped so. 

I suppose that this kind of 
reporting and/or writing is 
called "Freedom of the Press." 
In my book, it is license of 
a shabby and irresponsible 
sort. It is the type of propa- 
ganda that is dividing us, 
while putting the blame on 
the Birch Society. 

A goodly part of the quoted 
transcript from Mr. Hoover's 
book relates to amateurish 
irresponsible charges that 
certain individuals are Com- 
munists. I challenge Mr. 
Brown to name one local 
member of the Birch Society 
who has engaged in such a 
practice. In fact, I believe he 
would have great difficulty 
in naming any member of the 
society who has done so and 
been unable to prove his case. 
f The Birch Society is not 
engaged in l ooking for In- 
I dividual' SSniwcmista. It ii j 



fighting the Communist con- 
spiracy itself. It realizes that 
the F.BJ. is an investigating 
agency and only has the 
power to arrest and to bear 
witness, It cannot prosecute. 
Therefore, prosecution is in 
the hands of elected officials 
or those appointed by them. 
The John Birch Society is 
interested in seeing that these 
officials are honest, qualified 
and doing a good job. 

The beliefs, purpose, and 
aims of the John Birch So- 
ciety are public property for 
all to see and to understand 
if they want to. They have 
been published in the Con- 
gressional Record of Tuesday, 
June 12, 1962. The head of 
the society, Robert Welch,- 
has frequently invited various 
government agencies, includ- 
ing the F.B.I, to investigate 
the society. So far as I am 
aware, none has felt it nec- 
essary to do so. However, 
a private investigating com- 
pany, Efficiency Research 
Bureau of California, has 
done so at the request of 
one of its clients, and the re- 
port gives the society a clean 
bill of health. It is suggested 
that Mr, Brown look at this 
report. 

Instead of villifying the 
Birch Society, Mr. Brown 
could well occupy himself try- 
ing to find out why no Com- 
munists have been brought 
to trial under the federal law 
requiring them to register. 
Certainly the F.BJ. must have 
a long list of them. What has 
happened to the machinery 
of the Department of Justice? 
The fines at $10,000 per day 
would go a long way toward 
paying the nationaUJpfetr ; 

The real puncfiTme to Mr. 



Brown's article, however, is 
his reference to Mr. goover's 
chapter on ''Cohrmunlst? 
Propaganda." Mr. Hoover 
proclaims "Propaganda is the 
Communist's most powerful 
and effective weapon for in- 
fluencing, conditioning and 
manipulating people.*' Among 
the "chief methods of dis- 
semination in the United 
States" newspapers and mag- 
azines are pictured first 

Could there be any connec- 
tion between this statement 
and the receipt by the Journal 
of a half-dozen free copies pt 
Mr. Hoover's book? 

Norman 
Kenyon 



cy me journal 
i free copies pf 
ook? F 

D. MacLeod 
/ 
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Robert Welch Defends Birchen 
As Large Crowd Jeers, Laughs 



By BRUCE L. PA1SNER 

As a large, unruly audience jammed 
Jordan Hall to jeer and laugh, Robert 
Welch, the founder of the John Birch 
Society, last night defended his organ- 
ization against "ludicrous, ridiculous, 
and rotten" charges of "secrecy and big- 
otry." 

Welch claimed that many organizations 
besides the Birchers "refuse to publish 
their membership lists," and declared 
that "the left wing and liberal press 
was not aware of the Society" for 18 
months after its founding because these 
papers have a "sloppy and distorted view 
of the American scene." 

"We lean over backwards to avoid 
discrimination," Welch said. He decried 
charges that Birchers practice religious 
and racial bigotry as "the most rotten of 
alllsmears." 

welch defended former Gen. Edwin D. 
Walker, a professed Birchite, as a 
"patriotic, good-intention ed American" 
who is "innocent of any illegal action" at 
the University of Mississippi. 

"Walker fell into a left-wing trap in 
Mississippi," Welch declared, "and false 
and vicious press reporting distorted 
the incident" 

With considerable feeling, Welch re- 
peated a charge that Supreme Court 
Chiel Justice Earl Warren "is attempt- 
ing to break down our Constitution." 
Welch again called Warren an agent of 
the Communist conspiracy and declared 
that he "should be impeached." The aud- 
ience hissed and Jeered. 

Welch declared the membership goal 
of the Society to be "one million fervid 
patriots and loyal citizens," and said 
that the Birchers continue to grow> de- 
spite vicious attacks. 

"If we can grow until we have as many 
members as the comsymps, we can roiit 
thi communist conspiracy," Welch de- 
cla red. "But the Communists have be- 
gu led^fjnaay good Americans into attack- 
ing the Birjch Society," he warned;, 




JL* 



ROBERT WELCH 



The one time candy manufacturer coin- 
ed a word at the Ford Hall Forum: 
"Americanist,'' which he called the an- 
tithesis of Communist." He said Bir- 
chers will "defeat the Communist con- 
spiracy by disseminating Americanist 
literature, forming Americanist fronts, 
and sponsoring Americanist speakers." 



Kennedy, Lodge 
Face TV Grilling 

By EFREM SIGEL 

Edward M. "Ted" Kennedy '54 and 
George Cabot Lodge '50 appeared to- 
gether on the televised show "Meet The 
Press" yesterday, and underwent a fcalf 
hour of rough questioning from a four 
m&n panel of reporters. 

Although the candidates sat on «Eher 
side of moderator Ned Brooks, thafcro- 
gram was in no sense a debate, oliHpreh, 
an exchange- Of views. Ej£c&, 
question^ fof a gSpitrate M«Mi 
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Robert Welch, president of the 
iright-wing John Birch Society, 
j charged last night that major 
Inational publications are propa- 
gandizing (pie Communist line to 
| American readers. 

] "Many major publications, in- 
j eluding Time and Look magazines 
land The New York Times," he 
; said, "swallowed or followed the 
! Communist line for Castro, and 
'are following the Communist line 
'against the John Birch Society," 

OVERFLOW CROWD 

He spoke before an overflow 
aowd at Ford Hali Forum in 
jjrdan Hall. Extra seats wire 
plaeed on the speaker's platfo: m. 
Many were turned away at 0he 
door. 

Defending his organization 
against "the constant barrage 
of distorted attacks by the 
press," the former Belmont 
candy manufacturer said that J 
Communist influence in the 1 
nation's communication media t 
has kept people from knowing 
the real aims of the Birch soci- _ 
ety. 

Questioned about reports that 
members of the Society were boy- 
cotting stores selling commodities 
produced in Communist - bloc 
countries, despite the official sanc-t 
tioning of this trade by the State- 
Department, Welch replied: 

"Of course our government is 
on Tito's side against our own| 
industries which are competing 
against Communist produce— and ^ 
has been for years— but this does-f 
n't mean we have to put up with 
it. • I 

"Buying goods produced by the' 
Communists just helps to strength- 
en the grip that the Communist' 
bosses have m. the fieor .slaves 
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rk^lnterview 

Welch Says Re ef 
Influence Grows 

An'Itanucy eames 

itiewj&fhl, 1W2/ by Th« Boston Heralfl) 

The United States should cut off aid to India in 
its war with Red China, because Prime Minister 
Nehru and other Indian leaders are Communists 
themselves. 

• * • 
The Ciiba crisis is a sham designed solely to build np tVe 
United Nations— which is entirely Communist-dominated— in worfd 
esteem* ' ■.-.{ .'; 



/ < 



And Communism is more than ever on the march in the United 

States. 

* * * 

These views were forcefully expressed yesterday by Robert 
-Welch, controversial founder or the John Birch Society, ,in one of 
his rare interviews at the society's Belmont headquarters. 

For more than an hour the ar- 
ticulate, energetic right-wing lead- 
er expounded his beliefs about a 
nation and world he sees as em- 
broiled in a life-and-death strug- 
gle with Communism. 

Sparing nobody, hard-bitten as 
ever, the John Birch Society's 
peppery boss found much to be 
indignant about but, paradoxical- 
ly, also found some comfort in 
the recent elections. 

Rallying Point 

The elections Welch said, were 
not nearly so disastrous to con- 
servatism as it first appeared; in 
fact, the Birch Society has since 
become a new rallying point for 
conservatives. 

Candidates favored by the So- 
ciety did well in contests for legis- 
lature seats, and even in Congress 
"where wives are members or 
maybe these men are members 
.themselves, and don't sa j r afc-' 1 — • •* 
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, . Wplrh ^ denounced the tres^ !» iKSt— You don't think the Bus- ||T, 



ment giyei Gen. Edwin Walker, 
Alger Hiss* TV appearance, and 
■kUy. - Gen. Robert Kennedy's 
put-up-or-shut-np challenge to 
him to name the Communists 
he believes are in government. 

He was optimistic about the So- 
ciety's growth and appeared as- 
sured it would be well led "if 
ffie Communists arrange an acci- 
dent" for him. As he talked to the 
quite whir of a tape recorder in 
his booklined Concord street of- 
fice, he ranged from his cigars 
("I don't smoke Havanas") to the 
philosophy which guides him. 

What He Thinks 

' Here, in question - and - answer 
form, are the highlights of the 

interview: 

. Q— What do you think will 

-, liappen to the power balance 

now that India and China are 

fighting? 

3 A— We don't plunge into diaa 
nosing these situations in a bur»y. 
That's one reason we've been un- 
cannily accurate. I see rib reason 
to change our Jongstanding opin- 
ion, for instance, that there's no 
rift between Red China and Soviet 
Russia. It's as completely a fraud 
as the "rift" between Stalin and 
Tito. ■ This situation furnishes a 
beautiful excuse for our govern- 
ment to arm India— itself control- 
led- by a Communist government. 
India isn't Communist, but its 
government is, at the top. Nehru 
is one of the most useful agents of 
the Kremlin and has been for 35 
years. This will enable our govern- 
ment to send terrific war mate- 
rials to Nehru. I would be against 

Hiss'U.N. Founder' 

Q— How do you feel about 
Khrushchev's backdown in the 
Cuba crisis? 



-A—The whole thing is a buncjj. 
of window dressing, for one pur- 
pose: to build up tihe United Na- 
tions and get everybody to think 
We have to depend on the UN to 
t solve these problems-. The UN is 
[completely Communist-dominated. 
|I.t was founded by Alger Hiss and 
ids allies to ^fc^a'^fflerimunist 



gian evacuation of missiles is 
Significent? 

" j A— We're looking for the gim- 
mick, the pretense. Why should 

■ we think things are suddenly what 
they look like. Why give any real- 
ism to Khrushchev's acts or 
words? 

- il-^Speaking of Alger Hiss, 
what did you think of bis TV 
appearance? 

;. A— Letting Hiss talk on TV was 
fc* disgrace. Richard Nixon at- 
tacked us (the Society) as you 
know. He alienated a lot of con- 
servatives and a lot of people 
think he lost his race to be gov- 
ernor of California men. 

Regardless, to let Hiss come on 
'and give a political obituary of 

Nixon was horrible. We didn't do 
•Anything about this because we 

<an't move mat quickly unless it's 

An extreme emergency and it 
<^osts a lot of money, but plenty 

of people let themselves be heard 
"without us. 

ilames Gerrymander 

•" Q — What's your analysis of the 
.election? In California three 

John Birchers — John Rousse- 
. Jot, Edgar Hiestand and H. L. 
.Richardson were defeated for 

Congress. In Texas Jack Scale, 
..another Society member, lost. 

A— They all lost in California 
but remember this: their districts 
were terribly gerrymandered; 
'Rousselot's was one of the worst 
cases in political history. In his 
old district he had 59 John Birch 
Society chapters; in his new dis- 
trict, five— eight on election day. 
Then the other side threw tre- 
mendous national resources and 
.effort into the district. He lost 
by 6000 or 7000. 

■ ■ You must remember too that 
they all ran better than other Re- 

jjgblican state candidates' m gar 



weTl\1Sfof d Nixon S ' ^ ran i last .^ r and stayed slowed be- 

j cause of attacks against us. The 
Moscow press sets the line for 



In Texas Seale lost by a narrow 
margin. All over the country we 
had a lot of people running for 
legislatures and Congressmen 
whose wives were members; and 
who were members themselves 
and didn't say so. 

Overall, it wasn't bad. One 
thing surprised me: a terrific 
interest in jmpg the |o 




especially in districts when 
*ple were defeated. Th 
reasons are obvious — our peopli 
were working very hard for thei 
candidates and conservative 
working with them saw hov 
thorough they were. When they 
lost, the conservatives wanted to 
go on working. They were mad, 
disturbed, worried. A political 
party falls to pieces after an 
election. The John Birch Society 
didn't fall apart one damn bit 
After one night's sleep they're 
back at work. 

The conservatives needed a 
place to go, and education is a 
tremendous part of this job. 



the Communist press in other na- 
tions and many articles accused 
us of being the "greatest Fascist 
organization in the world". Prav- 
da and such publications early 
this year devoted more space to 
us than to any other non-govern- 
mental agency in 40 years' his- 
tory. (I exclude Joe McCarthy be- 
cause he was a Senator). And this 
line was followed through, by the 
Communist press in the United 
States. 



Q— Do you still approve ot Mc- 
Carthy? 

A — We think McCarthy w^sj 
)ing a grand job. He expos 



smmunists and that's the way 
slop them. 

Walker Case 

Q — What's your opinion of 
Gen. Edwin Walker (an avowed 
Birchite who left the Army over 
his beliefs and was arrested for 
his activities during the riots over 
Tames Meredith at the Univer- 
sity of Mississippi? 
[t isn't generally published, but 
th j electorate follows its leader*. A - One of the most horrible 
th . J of all the things that happened 

op aJerted to the dangers of #e was a p j e a by the prosecution for 
leftward drive. If they are, tneya pre-trial psychiatric examina- 
wilt vote right and the electorate ^ on °^ Gen.. Walker in a criminal 
will go with them The import case * tt ' s a violation of rights that 
ance of continuing education is go all the way back to King John 
shown by this election. 



I appeared t>n a Los Angeie* 
radio program after the election 
and I mentioned then it appeared 
to be a swing to the left. As I 
hear more about what happened 
elsewhere, r m not so sure it 
was. 

'Communist Press' 



Here you had a judge in Mis- 
sissippi who didn't ■ haTO .__ w /* , j f ?f-i 



— What's your membership 
growth picture? ' ■ 

A — The rate of gipwth — not 
th e number- p| meajprs but the 



/ . .<& 



T- 



\ 



issue an 



.Before htm 

'government's plea to have Walker 
committed to a mental hospital 
prison in Missouri, and on the bas- 
is of a memo issued by a gov- 
ernment psychiatrist 1000 miles 
away who never saw Walker. I 
would have fought it just as hard 
if it had happened to Eleanor 
Roosevelt, whose actions I never 
approved of. 

I don't believe Walker com- 
mitted any of the crimes of which 
he was charged. We have very 
good sources of information, mem- 
bers in Jackson and Oxford, Miss. 
We have taken it as our project 
to try to get this psychiatrist 
censured by medical groups. 

Walker has been charged with 
cifimes. He ought to be tried fi 



order at trgj jy^fr isn - t „. A pap er^5^ ew *f f s * gQ b , ecause #** 
u_... «,.!, '.:tt. vt" ... from Tito's Yugoslavia. Its no 



torted some off-the-cuff remarks 
(by a California leader). We 
have no wish to change our 
image. Our image is one of 
firmness, solidarity, dedication, 
determination. We have the 
finest men and women in Amer- 
ica. If we develop softness 
around the corners, we'll be no 
good in the fight. Our political 
candidates said the Society's la-^ 
bel was a terrific asset in the 
election. 

'Card Parties' 

Q — What's the Society's role 
in the 'card parties' in which 
cards saying "Buy Your Commu- 
nist hams here" are slipped fnto 
fspiays of Polish hams? 



th( m. The government's doing al! 
it can to keep him from being! 
tried in Mississippi, I've said in 
our Bulletin that I disagree with 
much that Walker has done, as 
I've told him in person and by 
letter, but his rights should be 
protected. Walker is a member of 
the Society but he hasn't done 
anything in connection with the 
Society. 



from Tito's Yugoslavia, 
joke to a New England bicycle 
factory that's gradually going. out j 
of business because of Czech com-l 

petition. ^ 

q — How do your viewt go 
over before a liberal aufflence, 
such as Ford Hall Forum? 

A — I got a wonderful recep-i 
tion there. I do from all the lib- 
eral groups I address. Organiza- 
tions looking for a pretense of 
balance between liberal and con- 
servative speakers take me be- 
cause I'm so controversial. It 
shows how broad-minded they 
are. 

'Not a Democracy' 

q _ Does anything seem 
er them about you? 



in. 



CiyiI Rights 

Q — What about civil rights in 
the Meredith case? 

A — A Negro history professor- 
at a Negro Mississippi college— 
his name was Clennon King — 
tried to get into the University's 
suinmer session some years alo . 



A — We told our people to gel 
juch with the Miami organiza-j 
tion that started it and Miami j 
sent them lists of what to do. We, 
do all we can first by persuasion 
that merchants help to stop im- 
porting goods made by slave 
labor. Then come the card par- 
ties. I don't know if it's a good 
idea or not. 



—-Our people had a lot of fun 
with that In one California 
chapter where the membership 
is largely young married couples 
the women bought tennis shoes 
and a big "John Birch Society" 
stamp and wore the stamped 
shoes to market for a week. 

Mass. Election 

Q — What did you think of the ; 
election in Massachusetts? 

The voters rejected a referen- 
dum for a graduated state income 
tax, that would have been a left-' 
wing wedge and then the same 
people voted in a government 
that will do its utmost to bring 
in a progressive income tax. 
They voted against themselves.. 
This shows the importance of ed- 
ucation. 



The slave labor behind the 
Iron Curtain doesn't benefit from 
this export. The money goes to 
their Communist bosses. They 
! can convert it to gold and bury 
it, or they can buy stock and con- 
trol in U. S. corporations with it; 
that's one channel into which 
Soviet money flows. 

And this puts American labor 

P~ faMag England clothespin fac tory . IZ -'j." '.". 
they threw him out on lis ^ , | nis snoes * 



They want to hear mij| < ! — What do you think of Ba*y 
viefs on why this is a republic, G >ldwater's apparently comlg 
not a democracy, and why a de- oSt in favor of Gov. Rockefeller 
mocracy is just what we don't of New York for the GOP Presl- 
W ant. dential nomination? 

Q-Where are your chapters ^^^ « *«* 

doing bMtT I Q-This is considered a mono- 

A — Texas and California arepM'c organization. What's been 
doing very well; we're doing weir™ j/J, * « su ««sor if you're 

I . OUt Of the Dicture some Hav" 

in Shreveport, La., Jackson 



Miss., Amarillo, Tex., Stamford 
Conn., Wichita, Kan., Nassau 



the picture some day? 

A — Our Council has a com- 
plete right to appoint my suc- 
cessor if the Communists arrange 



County, L.I., and Milwaukee, tjan accident for me, We're grad- 
name a few areas. We're manually developing young men to 
ing headway in New England bujtake over. For a few years, the 



it's still way behind. 

Q — Have you heard the crac 
that the Society consists at lea 
in part of little old ladies ii te 



new leader would undoubtedly be 
a Council member. 

Q — What's your opinion of- the 
Communist Influence in ihe 
^■»*e$ States today? ^ 



r. Neither me NAACP, nor me 
other do-gooders and bleeding 
hearts did anything to help him., 
They weren't ready to capitalize 
on the situation. 

Q _ Does George Rockwell, the 
American Nazi Tarty leader, 
have any connection with the, 
John Birch Society? 

A — We've had no correspond- 
ence with him nor any conversa- 
tion with him. We want no parti 
of him. 

q _ it's been printed that your 
California branch has, hired a 
prtfs agent to alter the Society's 



X 



A -It's growing all me ujne. 1 
Atty.-Gen. Eobert Kennedy at. 
tacked me for my statement that 
while more than 98 per cent of 
federal employes are loyal, a few 
thousand m the right places eaa 
do terrific damage to the free 
world. Kennedy demanded that 
Welch name these people. 

I said I hadn't the. slightest idea- 
who they were but if I'm walk- 
ing across a golf course with the; 
club president and there are holes'" 
on every fairway, dug out by 
five irons, and the divots are ly.^ 
ing around and I say to the pres^ 
idenf'it's a beautiful course but; 
members or caddies don't care- 
to keep it that way," then h#' 
says "tell me who they are" — 
well, I don't, know who they are. 
It's not my job to find out. I'm 
talking, -about the visible effects, 
md it s not my function to find 
ut or tell who they are. 



Q — Thank you, Mr. Welch. 

A— You're quite welcome. 
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"onT 



1 a nee ting of [ 



at[ 



1 Communist Farty, USA, was held 



Those attenamg were: 
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"Rgfnrfi the meeting 



In the mo rning J 

i &T*T.F>:r' r\p. rpp.^i vp»ci fr om 



j.eu^er, *jl nope 
1 



According to 



J 



went_jfcc 



snowja 



a 
pick 



skin^ : 

trie meeting. She :;aid in the 
can make it. ' 



was 



selected as the site o f tsne meeting TnasmuTTH as it was 
thought that as | was in New York he m:\ght be able to 



ne wa 



He called 



get back in ti me for at, laaai; part of the meeting if held 

| on the phone riuring the meetii 
anu auia ne was on his way oackj but did not arrive before 

the end of the meeting* 

"Agenda for the meeting was : 

"1. Gus Hall speaking at the Forum 
in Dorchester 

"2. Elections 
"3. 



b 6 
b7C 



b7C 



"4. Youth 

"5-.v Organization 

"6-v Mississippi 
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BS 100-7908 



asked that the Gus Hall meeting be 



discussed first as he had to leave at 12:30 to attend a 
meeting of the Jewish Forum Committee in the afternoon. 



3 reported that in previous Forum Committee 
iscussed the possibility of using the 



upper hall if more than two hundred people were expected 
to attend. The upper hall held approximately five hundred 
people. The District Committee decided to make an all-out 
effort to bring about the attendance of five hundred people 
to fill the upper hall. 



said that someone from t he I^orum Committee 
had already c6ntacted Gus Hall to speak JT~ fc aid that 
it was not imperative that the forum meeting at which Hall 
would speak be held at the Morto n Hall Pl a.:a. but that the 



Hotel Bradford would be suitable 



\ 



|la.:a, 

ph:mg 



ht it should 



be held at the same place as the date and v,ime could be 
set for the Hotel Bradford and then as a result of pressure 
the manager could a day or so before the meeting cancel 
out their reservation. It was pointed out that the rental 
of t he Morton Hall Plaza was more than the Bradford, and 
I l implied that the extra cost was because of the risk 
involved in allowing its rental for such a purpose. 



b7C 



fob 



brought out that another good reason 

for having it at Morton Hall Plaza was because Morton Hall 
Plaza was where the regular Jewish Forum meetings were held 
and that new people attending this Forum w.:uld be made 
acquainted with the place and this would mtke it easier for 
them to attend again. 

I: The Forum Committee had originally planned to 
get out five hundred announcements on this first of a series 
of meetings of the Jewish People's Forum with Gus Hall 
speaking. The District Committee agreed to put out an 
additional thousand announcements which would make a total 
of 1., 500 announcements , with five hundred to be gotten by 
the Party into colleges , such as Brandeis, Harvard and 
Boston University j and the remainder to be used for Party 
mailing and distribution. Those for colleges would be put 
into the hands of Party contacts at the colleges. 



be 

b7c 



I l asked l l iff 



Moderator of the 



Forum, could get an ad announcing Hall ! s appearance at the 
forum in college papers, such as the 'Harvard Crimson, • and 
Bob replied that he could. 



be 

hie 
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"There was considerable discussion as to whether 
to have the forum meeting in the morning, afternoon or 
evening , and it was decided to have it in the afternoon. 

"The meeting will be a week from Sunday, October 28. 



I said on the evening of that day 

I l is sche duled to sneak at th e Saugus Church 

rorum which many of the | | planned to attend. 

The fact that the Saugus rorum was oeing i.eld the evening of 
October 28 was mentioned during the discission as to the 1 
best time of day to hold the meeting of ti.e Jewish Forum, ] 
and Anne remarked that we should not schedule the forum 
meeting at which Gus Hall was scheduled to speak to fit in 
with plans of the North Shore Section as \;hey were really 
not a part of the prospective attendance ."t thp mpptipg of 

the Jewish Forum, although she hoped the| people 

could attend both meetings. 



had a clipping from a new 
a recent meeting at which a Party functio 
which a Nazi group picketed. The people 
objected to the Nazis and knocked several 
Those assaulted were then arrested for in 
She said similar picketing and trouble cc 
meeting of the Jewish Forum and thought t 
representation to meet Gus Hall on his ar 
for protective purposes. She said that t 
of his arrival people would be asked to t 
station or airport, whichever way he tra\ 
Hall. 



jpaper concerning 
nary spoke and 
on the outside 
to the ground, 
siting a riot, 
uld occur at the 
nere should be a 
rival in Boston 
efore the date 
e present at the 
eled, and greet 



(ph) 



U A printer was mentioned by the name of 
who would do the printing on the announcements to oe sent 
out on the Jewish go rum meeting. He has had a little 
sickness and | ~| said he was an excitable person. Elizabeth 
Our ley Flynn wanted to s ee him b ecause si.e had known him 
for a number of years bu g "fc tdvised her thafc she should 
not see him because it might excite him 'l;oo much. 



Jsaid that he woul'I lik e to hay ej 
meet on Monday night with the Forum Committee J 1 



asitea, 



they going to meet on Sunday afternoon and Monday too? 1 



said j 'Yes 



s 't 



Jfchen said she would meet with them 



Monday night to tie together plans for the meeting. 
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"ELECTIONS 



reported that at a Democratic City 
Committee meeting at Beverly, a number had stated they knew 
that many democrats would vote for Mr. Brooke, the candidate 
for Attorney General of Massachusetts. Ot:.s said that was 
true j that there were many democrats who w:-ll not vote for 
Mr. Kelly. 



be 

fo7C 



the Party is working 1 



said that in the 
*or George O'Shea 



area 
present 



representative in the Massachusetts Legisl.Umg frnm the 



for Congress, 

Lynn District; who has a good labor record . | _ eaid he 
had worked with O'Shea for a number of yea .Vr T | 

said. 'That would_Jaai££_been George O'Shea's fanner uiau 
you worked with. said he believed tiat vias correct. 



note that 

home area 

He said j hnw^rp-p 

Kennedy* 

of votes 



} 



said that it was interesting to 
Tea fi.enneay naa drawn so many votes in McCormack's 
which showed the strength of ths Kennedy machine. 
Peabody had topped the vote of Ted 



be 

b7C 



3i~» 
said one could not be guide i by the number 
y received because he had r.o opposition, that 
Riley was net a strong opponent. 



| b rough t out that Mrs. Boardman, 
peace canaiaate, who ran for Representative, received a 
tremendous vote in the smaller communities — old Yankee 
small communities, and that it was the Jarger cities that 
beat her. It was a close contest and she lost by only a 
small number of votes. 

"HUGHES CAMPAIGN 



said that the Hughes Committee at 
Hughes KeadflUarTePS Was" immature and made many mistakes. 
He had been instrumental in getting the Teamsters in his 
area to have Hughes speak and although Teamster members 
were present no one from Hughes' office showed up. 



be 



p aid that a Teamster in his area had 

mm ana as iced him if he could ai range get ting 

laid he 



spoken to mm ana as&ea him it* he couia air 

Hughes to speak before his Teamsters Iocal f 

could not, that the person would first have -co nave the 

Teamsters agree to have Hughes and then contact the 

Hughes office himself. 
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said it is very important that Hughes 

He said the Teamsters are a big 



be 



speak before Teamsters* 
factor in the labor movement today and if a third political 
party becomes a reality that it will be because of the 
efforts of the Teamsters Union. 



said that the two factions in the Democratic 

are living too 



Party — the Dixiecrats and the Liberals - 

close to each other and that we have to drive them further 

apart . 



big Hughes Commi t te"el 

with 'A, ' such a s | 

who is now a teacher at Holy Cross. 



said, that at Holy C: 

mentioned a pe: 

has been a Pc 

The b: 



Imt 

JWno 



Cross do not object to this person because 
of the Communist Party , but their only objc 
he is Jewish. They were trying to bring 01 
that at various colleges there are liberal 
was not said that this person was tied in 1 
group at Holy Cross. 



oss there is a 
son's name starting 
rty member and 
others at Holy 
he was a member 
ction is that 
t the fact 
groups and it 
:1th the Hughes 



spoke again on Huf/hes. He said that 



the Republican Party nas figured that Hughes will get about 
I25.7OOO votes. He said that he would be mere than pleased 
if he got 75.000 votes. 



1 : 1 

Hughes will 



said that there were indications that 
be a candidate in the future and he 



Professor Hughes wil 

believes that Hughes Committee will remain as a permanent 

peace group. 

"YOUTH 

"At a previous 



r 



5 



strict Committee meeting 

were appointed to work ofTTTTe" 



Youth Program. 



said that a woman from New York ij 
was supposed to appear in Boston this weekend to work on 
Youth, but that he had called her and she vas unable to 
make it this weekend but would try to make it next weekend. 
Tn thp» tfiipnhnnp conversati on she said she had talked to 
I ~l n Hew York. I I said that because of the 

Gus Hall meeting that she possibly could tie two things 
together by working on Youth and at the same time helping 
to promote the Gus Hall meeting. 
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!i It was reported that there is a Marxist discussion 
group at Brandeis and some plans have been made to start a 
Marxist discussion group at Harvard. 

[ 



KWT 



mentioned a person by the name of 
Vho works in Watertown and lives 
who nas indicated a desire to work with college s 



be 

fo7( 



em;s. 

The impression was gained that the person had "been a recent 
student. 



mentioned using 

regard to" t?i& JoTTCTT Work. The name of 

also men tioned as a person to work with youth,, also 






Hin 

WAR 



be 

b7( 



said he ha 



and tried to talk tc f 

the South Shore. He wanted to raik to hirr. in regard to 

youth i n thp p.nTipcrp R but another person had started to 






attended a recent concert 
who is a student from 



St 



talk to I I at the time which prevented him from 

entering into any discus sion. The other person was 
^ Ufing tc j frn th« mihifififc of the Soviet Union. 

nol 



Tne 



did nor; menujLon wpjj 
South Shore. 

"ORGANIZATION 



Iwas other than he was from 



"There was nothing discussed on Organization. 
It was decided to put that item off until the next meeting 
when the work of each section would be taken up. 



"MISSISSIPPI 



Mississip 



pTT 



had requested the discussion on 

He" Wa3 asked why he wanted that item on the 
agenda and he said that he felt that the Government was 
drawing troops out of the University of Mississippi too 
fast. He wondered what other members had to say on the 
subject. Tho se attending agreed that the; were being taken 
out too fast. I T said that President Kennedy, 
consistently tries to say things that sourd good but 
does nothing. He said the President was boxed into this 
situation and that when President Kennedy does act on 
situations such as this that he will back him 100$. 

"It was stated that initially the troops that 
were sent in were composed of both white and Negro, but 



be 
b7< 



be 
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"later the Negro troops were segregated by means of their 
assignment to details 3 such as preparing food, which 
separated them from the white troops. 



"While having cof fed 



jTTa 



ondered if we kneii 



that th e charges against [ |TTad been dropped, 

I t asked if she fhnnnrht; that .would ma ke anv diff siiiiii. 

Jsaid that | ^ was 

11' ' 



be 



in rne activities of 

member of the Party ana still paid dues, bus sne d 
that would cause him to be more active. She said[ 



still a 



has his mind set on being a good artist and that he nas "cne 
ability to be one. 



no! 



laaa tioned that there is st/.ll $1200 in the 
said that could be a very small figure 

She 



Reserve Fun 

if a defense 'Situation came up in the Boston area. 

said that the Boai^a group has about $500 and the Pa rty has 

about the same. | [ said that was the $1200 | | was trying 

to get his hands 



on uo g tart the book shop, which lasted 

said that the store which had been 



about two months, 

rented for the booi£ 3h6jJ> was still 'for ren'J. ! 



spoke about the attacks on British 
ships goin^ IA'56 J'Jda TFf Trhe Anti-Castro Cubans and said the 
British Government will have to take a stantl on that and 
protect their own ships* 



be 



"During the discussion on the Hughes Campaign 
someone said that the local Executive Board of the New England 
District of the Teamsters Union had a desire to meet with 
Professor Hughes. 



II A-, 



About twenty minu tes b afo re the meeting adjourned 
there was a knock on the. rinrH lanqTirftrr.d and the fellow 
she spoke to 3 aid he was| |told him that 



I fe s_£;>r.pected home soon,, that she just received a call 
rrorj saying that he was on his way. 



had a number of copies of Volume 1, Number 1, 
of T LA NUiWA vu a. ' dated October 1. 1Q62. which she said she 
would leave wit h] | She 

thought she would write ana vexi -cnem not; "co sena ner une 
paper in the future because they did not have Spanish people 
to give them to. 



be 
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gave 



ipproximately one hundred 



b6 
b'7; 



leaflets ror tne Norui snore to be mailed out entitled, 
'The Bill of Rights Endangered. 1 Your Liberties at Stake, ' 
self-described as 'The Story of Ten Americans Fighting to 
Preserve Freedom. ' Under the caption 'What You Can Do, ' 
the leaflet urged the following: 

"'Write President John F. Kennedy protesting 
against the unconstitutional Mc Car ran proceedings, 

"'Write Attorney General Robert P. Kennedy to 
halt all McCarran proceedings. 

"'Write your Senators and Congrescmen to work 
for repeal of the McCarran Act. 

"'Write the newspapers telling them what you think. 

"'Tell us what you have done. 

11 'And this is crucial: Send your contribution - 
cash or- check or money order - to: 

"'TJ-I3S GUS HAt,L-BENJAMIN J. DAVIS DEFENSE COMMITTEE 

11 'Elizabeth Our ley Flynn, Chairman 
James J. Tormey, Exec. -Sec. 
Cyril Phi lip , Treas. 

M| 22 East 17th Street, Room 1225; Hew York 3, New York* 

"Flyers put out by the Hughes fo^ Senate Committee 
captioned 'We Face A Crisis, ' 'Equality No\r' and 'The 
Issue is Jobs' were also distributed at the meeting. 

"It was announced that Hughes wan scheduled to 
speak the evening of October 18, 1962, at \;he Unitarian- 
Universalist Foniia fl ^ Saiigua^ ImL had another engagement. 
Because of this | was asked to speak at the 

Saugus Church rorum on tne suoject of Cuba. She said she 
had not been to Cuba for a number of years but that she 
could speak on China and show slides. 



be 
b7( 



Ls also appearing this coming 



Sunday at tne community unurch, and sometime in the future 
at the Jewish Forum in Dorchester, to show slides and 
speak on China. 
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"It was mentioned during the meeting that Danny 
Rubin was no longer a writer for 'New Horizons, 1 a youth 
paper . 



meeting[ 



"Tt tjfls dertiripri to hold f.hp npxtJ 



f 



Jooked 



] 



at a booklet of engagements and found ne wa:; due to attend a 
concert on that date but because of the facj t hat the weekend 
previous tc I L it was felt it 

would have to be held on the I I Possibl e b ould attend 

his conoer 



in the a.m. and lea ve in t he afternoon to attend 



is concer t. 

Ihhp mppj-.l-np 1 will hr> hplH i n I 



"During the meeting 
notice d the ar ticle o n Bob Gc 
he had] , hglrari |jfj 

saTTT 



Worker l anc 



I 



asked 



m if he 

(J Win "in 'The TorTcer.' He said 
objected to 1*js being in 'The 



She Had not. 
said that at the recent meeting in 



he.lC s.h a homecoming welcoming party for| 



he had announced to the people attending th::t arrangements 
were being made to have Gus Hall speak at the opening Forum 
meeting in Dor.:hoster l He said the applauso was tremendous. 



] 



ilso said that he hai an addressograph 

machine ana re it it would be good if someone could type out 
stencils for the regular mailing lists of the Party. It 
would make mailing much easier. It was agreed that this 
could be done in the future but there was n') time to do it 
before the mailing of the Hall announcement::* 



"It was stated at the meeting tha ; 



would not be active for two or three more wtieks because or 
his recent illness, believed to Involve his heart. 

"During the discussion on the Hughes Campaign 
said that the Party had been lax :.n not getting a 



be 

b7C 
b7D 



b6 
hie 



be 

hie 



ruri/V person in the management or coordination of the campaign. 



be 

b'7C 



| said that the Ford Hall For.rni is having 
Welsh of the John Birch Society In the near future as a 
speaker and that Party Headquarters had written the Ford 
Hall Forum to again try to have Gus Hall speak at the Forum, 
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trial 

id b 



said he would be bringing a group from his 
said he would also be bringing a 
CAS Hall meeting. Before the vote was taken 



area an 

carload 

to hold the meeting in the afternoon 

he wanted to ask if as many of the regular i-orxmrai; 

would attend in the afternoon as the morninej 

felt as many would attend. 



said 
endants 
^aid he 



"The meeting started at[ 



I /djourned about 

When the meeting broke up there \ as a pan 

standin g in the vacant lot across the street from 

k nd another ;nan, apparently working or his liar\ 
JUiliti aid not Ir'.ko the looks of the situation and said she 
wished the meeting had been held at a diffeient place since 
ras not there. 



b7C 



be 

b'7C 

b^D 



id 1 

Tw^ 



house 



Jiijhile 
sookS 



at[~ 

there . 



auuuo navxng v_l 
I She said 



said ^naTT 



mve drivir? 

i 



I 



to her 
relatives 



lwas presently 



;as also visiting 



be 

b'7C 



The leaflet mentioned herein entitled "The Bill 
of Rights Endangered I Your Liberties at Strke" is being 
placed in the 1A section of CP - PAMPHLETS /.UD PUBLICATIONS, 
100-18169. 

The three flyers mentioned herein relating to the 
candidacy of H, STUART HUGHES are being placed in the 1A 
section of HUGHES* file 100-21645. 



[ 



LEADS 

It is recommended that i nvestigation be init^ a ted toward tl) e 
•f*nr>-hViAT» i daaiij £i catj nri of 



% 







(ENU) 

t is no^ea znaz investigation o 

should be limited to established sources at this t 
of his reported associatio n with l 
informant state d | be alert to the possible 
additional development or information conceding these 
individuals . 



1 



ue jlu v j-c 
] The 



I 



be 

b7C 
b'7D 
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UNITED STATES GO\^U.NMENT 

Memorandum 



♦ 



TO 



FROM 



subject: 



SAC 



(LIAISON) 



/ 



JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY? 

AMERICAN NAZI PARTY 







date: 12-ll|-62 



On 1?-T^-^? an 



gave his name as 
Boston Police DepTT 



t 



■Individual came tc this office and 
| pivision 15, (Charlestown) , 



]said he is a member of the I DHN BIRCH SOCIETY 



and claimed he is very active in same. 



b r 



presented for retention by t lis office if 

desired," Ene attached news item captioned ' 3IRCHEHS, NAZI 
PARTY COMBINE TO SELL BOOKS" - by JAMES P. DRONEY. 



said he and some other membe "s of the JOHN 
BIRCH SOuiniTi nad been aware of the propose i bookstore and 
had intended to exclude nartid nat ion in g g ie by the AMERICAN 
NAZI PARTY, before this came about \ I s opeared very much 



upset re the news item and association of tie AMERICAN NAZI 
PARTY with the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY in connection with the 
bookstore. 

A copy of attached item has alree "j been designated for 
JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY; therefore the copy herewith is 
designated for the file re AMERIC kN NAZI PARTY. 



JLHM 



2X 100- 
1 - 157-32* (Attach. 1) 



(JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY) 
(AMER. NAZI F t RTY) 



Ji L' JjJ^bZ" Jill L' Jta. 1 X UIM i'lL 8 1 XI U ±\X II ir St KI V £aU I? is.UiI u 

X? X AU X UI1A X X L JL' Ja L jj A& D JL i? X LA I X UIM b^U XL 3 B 
LJ Ji* I .& 1..I J.. "' K.'j i..J ° m /.. L.l .1.. Z. I 1 ^V 
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